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MEETING* 



THE doom of Sir Edward Fitz'arthur's daugh- 
ter was now, to the precluHon of all hope, 
fixed, and it appeared that the foftcring hand of 
maternal tendernefs had reared beauty and virtue 
for the gratification of a man who by his condad 
bad renounced his title even to the indifcriminated 
difpenfations of providential bounty. 

• So compulfatory a marriage, the appeal to 'her 
own ideas of right and wrong declared not valid -j 
but yet (he had given her confent to it ; fhe had 
chofen it as an alternative ; fhe had promifed to 
maintain herfelf Lord Tamford^s wife, and ibe de- 
temunedto adhere tdher word. To this the excefs 
oT her wretchednefs alfo inclined her ; fhe felt fo 
completel]^ miferable, that fhe hoped her difeafe 
would prove its own cure ; and fo far was fhe from 
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wifhing any alleviation of that which could not 
radically be removed, that (he preferred aggravating 
all the ills (he fuffcrcd, and defired nothing but the 
accumulation of misfortune to crulh her. 

There was only one confide ration that drew her 
attention from the horror of being married ttf the 
man (lie hated, and this refpctfled Lord Caiorne t 
(he was awake to refcntment, 'but it was a rcfent- 
ment fo mingled with grief that it rather deferved 
th^ name of forrow for the peccability of human 
nature ; neverthelefs (he determined to accufe him 
couragiouily, and to convince him that fenfibility 
does not nece(rarily imply weaknefs of mind. 

But fo little do we know of our own hearts, fo 
unable are we to govern even that fmall territory, 
and fo much do wc err in the ideas of our power, 
^hat we are only fafe from prefumption by making 
our judgment paffive. All her efforts fell Iliort of 
infpiring her with fortitude, and when (lie was at 
Mr. Gaynham's door, ,(he was worfe prepared to 
fee Lady Harriet than when (he fet out. Agitated 
hi a thoufand ways, (he flew up flairs without fpeak- 
ing a ^ord, but then her courage quite failed her, 
and (he flood he(itating whether (he had not, better ' 
fend a fervant into the dreffing-room to announce 
her return. It happened that, at this inilant, Lady 
Harriet opened the door, and was accidentally, com- 
ing out, when (eeing Conftance, (lie faid with an 
aflonifhing calranefs, " My dear, I did. not know 
•* you were come hd;me— why do you (land there ? 

Trembling, 
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Trembling, pale, and breathlefs, fte anfwcrcd,— 
* I am this moment come, and I was afraid* ' 
her voice drbpt, and Lady Harriet, eagerly a&ing 
what was the matter, led her to the jieareft chair, 
and repeated her entreaties to koow what had diflurb- 
cd her ; but Conflance's breath grew iliortcr, and 
(he could not fatisfy her. " Something has frighted 
** you," faid her ladyfliip, '* you ftiall have fomt 
** drops, and you will be better/* This medicine 
did not afford her relief comparable to that of tears, 
which flowed now abundantly, and which the 
amazement her appearance and agitation had caufed, 
nearly difablcd Lady Harriet from attempting to 
ftop. 

Mr. Gaynham a»d his wife were going to break- 
faft when Conflance arrived : he now Entered the 
room, and, furprized at feeing her, cried ** So, 
** Mifs Fitzarthur ? what ihy run-away madam 
•* returned at laft ?— but what is the matter ?— 
** why is flie in tears ? — has any tjiing happened?'* 
♦' I know no raore^" replied Lady Harriet, *' than 
** you do ; fhe is jufl comp in, and I have not been 
*' able to get a word from her,'* " Somethmg has 
♦' fliockedher,'* faid Mr. Gaynham, *' perhaps my 
** aunt is ill : whatevct it is, our being too eager 
*' can only retard her recovery, let her alone, and 
*' {he will grow calm.'* . 

Conftancr, now exerting herfelf to the utmoflr, 
faid to* Lady Harriet, who fat by her holding one 
of her hands ; * I am afraid you haye been very 
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* ' m.tich alarmed at my abfcnct.* ** *Till yetlerday 
^ morning," (lie anfwered, " wc were very uneafy, 
owing to a flrangc blunder at Mrs. Gayo^ 
ham's ; fhc ferit to us fome little time after you 
got to her, to let us know you would fleep at 
her houfe, and that you would be here ycftcrday 
noon ; my -brother called in after this meffage 
came, and wifliing to* fpeak- to you, fent toPoft- 
man-fquare to defire you would either fe^ him 
^' there ©r return to brxakfaft with us. There 
^* was^ to our great fuvprize, only one fervant in 
^' the houfe, -(he Hud my aunt w^ gone to her new 
** houfe, and our man prudently wc«t -on without 
coming home : by fome unaccountable miftakc 
my aunt's people told hiw you^w^Fe .not there, 
ahd Mrs. Gaynham was gone to bed, very much 
<* fatjgwed *with her rewoval. This, as you may 
** imagine, frighted us, and Lord Calorne fet out 
* * immediately to^ know if it cou ki j^>ffibly be true : 
all of the fervants that he faw perfifled in faying 
that you were not ther?, and that you had not 
^* been there; and none of them chofc to wake 
♦' their raiflrefs : they were fo confident, that he 
** cpuld not doabt bet fome accident had befallen 
yo^i, «r that you haJ gone el'fewhere ; he came 
here to ii:quire if } ou were arrived, and -then fet 
out, deteriijincd to vifit every place where there 
wa% the leaft chance of finding you. When your 
meffage came yefterday merning, we were con- 
'**'vinccd that Mrs. Gaynham's fervants were 
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^wrcfn^, and I inftantly. fent' to tell him fb : I 
«* have not fecn htm iince, but I dare fay he will he 
" here foon: ; and bow pnay let me know why 
** you are fo uneafy, for I am fure by your looks* 
*' you have been made unhappy ?" 

She could makte no other anfwcr than, — * I was 
* afraid you would be very anxious, but* 
** Well, well," faid Mr. Gaynham, **• I am glad 
*'' to find that was the caufe,*for I feared fonic- 
" thing woFfe: it is over now^ we are extremely 
" happy to fee our fifler eled again : come dry 
'"^ upk yoiir- tears, and behave like a good girl ; this 
** is not a day of forrow. My wife began to tcuze 
" herfelf with fuppofing that you might not be here 
" iatime, for Mrs.Gaynham's man yefterday faid 
"vaguely that you would come in^the forenoon;-, 
** but Iknowyour pundluality and took on myl'elf 
*' Xo be rcfponfible for your returning before eleven 
"^o'clock." 

Lady Harriet, believing Mr. Gaynham had" at- 
tributed this extraordinary aiFcdion to its proper 
caufe, joined with him in endeavouring to reftore 
Conflance's fpirits ; they prcfTed her to fit down to 
breakfaft with them, Jbut on her faying file . could 
not eat, her ladyfliip advifed her getting ready, as 
Lord Calorrie would perhaps be there in a few 
minutes. ** You have brought your clothes agaijji 
" I imagine," faid flie, " I told your maid to be 
" quite ready for you; and in order to difpach, 
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** if you plcafc, call mine to your affiilance, I drcft 
•* firft, jhat you might have her." 

Thcfe effufions of joy and friendfliip nearly over- 
powered Conftance, who fat leaning on her elbow, 
and covered, her face with her handkerchief. She 
paid no attention to Lady Harriet's propofal, nor 
made any reply, and both IMr. Gaynham and his 
wife grew more alarmed : " I am fure," faid the 
latter, " there is fomething yet undifcovcrcd ; but 
*^ I think my brother knocks at the door, he will, 
** I hope, remove or explain her agitation : I never 
" faw anything like it — {he trembles all over!** 
•* Go and meet Lord Calornc," faid Mr.Gaynham, 
** It may be the fervants have told him fhc is come ; 
" do you be the bearer of the good news." She was 
flying.acrofs the room on this agreeable errand, 
uhen Conflance rifmg, and catching hold of her 
gown, cried, *^ Dear madam, do not let mefeehimj^ 

* it is it is* — " What 1" replied Xady 

Harriet, " not fee my brother ?" * No,' faidfhe^ 

* I cannot ; it is on his account I am unhappy.' 
** Go," faid' Mn Gaynham,' laughing at her, 
** never mind her Harriet. How can ypu make 
** fach a requeftMifs Fitzarthur ? — I am fureyou 
** would not ufc him fo ill." ' If he comes,' re- 
joined Conftancc, while his lifter was liftening at the 
door for him, * I muft leave the room ; he cannot 

* wifli to fee me, and ypu do not know what yoa 

* do.' ** Simpleton," replied Mr. Gaynham, 
** your fpirits are hurried ; recoiled yourfelf, and 

, *' you 
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^ you may face him ; he is not fp very tcrrU 

Lord Calorne had now afcended the ftairs, and 
Lady Harriet^^ going out to meet him, pulled the 
door after her, and held it in her hand to prevent 
his ruflung in. Conftarice, ready to drop at the 
found of his voice, heard him fay eagerly ; ■ * 
" What is to be done, Harriet ? I can get no in- 
*' tclligence of her. I have been to every place 
** where there was any chance of finding her : 
" I am diftrafteci !'* " Patience, good brother," 
file replied.—*' Can you preach patience ?" inter- 
rupted he, ** there is but one comfort lor me ; I 
** am fure Farnford has not got her : I am told b« 
" was married laft night, ai^d I faw him juft now 
•* at a diftance ; I cannot learn to whom he is mar- 
" ried ; but thank Heaven fhe is fafc from him !'*' 
" If you were not fo eager," faid Lady Harriet* 
** I would tell you news of her ; but I thought 
** you had long before this been eafy ; we fent as 
^ ^ fooh as we heard (he was at my aunt's : How 
" long is it iince you were at home?" *' I have 
" not been at home,*' he anfwered, " fince I faw 
" you ; nor have I eaten, flept, o|* remained an 
" hour in the fame place : but is fhe flill at Mrs. 
«* Gaynham*s ?" ** No," replied his fifler, " if 
' ** you will promife to keep your joy within bounds, 
" vou (hall fee her ; (lie is in this room."' Not a 
fyllable more paflTed, Lady Harriet quitted her hold 
of the door, and Lord Calorne bounced in. 
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During this converfatbn, Conftafice's increafir^g^ 
perturbation attracted Mr. Gaynham's ferious at- 
tention ; but when ihe found that Lord Calorne 
was on the point of entering, fhe rofe from her feat 
and would have gone out at another door, had not 
Mr. G'aynham flopped her,, alfcing her if fhe was 
crazy; thus compelled to f^ay, fhe uttered in a 
faint voice ; * If I mufl endure this trial, Great 
*'God fupport m*c !' and fupk down on the fophab# 
At that inftant his lordfhip fprang acrofs the roonr; 
and carching her in his arnw, would have imprinted 
the kifs of welcome on her lips, when perceiving 
her pale,^ trembling,. deje£ted, and reludant, he 
ftarted back, and anxioufly inquired whether fhe 
was ill, or what had occafioned the manifcfl altera* 
' tion in her looks ; which almofl unanfwerable query 
Mr, Gaynham replied to, by faying, he believed hia 
lordfhip was the caufe, that her fpirits were too. 
much hurried, and that it would have been better if 
flie had come home tlie evening before, but that he 
did not doubt fhe would recover foon. Neither 
Lord Calorne nor his filler feemed perfedly fatis- 
fied ; yet, as they could not imagine any thing 
very terrible had happened, their greateft concern 
was lefl file fliould be too much affedtcd to behave, 
with compofure in chu4:ch» 
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LORD Farnford's prophecy/ refpcding Lord 
CaIorne*s conduct and defigtia now recurring 
to her 'remembrance, fhe faw to remain paffivc was 
criminal: to take the neceflary" part, where her 
paffions were f^ intereiled, was extremely difficult ; 
yet, determined to make every other confideration 
cede ;to that of dutjr, fhe tried to fpcik, but was 
unable to raife her 7t)ice : fhe began to fufpe£t 
that all thofe prefent whh her were engaged in 
the plot againfl her, as fhe had been fo compelled 
to meet "Lord Calorne, and he had continued his 
deceit to ^e lafl hour; and refentment reanimated 
htr livid countenance* This change was afcribed 
to the f ubfiding of thofe emotions which had fb- 
alamungly agitated her, and her lover's joy at^thia 
profpeftof recovery was not to be reflrained. 

Lady Harriet again urged her retiring to drefs, 
which Lord .Calorne oppofed, protefling he would 
Bot lofe fight of her till he had a tight to feek her 
everywhere; and chafing rather that fhe ihould' 
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go to church in her mourning difliabille than that 

ihe ihould quit the roum* " I am fure," faid he, 

** fhe will wave all punctilio ; othcrwife I muft 

** go home to drefs, for I have not had ihy clothes 

** off fince I faw you, nor (hould I, I believe, 

** for a month, if I had not found her. Wt (hall 

*' be verj'' Ihabby wedding folks ; but few will fee 

" us, and fewer flill know us ; therefore, Mr. 

** Gaynham, if you will order your coach, that 

** will take us all together. If we had a mind 

** to fport a coronet, there was, 1 faw, near your 

'^ door^ an earl's coach with an F, and it feemed 

to be in for a waiting job : we might borrow it, 

what fay you my love ?— fhall you and I play 

the past of an earl and countefs ?'^ Poor Con- 

ftancc, who too well knew for whom the coach 

waited, made no anfwer to this jefting query ; 

and Lord Calorne, feeing her ftill extremely dif- 

trcflfed, turned to Mr- Gayitham, and faid, " In- 

**' deed, I am afraid, if we delay any longer, (he 

^' will not be able to fupport hcrfclf ; I could not 

'^ have imagined (he would have been fo affe^led 

" or I would r^ot have thought of obliging her to 

** go to church : I am dreadfully apprehenfive fhe 

^* will not be able to ftand it : why (he looks like a 

*» corpfe V' " Take no notice of her,", Mr. 

Gaynham replied, " you haii better fend one of 

*' the men to the church, to dcfirc that you may 

•* not be made to w^t ; my carnage is at your 

" fervicc, and 1 dare, fay ready by this time, for I 

" told 
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" told them to be here foon after eleven." " Then 
*' try if you can encourage her," faid Lord Ca- 
loriic, ** aiid I will give the meflage to your fer- 



" vant." 



He went acrofs the room to ring the bell, when 
exerting herfelf to break a filence in which ibe 
could no longer think herfelf juftificd, ibe defired 
him to Hop and hear her. Imagining that flie had 
fome directions to give, or fome wifh to cxprefs, he 
returned, and Hood before her. * My lord,' faid 
ihe, * what are you doing ? — what new infult do 

* you intend me ? — do you mean to carry your de- 

* ceit to the altar, and there refufe me r— ♦what ad- 

* -vantage can rcfult to you fix)m expoling me ?^ 

His Lordfhip, his filler, and Mr. Gaynham 
flared, at each other, and at her ; and anger giving 
her the ftrength (he required, flie continued, — You 
have deceived me, my Lord, bafely deceived me ; 
but you are yourfelf the dupe of your artifice : do 
not add infult to cruelty. Perhaps you have gone 
thus far to find out whether I knew your intentions. 
I have, thank Heaven, difcovered them fufficiently, 
and have efcaped yoit. 

Lord Calome, whofe real or feigned aftonifliment 
feemed to have for fome time deprived him of the 
power of fpeech, now warmly deiired an explanation 
of what flie had frid : to youifelf look, fhe replied^ 
for an explanation : when I tell you you can not . 
intend raarrying njc, though you have till how fup-: 
ported the appearance: you think I am a weak in- 
fcrtiiated creature, and a proper fubjedl for — . O 

A 6 wicked 



12 CONST A^ C E : 

Wicked Lord Calorne : I muft fpeak : but you need 
no accufer. 

He then, in the moft folemn nianner, declared 
that he did not underfland her, and looked to his 
fiiler for information : (he feemed as much to (eek as 
he. Mr, Gaynham faid fomething had 9fStf\cd her 
fenfe^, and gotten poilefilon of her nMnd ; and pro- 
pofed their leaving her with Lady Harriet, that (he 
might, as probably flie would do, recover, if un- - 
difturbed. No, Sir, fsud Conflance, it is no de- 
lirium : if you and Lad/ Harriet are really igno- 
rant of what I mean, i pity the di^afs you muft 
vmdergo when you hear how cruelly Lord Calorne 
has treated one toVhom you have ffaewn. fuch friend- 
flilp : tijne alone muft prove whether his Lordihip' 
iptrufled his fiiler with his defigns : till I am fatis- 
fied on this h'ead, I am fure ihe will ezcufe my ab-^ 
fence from this houfe, as I receive fome new infult 
every moment I flay where Lord Calorne is. ■ ■ 
Sayings thefe words Ihe rofc and rang the bell. 
For Heaven's fake, cried his Lordfliip, tell mc-, 
what you mean, Mifs Fitzarthur ? — C^ it give 
you any pleafure, Ihe replied, to hear your per- 
fidy repeated ? or do you think me fo unintereiled. 
as to be able to do it ? 

Xhe fervant now obeyed the bel)', and Confbnc^ 
,to the furprize of all, told him to cM the carriage* 
up^ for (he was coming immediately : thei^^ (land- 
ing with her back towards Lord CalDme, not dar^ 
ing to tru$ her eyes, fhe^io' a Yoice that too plaiply 

1^ 



befpoke her feelings, faid to Lady . Harriet, For 
the many favours 1 have received here, accept my 
bed thanks : I hope you are^ Madanv as ignorant 
of your brothcr*3 defigns as you appear to be ; if 
- you are, you will feel for me, aad allow me flill » 
place in your friendfhip,-: — My dear, Mife Fitzar- 
thur, anfwered Lady Harriet, I cannot fuflfer you^* 
to leave us under an error r fonabody has impofed 
on you : I muft iniH)! on your explaining yourfelf^. 
believe me I am wholly ignorant of any infult in- 
teiided you ^ my brother cannot deceive you- r come, 
fit down, be calra^ and fufier us po fet any miHake^ 
right.. 

You- may endeavour to perjuaie roe, I am im» 
pofed ot), faid Con fiance, but you cannot cottvinct 
me of it : I cannot flay here : perhaps, when I am 
gone, your brother will fatisfy you^^ 

Lord Calorne could no longer bear his fituation \. 
therefore flifling, at well as he could, the refcnt- 
ment which either innocence or difappointment oc- 
caiioned, he took her hands, and making her fit 
down, peremptorily declared fhe fhould not flir, til^ 
fhe had explained what he had faid, or reserred him^ 
tafomeonc able to do it. — Of what is it, he aiked, 
that you fufpe6b me ? what ixifult have I ever of- 
fered you ? what deceit have I praftifed on you ? 
and what is 3rour meaning by afking me if I in* 
tended to refufe you at the altar ? 

She now fhook. univerfally ; and he,, feeing hee 
t8QK>tton^ faid more ^ently^-^It has bcea my mif- 

fbi 



14 C O K 8 T A N C B,: 

fortune to be often jmlfreprefented to you ; but be- 
aiTured whatever imputations may be brought again^ 
me I can clear myfelF from, as I have hitherto done: 
—do not deny roc the privilege of exculpating my- 
fclf. — Confider, my very dear Miffr Fitzarthur, 
the conne<Stion between us, and, as you hope it fhali 
produce happinefs to us, enable me to remove 
every impediment to it. — If, replied Conflance, 
you are innocent, what will become of me ?— I 
am the moft wretched being on earth ; but if, as I 
can hardly doubt, you have fought to make me » 
inirerable I tremble for you. 

Oood God ! interrupted Lord Calornei can you 
for a moment believe me capable of harbouring fuch 
a thought? but tell me, I conjure you, howl in- 
tended to bring this about: you fay J have infulted 
you and deceived you ; tell me how ; and you in- 
timate that I meant to refufe you at the altar; 
now I in lift on an explanation of thefe three charges, 

and on knowing your author. My Lord, flie 

replied, fummoning all her fortitude, and turning ' 
ber eyes from his, a few words will expktn the 
whole : you aro married. 

Upon my life, returned he, I began to fufpe^t 
this was it. Well, my dear Madam, lanlgladit 
is nodiing worfe ; we fliall fbon fet this {Irait : I 
was afraid it would reach you, but do not be 
alarmed. Is this my greaiteft crime } if it is, I may 
fsty there is no remainiiig inipedimeat to my claim- 
ing 
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ing you. Will you give me a proof of your confi- 
dence in me by refling fatisHed with my aiTurance 
that I can explain this ? and allow me to defer it 
till I have married j^^w ; my other wife will be very 
ha{^y to be introduced to you : You know I told 
you Mifs Ecklow was your rival. — *Oh, what 
men dare do"! what men can do ! what men will 
do!* exclaimed Conftance : — I ihould defervc infa- 
my if I could fo court it. That you ihould have 
married Mifs Ecklow is not in itfelf a crime ; but 
that you fhould have impofed on me is horrid vil- 
lainy. 

But, faid he, tell me what is the incontrovertable 
evidence you have of this faft. — Such evidence, fhc 
anfwered, as I dared not reject : fuch as inclines me 
rather to doubt your proteiiations than the proofs 1 
have received : of this be aiTured that, had the fmall- 
oil fpace been left for incredulity, I had acquitted 
you ; but I could not refufe the teffimony of my eyes 
and cars : however, your LordQiip, I perceive, does 
not deny it : you are rights for it could aafwer no 
end ; I was driven to defperation, my doom is 
filed. ^ ' 

He fmiledat her while ihe was fpealdng, for her 
countenance never fo flrongly indicated her love for 
him, though it expreft rcfentment and grief.. Z^y 
Ikrriet and Mr. Gaynham fee med evidently in the 
fecret, and begged lier-only to attend to Lord Ca- 
lorne's account of thi» matter.— I wiU hear him, 

faid 
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(aid (he, but he mufl not expedt me to pay muclr 
credit to him : he who did not abhor fuch guilt 
will not fcruffle or be at a lofs to palliate ir. O fye ! 
Mifs Fitzarthur, he cried, do not let us talk of. 
guilt: — why confider we have but one foul : there 
is nothing like guilt in this affjiir, upon my honour ;. 
and 1 pledge myfclf to convince you immediately 
that you are indeed the perfon deceived ; but it is • 
in thinking ill of me. I know from what the report, 
originated; and, hpweverdifficult to prove a ne* 
gative may be, in this inftance L hold it poffi*- 
ble. 

Stay, faid ConftanCe-; do not imfunderftand me ; 
it is not from report- that \ had my information : the 
-evidence I yielded' to was that of your own hand-- 
writing. — My own hand-writing ! he repeated : be- 
ware, my Conftantia; that once impofed on you- 
before :: I never by my own hand-writing acknow-- 
Icdged that T was married. — Not that you were^- 
married, f^d fhe^ but you mentioned your intended^ 
marriage* — Oh, he rejoined, I guefs what you 
might have feen ; but how the duce could you get 
at it ? upon my word, if this were the beginning of. 
oim: amour, I (hould, from the pains you have 
taken> draw an inference that would make me fu-^ 
prcmcly vain, ■ ■ I took no p^s, replied Con- 
ibnce \ the fubje6i: was traced to its fource by one* 
who wiihed me to believe it, and by convincing me 
o£ it|p faved me from the ruin prepared for me. 

OMi& 
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6 Mifs Fitzarthur, interpofcd Mr. Gaynham, 
this 13 too ,much to fay : I am fure you wei'e ac- 
quainted with the word of my brother's intentions 
againfl you. — You have been impofed on indeed. 
Madam, faid Lord Calorne : allow me, for feri- 
oufly we fliall be too late, but the fame degree of 
credit you have given to this report, and I will con- 
vince you that, however cautioiis you have been, 
the judgment you formed of me was too hafly;— • 
I am not married, nor can I ever marry any other 
woman but you : Mif& Ecklow is at this moment 
the wife of Colonel Derville. It is true, that, till 
the commencement of the ceremony, I appeared at 
her requefl, as her intended hufband, and then, by 
an artiiice which,, at fome other time, I will explaia 
to you, the Colonel took my place, and was mar* 
ried to her. The Evidence- of my hand-writing was^ 
I imagine,, a note fent to Dr. ■» appointing 

the hour; this was my writing, but it proves no- 
thing; .for though I took on myfelf all the prepa-. 
ration, and went to and returned from church with 
Mifs Ecklow, it was only for the purpofe of fa- 
vouring Deivilley and removing his difficulties* If 
this affurance does not fatisfy you,, I will write ta 
him and his wife, and get an atteftation of It from 
them : you muft tell me who was fo folicitous to 
impofc- €>n you, when we come back, for it is high 
time we were fe.t out, and you can no way repair 
the injury you have done me, but by putting it 

immc- 
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immediately out of the power of impertinence and 
calumny to make cither of us unhappy. 

He paufed, expefthig her reply ; but the weight 
of her misfortuVies was now much too great to leave 
her the ability to fpeak : fhe believed, nay, (lie could 
not doubt what he had faid to be true ; and (he 
had, though innocently, injured him beyond repa- 
ration : (he dreaded his being made acquainted with 
the irremoveable obffacle to all their hopes, ^d was 
tortured by rcfle6king on what (he had done,— 
Wholly Unable to inform him of it, yet convinced, 
of the neceffity of doing it, and half choaked with 
the contending paffions of her bofom, he had ju(t 
(cftted hunfdf by her, and then thrown his arm 
round her to fupptoit her, when raifing hei'eyes, 
ahd looking fledfaftly at him, (he exclaimed. Good 
Heaven! what have I done? and rechning her 
head on his ihoulder, becape infenfible to her ^* 
flidioo. 
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TH E joy which the rc<aifying what was by all^ 
excepting Conftance, confidercd as an unim- 
portant miftakc, was m forac meafure abated by its 
fevere effects on her. Lord Calorne now repented 
that he had not more cautiouily convinced her of her 
error, yet he had rcafon to be pleafcd with this 
proof of her belief of hin^ : his fifter and Mr. - 
Gaynham, though alarmed for her, were fo tho- 
roughly convinced that her return to life would be 
a return to happinefs, that their folicitude extended 
Ho farther than reftoring to her the ufe of her fstr 
culties; little fufpeding that the 'only fituation in 
which {lie could efcape an aggravation of her fuf- 
ferings, was that fhe was then in. 

Lord Calorne watched her with the tendereff and 
moil impatient affiduity, and faw her gradually i-e-^ 
cover, with all the rapture of a map who depended 
on her reftoration for more than his exigence : he 
waited for the fmile which Ihould indicate that flie 
was happy in being undeceived, and was afloniflied 
when he faw that, in proportion to the increafe of 

ani- 
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animation, her emotion increafed. Lady Harnef^ 
thought this the confequence. of her being too 
* greatly furprized, but they could afford her little 
time to perfect her. recovery : it was confiderably 
pad eleven o'clock, the carriage was at the door, 
his Lordfliip cautioufly reminded her, and his filler - 
took up her cloak. 

She rofe, as if in compliance with the admoni^ 
tion, *and going towards Lady Harriet, in an agony 
of grief not to be defcribed, flie threw herfdf on 
her neck. Lady Harriet, though f6 nidch amazftcT 
as to be almoff incapacitated from affording her iny 
relief, did what fhe coufd to encourage her : ihe, aar^' 
well as Mr. Gaynham, imagined it might be ex- 
» ceiEve timidity, and, hinting this to Lord CalornCy 
advifedhis leaving her for 'a f^w minutes: he did^ 
not concur m thelropinion : he faid ' hd was certaiir> 
. there was fome' ^tent caufe of this extraordinary ' 
cffed; and, as perhaps flte would reveal it to Lady 
Harriet, if ihe were alonewith her, he and Mr. 
Gaynh^nr would retire.— 1 cannot flay alone with* 
her, Lady^ Harriet' anfwdred ; if there fliould be 
any thkig very terrible, I (hall do her no good. 

Their fufpicions and apprehenfions continued- 
iiicreafing ; ai^>hey joined in urging her in the 
fbrongefl terms, to dilclofe the occafion of what 
thoy had been witnefTes to: Lord Calprne affurin^ 
htr nothing could fo much difh-efs him as her pre- 
fen t lituation, and endeavouring Ui raife her fpirits, 
by rallying her forbeing afraid of him. 
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In fucK a flate of mind, had her rerolution'been 
>.<ver fo ftrong, it was impoffiblc for her to make 
-what fhe had to fay intelligible^ (he therefore beg- 
- ged to have a few minutes allowed her, and, to dc- ^ 
tach herfelf from obje<5ts which rendered lier feel- 
ings yet more poignant, went iatje- the. next room, 
where, by every means in her power, fhe ftrove to 
prepare herfelf for the ftiockflie muft receive and • 
give. She cotilidcred the new duty incumbent ott 
her with refpeft to Lord Farnford, the inevitable 
neceffity of telling Lord Calornc how entirely his 
hopes were blafled, and that every moment fhe 
fiaffcTed him to continue in his error, was increafing 
fhe injury. Thefe recollections determined hcr^ 
whatever pangs it might cofl her, to inform him of 
the facrifice ihe had been forced to make ; but in 
what terms todolty or how. to foften the blow, fhe 
had neither courage nor cahnnefs .to conBder. At 
length a fpafk of fortitude darted into her mind "t 
fhe took advantage of it, anch with no more real re- 
folution than when*fhe quitted the room, returned 
'to* it: fhe could not preface the difcovery fhe had 
.to^make, for fhe did not d^-e to allow her fears 
J the rleall interval to ilrengthen, fglly aware that 
ithey were already more than fufficiently potent: 
fhe wa5 juft going to fpeak, when raifing her eyes, 
fhe met thofe of 'Lord Calome, and was awed into 
file nee by the terror and anxiety imprinted on his 
-countenance. He perceived he had confufed her, 
;5md again turned from her: no onc.fpokej all .was 

doubt 
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doubt, tremor, and fufpenfe : ihe dropped on 'a 
chair, and his Lordihip repeated his folicitation to 
know what it was that fo aftoniihingly agitated her. 
—If, faid he, it is your fear of giving mc pain that 
keeps you filent, you have nothing to apprehend : 
no misfortune can touch me that does not feparatc 
us, and that, I hope, is next to impoffible. Allow 
me to participate your feelings, they will be light- 
ened by it, confider, we are to ihare each other's 
pains . as well as pleafure?, and you do not know 
that it is out of my power to relieve ; if it is, let 
me have the pleafure of adminiflering what confo- 
lation the iincereft love and the tendered pity can 
bellow. Indeed, Mift Fitzarthur, it is unkind to 
keep me in fuch. fufpcnce : you have no idea 
of my love for .you, if you think I can bear it.— 
Tell mc, is it any thing that has happened (ince I 
faw you ? — Conftance anfwered. Yes. — Can I any 
way be of fervice to you ? is it concern for your- 
fclf or for another ? — For both, faid ihe.— Have 
you any reafon to wiih our marriage^ deferred ?— 
If you have, fpeak, for it would be unpardonable 
cruelty to make your tranquillity the price of my 
gratification furely you can have no diftruft of me : 
tell me if you have ? 

The tears now again forced a paflage, and fob- 
bing, fhe replied, I have no doubt, no diftruft :, 
I am convinced ; but could I rejedl fuch proofs as 
I had ? O acquit me, fay I was weak, or any 
thing exceptin g ■ i My dear, interrupted •. 

Lady 
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Lady Harriet, why (hould you fo unreafonably 
lament a circumftance entirely paflcd, and which 
can have no bad confequence ? I will anfwer for 
my brother, that he acquits you ; any body might 
hare been fo impofed on. Can it be regret for 
having fufpe£ied him, that gives you all this unea- 
finefs ?- -O no, faid Conftance, it is my own weak* 
nefs, my own folly, that^ I regret : my Lord, I 
have made y.ou and myfelf miferable : you will re* 
proach me, bitterly reproach me : I am miierable •* 
that is all I have to plead : forgivQ me : I was driven 

to it. Her utterance was now choakcd, and her 

hearers were left in a ftate of ftill more painful un- 
certainty than before. 

At this critical inftant the door was opened, and 
Lord Farnford announced : as he did not vilit at the 
houfe, his coming was, to all but one, matter of 
furprize : and Mr. Gaynham, fuppoling his buli- 
aefs might be with him, was j^oing out of the room, 
when the Earl entered it : his name .had added ter- 
ror to his wife's other fuflferings, and when he ap- 
peared, {he, unconfcioufi of what ihe did, threw 
herfelf into Lord Calorne's arms. 

This interruption increafed the original cqnfu- 
fion : very little attention was for fome moments 
paid to the vifitor, whofe eyes were dired^ed towards 
Conftance^ ajld whofe looks exprefled ibme difla- 
tisfadion at the iituation he had found her in : he 
feated himfelf by her, and taking one of her hands, 

with 
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with a degree of familiaiity aftoniftiing to the reft 
of the coinp'.iny, alkcd her, how fhe did. 

X*ord Calorne, not very thuch delighted with his 
rival's being fo near her, advlfed her to change 
feats with Lady Harriet t*hat her back- might be 
towards the light, fhe would have rifen ; but the 
Earl keeping her hand, and looking at Lord. Ca • 
lorne, (aid, I beg your Lordfhip's pardon ; my 
bafinefs Is with this Lady, and I muft fpeak with 
her in private. Mrs. Stavenell has called on you, 
my dear, and has fent me to you ; may I commu- 
nicate her meflkge in another room ? — Any thing, 
replied 'Lord Calorne, that you will pleale to fay 
in this room I am fure Mifs Fitzarthur will hear, 
and I am equally certain that fhe will not quitit 
with you.. Are you indeed ? faid he ; then my 
opinion of her is better than your's, for I cannot 

tliink fhe will refufe me. 1 am forry ; Lord 

Calorne rejoined, to advert to what fhould now 
be forgotten ; but, as you /have once given Mifi 
Fitzarthur reafon to fear you, I will venture in 
her name to refufe you. 1 will take no refufal, 
faid' her hufband, but from hcrfelf : will you, 
Madam, refufe me ? 

She rofc, without faying a word, while her 
lover, Mr. Gaynham, and Lady Harriet looked at 
each other, unable to comprehend this extraordi- 
nary compliance ; till Lord Calome's intereft in 
what paffed getting the better of his amazement^ 

he 
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ht flopped Conftance, and Jiaftily alked her if (he 
knew what fiie was doipg. Yes, (he anfwered I 
dare not refufe him. Dare not ? he repeated : what' 
right has 'he over you ?— my life fhstll proteA 
y6u. 

There feems, faid Lord Farnfbrd, to he fome 
wonderfxil mifapprehenfion in this bufinefs : can 
my right be doubted ?«^I fancy I am trome in 
very opportunely to explain a myflery, hut I muft 

ipeak to her iirft. Here If you pleafe, replied 

Lord Calornie ; you mufl not, you Ihall not take 
her out of my fight; your pretended authority 
can be founded only in your being made a meflen- 
■ger to her, and it muil: give way to mine : I fufpedt 
this is an artifice to detain us : — any bufinefs you 
have with her, you (hill fee her on after to-day, 
ihe is jufl now particularly engaged, and b this 
moment going out. > h fhe indeed ! the Earl 

alked, with whom might (he be going?— With 
me, faid Lord Calorne. — If I do not flatter my felf, 
returned Lord Famford, fhe will chufe rather to 
go with me : — but it is poflible, ^Madam, that it 
falls to my lot to difclofe what you came hither 
purpofely to reveal ?— let me fpeak to you, and 
know how much of your ftory remains for mc to 
tcU, - ' 

Lord Calorne, fired by this importunity, an- 
fwered, — Sir, (he fliall not leave the room with you : 
—if fhe is not capable of exercifing her own judg- 
ment, and you fee ihe is not, mine ought to 

▼ou IV. B fuppiy 
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fupply the deficiency :— you have long loft all title 
to her confidence. — Sit down. Madam, fsud he to 
Conftance, while I am alive you fhall not go with * 
him.—- 1 wave my rcqueft, replied Lord Farnford^ 
fmiling malicioufly^ yet I will prove to your fatis- 
fa6tion that I had fome right to exped it fiiould 
be complied withr— My with to fpeak to this lady 
in private, arofe from a deiire to fpaic her all 
needlefs uneafinefs, but, fince this is prohibited^ 
I am warranted in complaining of your injufKcc-: 
9&Mifs Fit%arthur^ I own* I had no claim to her 
compliance : as hady Farnfardy all who know mc 
will acknowledge I was not ablurd in expedting 
it. 

Eyes and hands were elevated with wonder, while 
Lord Calorne, reddening with anger, and coming 
up to his opponent, faid. Why you will not give 
me fuch a proof of your having loft your fen Tea 
as to fay Mifs Fitzarthur is Lady Farnford ? — No^ 
replied her hufbai^d, afteding the utmoft calmnef^, 
I am not fo mad a« to aftert, that the fame perfbn 
^an be two ; all that I contend for is that Aic, who 
was Mifs Fitzarthur, is this morning Countefs of 

Farnford and my wife : and . fo, added he, 

turning round to Conftance, who more than half 
dead had thrown herfelf into a chair behind him, if 
your Ladyfhip is ready to go home,—! believe your 
carriage waits. 

After a pauf© of a few feconds, during whkli 
.die attention of every one was directed to Conftanee, . 

Xiord 
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Lord Cido'rnc, ftarting^ from fleep, fald,'— I wiH 

not believe it, — ^*tis abfolutely impoSible, and then 

addreffing himfelf-to Mr. Gaynham: He is road, 

or he was drunk lad night, and has not recorered 

it ; I wifii my fifter would take htr out of the room j 

— ^it is very unfit for her to be here now ^ his imper* 

tihence effedually has detained us, and I fuppofe it 

will be no cafy matter to get fid of hint.— — ^Thia 

he faid in a vdice fo low that only Mr. Gaynham 

heard him ; he fpoke to Lady Harriet, and ihe, 

going towards Conftance, advifed her to go up 

(lairs with her,— Lord Farnford hearing this, (aid to 

Lady Harriet,— Firft, Madam, if you please, let 

it be proved that flie is at liberty to follow your 

kind fuggeftion.-— I fhould be very happy to fpare 

Lady Farnford's being prefent at this denouement ; 

but perhaps nothing lefs than her own voice will 

convince Lord Calorne.— *— And that, returned 

Lord Calorne, if it is poflible that ftie can, while I 

am here to defend ^her, be under any apprehenfion 

from you% will not be fufficient.— — Then tYufi 

your eyes, rejoined the Earl, Gripping off Con* 

ilance's glove, and (liewing her ring :— now believe 

mb, or fay what farther proof you require, I am 

ready to give it you.— *— Mifs Fitzarthur, faid 

Lord Calorne, you mufl immediately deny this, of 

I muft believe, if fucb treachery is poflible, that ' 

you have deceived me : fpeak ; fay you are not 

his wife, and* nothing (hall ihake my confi4c>ii<^^ in 

you. 

Bi Difficult 
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Difficult as it was for her to utter a word» flie 
anfvvered, — I cannot deny it ; I am his wire ; but 

— ^ . It is enough, interrupted Lori Ca- 

lornc. I aik no farther infomaation. I have been 
convinced that no ties can bind thofe who have not 
a principle within to reftrain them ; but you, Ma- 
xiam, I thought fo incapable of any thing that was 
.not more than IJriAly right, that nothing lefs than 
this proof ihould have prevailed on .me to think of 
you as I now do : yet let me not judge too hardly : 
Xord Farnford, you have compelled her to this mar- 
riage ? her confent has never been given to it ; I 
hold it, Sir, the indifpenfable duty of men reci- 
procal y to bear injuries ; but thefe are injuries of 
fuch tnagnitude, and fo feverely felt, as to require 
more than humanity to bear them : this, which 
you have done me, is fuch : it is true, there is no- 
thing in this world that can make roe any reparation: 
but my temper will not permit you to enjoy the truits 
of -fuch unexa iipled villany : one of us muft be re- 
jnoved.; and if it is in your nature to do a friendly 
,a(n:Ion, your taking from me an cxiilcnce which 
you have rendered not on y worthlefs but intoler- 
able,, would be fo : I mud therefore demand the 
only fatisfa6lion you can make me ? 

When your Lordfhip has made it appear, re- 
j>lied the Earl, that I had not Lady Farnford's 
confent, I will wait on you : her confent was not 
wanting ; flie gave it me, and when I was once 
about to abandun my intentioi;, and leave her at li^ 

bcrty 



A war K L. 29 

bcrty. to perform an engagement I now find flic 
was under to you, at the very moment when I waa 
going to quit the houfe, flie, on her knees, beg- 
ged me to return: could I divine -that (he was fo 
attac;hed to you as to make her becoming my wife 
criminal ? 

Would you perfuade Lord Caldrne, interrupted 
Conftance, that I voluntarily confented to this 
marriage ? *tis true, you had my confent ; but' 
Heaven, to which I appeal, knowb how it was ex* 
toned from me. Lord Calorne I have been im- 
pofcd on. I did every thing to extricate mylelf, 
and keep my promife to you : had you been at 
home yefterday you- would have been convinced 
oHtj you would have believed that I prefirrid 
death to the fituation I am now in. It' to Uibf..it 
to an inevitable neceflity is criminil, I ftand con- 
demned ; but tell me, was it polTible for me, betray- 
ed to his houfe, detained there by him, perfuided 
that you had dcfeited mr, ^nd threatened with being 
carried to a diftance from all my friends, entirely 
at bis mercy,' without a foul in whom I cojld 
confide, excepting one whofe power to help me 
fell flujrt of her wifhes and my necelTity, was it 
poflible for me to withftand him ? 'tis true I did 
kneel to him, and confented tj this abhorred deed: 
what was the alternative offered me ? his pofl- 
chaife was waiting at the door, and he proteftvid 
Ifliould go with him in:o the cour^try. But why 
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do I endeavour to clear myfelf to you ? tl^ink nr© 
flill guilty — tell me fo — tell me I have deceived 
you, and kill me with your reproaches. 

Her hulband, who while file was fpeaking had 
^ walked much diflurbed up and down the room, fre- 
quently interpofing to ftop her, would not fuffer 
her to proceed any farther, and in a voice too 
peremptory to be difrcgardcd, told her. his bufi- 
nefs -was w^ith her, and that he injifled on her 
going home with him Immediately. 

All Lord Calome's fufplcion of Conftance, all rc- 
fentment of her imagined treachery, now in a mo- 
ment fubfided, and he funk into a ilate of ftupor, 
from which he was rouzed by Lord Farnford*s re- 
peating his authoritative command to his fcarcely 
exifling wife : he then a^ain demanded tjhjc fatis- 
fadtion he had before required, to which he could 
get no other reply than,— I muft firfl fee "LaSjr 
Farnfbrd fafe home :^— and as no op]^o6tipa Svaa. 
juftifiable, he was forced to fubmit to feeing^ her 
taken from him, for the Earl would not fuffer her 
even to fpeak to Lady Harriet, who was in tears, 
»or to ftay a minute longer ; but hurrying her 
into the c«ach, ordered it home as fai^ as possible. 
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]rN their way to Portman-fquare not a word 
!^ pafTed, and immediately on her entering the 
houfe, a fucce^ion of faintingfits reduced Conftance 
to fuch a ftate aa made t)ie confequences of this yU 
' olence to be apprehended : ihie was committed to th« 
care of Kitty, and others of the maid-fervants were 
oftldred to attend her • they carrieJ her to her 
\ chamber, and laid her on her bed, but it was not 
till towards the c^yening that fatal cfiedts were not 
every inilant dreaded : (he then revived, and, at 
Lord Farnford's requeH, was moved to the next 
oom* 

Though it was evident that (he was much hurt at 
the fight of him, and that it was highly proper 
fhc fliould have been left alone to tiy to refi^, he 
detained her, and indulged himfelf in a gratifica- 
tion, which noiie but himfelf would have chofen, 
that of the cbmpany of a perfon he had be-. 
yond forgivenels injured: he was in oxicated 
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with the pleafure of calling her- his, and his nst^ 
tural vanity and felf-lovc d.^iating to him that 
the continuance of her diflikc was inspoflible, he 
teazed her with repeating hii promifes, and with 
his difgu^iling confolation : (lie cried, and made yuh 
anfvver to all he iiiid, till, in a tone of very ill- 
timed raillery, he told her, that he was not cifcou- 
raged by her coolnefs, for that he waa fatisfied they 
Ihould the next day be very good friends. Su rprizc 
at this coniident alTurance awakened her attention : 
her tears flopped, and fhe replied, — Y^u have de- 
ceivedyourf:^lf extremely, if you think I am fo ea- 
illy n'rought on : no time can reconcile me to you,' 
or jny misfortune in being your Wife : do not expedb 
pe to change or to dilftmble ; I cannot, I will not 
do it : you have been a monfler of cruelty to me : 
you have feparated me from the obje£l of my ten* 
dercft alfed^ions and my higheft efteem ; and yoa 
have forced me into a marriage with the man I 
abhor. Your endeavours have ' been fuccefsful, 
but of this, Lord Farnford, you may reft aflureJ, 
that all the pleafure you can derive from your vil- 
lany ybii have already reaped : that I am your 
wife, may be a reftraint on me, but it can never be 
aniinptrlfc. ' My hatred of you will increafe as I 
/Contemplate my wretchednefs ; and, if it does not 
pleafc God to afford me fhelter in my grave, I will 
•fo far condefcend, as to requeft you to let me re- 
turn to my friends : you have married me : you 
have made mc miferable : you can defire no greater 

feli- 
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ftlicity, fince this is the end you hare uniformly 
aimed at. I never will live with you, if 1 can by 
any means avoid it ; noir muft you be at all fwr 
prized, if you find niy temper- very different from 
what it has hitherto appeared. You have made me ' 
mad : you are the murderer of ny peace, and when 
I am dead, my foul (liall cry for vengeance againft 
you, inhuman, barbarous Lord Farnford ! 

His Lordfliip's countenance (hewed he felt what^ 
(he had faid ; and, as if at that moment throwing 
off all difguifc, he candidly ov/ned, ,that he had 
be«n much to blame, .that -the ardour of his paffion 
had hurried him to an unpardonable excefs ; but 
that, as what was palfed was irrevocable, he could 
only by his future conduft manifeft his love for 
Her^ he told her (he ixmft nofthinkof a fepa ration, 
which he never could ' hear of, but that, if (he 
would confent to live with him, he would, by'every 
means in his power, endeavour to gainher affection. 

This was feebk rhetoric in fuch a caufe, and 
adminiftered no comfort to Conilance's wounded' 
mind : he had deceived her too often, and in the _ 
Idft inftance too fatally, to make his promifes or 
even his oaths at all credible, had (he been difpofed 
to liften to 'them ; and, under her pircum (lances, 
could he have laid the univerfe at her fee?, it had 
bfeenreje<Sled. JulUy excited anger, anduncon-* 
troulable grief, alternately occupied her hofom, and 
he faw all his oratorical endowments fail in th^r 
utmoft exertion : fhe was not tube padfiedj he had 

■ B S in-' 
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injured her beyond fbrgivenefs^ beyoodreparatioi^. 
and beyofid bearmg.' 

Xbey had fpent near sui hour together, when a^ 
ieryant brought in a note to I«ord Farnford, to^ 
which, after having read it, be replied^ with a 
forced indifference^— A pretty, coherent, bullying, . 
epiftle, truly \ neither addrefled fior figned 1 I could 
' tobeTure, gucii by the ftyle whence it comes.—' 
Give my beft refpedir to hk Lordlhip, and tetl • 
liim I am married and cannot come. 

Xhis anfwer wus fuffictent to dHcover the purport^ 
of the billet, and revealed to Ccmflance that it was-^ 
fi-om liord Calorne : the tcarJ P^fcc^ afrefti from, 
her eyes, and Lord Farnford, who faw the caufe^^^ 
tried to foothr her W a^urancerthat ht would not- 
be provoked tojacc^pt a chalice.— <xod forbid, iaid 
fhe, that I fhould occafion him to rifque his life. 
"VV^hat nrifcry have I" brought on him ! how happy: 
he mighf have been .had he never known me! and 
fhatheihould be fo infijltod I fo injured! fo rob- - 

bed! Oh Icannorbear to think of it. ^Then- 

do not think of 'it, faid her infen^le huihand.— «- 
Mi's. Stavencll called here this morning while you^ 
were abfent, and fhe deiires we will dine with hcf 
to-morrow: your Coufin has written' to her; and^ 
gives us no hopes of his being at home yet, fo flic 
p-opofe» going into the country in a fcvrdays : you"* 
have no objc^^on to her ijivitation,. I hope. — Do 
you imagme,- replied Conpance^ that I^ can accept 
invitations? How can my aunt bear to fee me. 
"when &fi muil be f(m£bie that fiie has contributed 

ta 



totny imsfemxnes ? I have not fo much charity : 
ihe has b^ea' very unkind to m«» But, pray, my 
I;ord, ring the bell for Kitty : I can fit up no longer ; 
n^ head will fplit : I mviHt go to bed. 

And when may I fee you again^ if I let you go 
now^^ faid hia Lordihip.*— Never alive, pray 
Heaven I (he anfwered.-— O foolifh girl ! he rejoined, 
you mu not be fo unhappy. I know you have to« 
much good^ienfe . to fret' long ^t. what is irremedi- 
able : you muil tell me when. I fhall fee you ? 
. This I . will tell you,* faid ihe, .that unle& I am 
allowed to be the nu{lreis.of myfel^ and to remain 
alone ^. when and how long I^leafe, I will by fbmc 
method or other procure a feparation from you. I 
a^t fure> it is^ poffible, <,for it is reafonable ; and I 
fplemnly declare, that if your Lordfliip prefuimes 
to leifen the diftance between us, or if you be - 
hj^ve to me mth any greater degree of familiarity 
than I permit^ or than you would (hew to a ftrlanger, 
fhouldit cod me my worthlefsiife, I will oppofe 
you, and quit! your hated houfe and its, treacherous 
i^ailer for ever. , Your violence juflifies my abfent« 
ing myftlf from, you,: and I infift -on your fubmit^ • 
tiDg to my refuial : you have found it pleasant to 
bt peremptory, ^and youmufl allow me to be fo in. 

It cannot fubmit to abfolUte prdiibitioB^ re^* 
titnied Lord Jarnfbrd : rgnfider, M^Uiam, I hav* - 
a> jight to fee you, and I (hall have no encoujrage- 
ment to humour you, if you tell me it will be voi^ 
efcSaah I would advife you tofliew a little wh^ 
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in your anger, for, depend on it, if I find that yon 
refufe to fee me, and admit any one elf<^, even your 
favourite Calome, he Ihall anfwer for it : lunx} you 
became my wife, matters not ; that you are' fo, is 
fufficient juftification' for me j and whatever fharera 
\ may have in your hearty I will have no greater 
preference manifefted to any than myfelf. 

Sentiments, cried Conilance, cxaAly fitted to 
Lord Farnford*s mind ! You have afTociated with 
the worfl part of the worlds and your ideas arc 
their'*; but I will not fatisfy you on this head: 
be jealous of me, and kindly kill me : I tell you,, 
and have often told- you, I hate youj and I love 
Lord Caiorne: will not that rouze your indigna- 
tion? have you no fpark of honour in you ? can 
you patiently hear me fay, that I will cherifli my. 
love for him'? that my greateft poffible felicity 
would be,, to die in his arms ? Good God !; you <aa- 
fland it,, and laugh arme ! 

I can fland it ;— d can laugh at you ;• and I can 
Hill love you, he floically replied, for I knov/ 

what you can and what you cannot do, Your 

paifions are difappointed ; but I am fare a little 

time will calm you. 1 will ring for your fervant : 

you may retire if you ehufc it. — I fhall do myfelf' 
the honour of making perfonal inquiries after you, 
and fliail think half an hour's • intimation of my in- 
tention as. much as you Ggn expc6l. I am not' 
to be fo bullied^ my fair lady: wemuft be better 
frieud9» 

A Tamil 
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K. fmall degree of refolutioa would generally 
overcome Conflance's rage ;:for,as ber temper was 
nat\irally mild, any extraordinary hteat foon evapo*'' 
rated, and in the prefent ftate of her fplrits it was 
foon exhaufted. Lord Farnfdrd*s authoritative look 
and tone, and' above all -the convi6lion that he 
fhreatened^no more than he dared,' humbJedher,- and 
fli^ defcended to intreaty that he would allow her 
a reafonable time to blunt the acute feeling of her' 
faffcrings ; ffie proitiifed him that (he would not en- 
courage her avcrfion to him, that fhe would exerr 
herfelf to oppofe her grief, and that ihc would not 
purpofely incenfe him, and he, foftened by hei* 
tears, in return, confented to wait a change in his 
favour. ' ' 

Kitty was called,^ they parted In peace, and Con- - 
fiance, with great difficulty, reached her chamber : 
her maid then gave her a note which had 'been fcnt 
from Lady Harriet Gay nh amy and which fhc 
would nottruft any other hand tojdeliver to her, 

* Tell me, ray deared, my moft unhappy girl, . 
are you irrevocably Lord Farnford V wife ?— cannot 
your marriage be fct alide ?— 4"urely as it was not 
voluntary it cannot be bfinding ; — it it no marriage, 

* If you think any thiag of this kind feafible,. 
cannot you come to me ? do not flay with him, 

* Write me an anfwer yourfelf,* I have fent this 
to your maid that you might not be forced to fay 
what you do not mean : you fald fomebody in thef^ 
houfe was your friend, I conclude Ihe niFuftbe, 
Adieu; • ' • ' * H» G*' . 
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Though really fo ill as to be fcarcoly ab!d ta 
fiipporther&lf^ Conflancefat down to reply to thi| 
requeft, and, while her tears obliterated checharac? 
ters, (he wrote : . 

* I ihall fooh b^releafed: my heart is almo£t: 
broken. My dear Lady Harriet : I dare not think 
of what you advife : it has pleafed God to make ms, 
Lord Facnibrd's wife^ and his wife I am and muH 
continue* . 1 fubmit, but it is, I owni ia the hope 
that my fufferings will be (bort. . I am -at thiat mo* - 
nent burning with a fever. . 

* Might I fee y9u I you will not -come to ddshor^ 
rid boufe. 

* AlllwUhis youi^ brother's forgivene&v nqf.- 
teaiis ilop me : Adieu. ^ I have no name but 
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HER maid left her to casry this billet to JJe^/dy 
Haj-iiet's fervani!, and at' her return, found 
her thrown on the bed in flrong convulfions: the 

agonjr 



i^^sorof her nuKid orergowered her, and this ap^ 
geared the final cpuftift; Kitty^ cxceffivcly ter* 
Tlitd^rmg the bell; .a fenrant cajooc up to know 
what, w^iiit niatt?;, and carrying the news of hif 
Lady's danger to I«ord Jarnford^.he himfelf came 
to ken 

Medical affiftancc w^s f<?ht for, . and during thi^ 
ttmc of del^^ his Lqrd(hip. ftaid with her, .expref^ ^ 
img the utmoft' fury at that which was a natural 
efib£k of hkl -.Tiplei^ce : : after all his endeavpursy 
after the -facriiice o£ all thai;, a rational being would', 
thii^ Yjiluajbl^i to be baffled by the hand of death, 
aad deprived-^ of his prize in the very moment of ' 
Ti£^ory,'^was an indigni^ his haughty n^ind would' 
not patiently fubmit to : he fat>by. her, he looked* 
sK her $xedly, while h,er features and limbs were^ 
Tarioufly contorted,' and then lifting up. his hands ^ 
smd eyes, in the rage of difappoimment and de- ' 
feat, he imprecated pn/his heady , the bitterefi; curfes - 
for the'prccijHtatioivby, whif^hhe hadcouateradledt 
Kmfelf;. 

b ' • ■ 

'Ric phyficiaDfjfent for; came as fooR as poffible, , 
and her husband eagerly- inquiring; his opinioUy. 
ym anfwcrec}, that, as being a ftranger tp here 
con^ution, h^: could not: judge what ihe noughts 
ge through^' but ^ that, from her appearance and, 
fymptpms, it wa^ hardly probable that ibe> could 
liyc longer thai^ the ipondng* 

Unfatipfied wiih what, fo militated agsdnft. his 

wxihesi lu$. Lordflitp ordoired another, phygcian to 
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be called in, who confirming the opinion of the 
firft, increafcd Lord Famford's fury, and in his 
naadnefs he fvrorc that,' if th«y did not recover her^ - 
their lives fhould anfwer for her's* Thcy^ could *' 
only alTure him,- that no endeavours on their part 
"fhould be wanting', and advifed, a& her head was 
dreadfully aflfe6fed, that fhe ftiould be kept perfe£bly- 
quiet, and that nobody fhould be allowed to fpeakf 
to her. This and all other conditions that might ' 
contribute the Icaft hope of recovering her, he* 
promifed fhould be complied with : the knockers- 
were taken off, the fquare was laid with flfaw, flridt' 
prohibitions of the leaft noifeiwere fent through the* 
houfe, and he had how Icifure to refleft on what he - 
had done. , 

Conftance remained in this ftate till -day-light,- 
when fhe became lefs agitated^ Lord Farnfbrd fat • 
up below ftairs, and detained oncof the.phyficians, ^ 
who .vifited her every hour, with very little hope ; ^ 
for, though thei convul-iion .which had feiaed her • 
^ew weaker, her fever increafed to atremetidous- 
height, and fh« was in a perpetual delirium, raving 
about Lady. Harriet, and flriving to get up to go • 
to her : the only fenfible words fhe uttered were- 
compUints of great pain. in her head, and rcquefb for ' 
drink to allay the heat that confumed her. 

At noon, . Lady Harriet called, earpedling to fee • 
her ; but hearing from the fervants that nobody ^ 
could be admitted, (he fent for Kitty and learnt 
her danger. Mrs. Stavencll afterwards came," and ^' 

was 
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wns very defirous to fee her, but Lord Farnford 
would not fuiFer it. 

- Thus, contrary to the expe<5lations of all about 
her, ilie lived five days, durinsr which time €i\t had 
not one moment's fleep : fhc had o<nIy two lucid 
intervals of any continuance, and (lie then earned- 
ly prayed that it would pleafe God to rcleafe her r 
On the fixth day file appeared rather better, ihe was 
fenfible" two hours at a time, and Cept once for 
about twenty minutes. This, however flattering, 
her phyficians feared was more a fign of her being 
cxhaufted than of amendment, as it was followed 
by SL perfect flupor, in which, though her eyes 
were open, the greatefl tcffimony of her being alive 
was a convulfive fTarting. 

She was now fo totally infenfible that any,. Xf 
thofe could be found to whom fuch a fight was 
gratifying, who wifiied it, might without increaCng 
her danger fee her, and of this permiflion her huf- 
band availed himfelf: the phyfician was prefent, 
and pitying Lord Farnford's diftrefs, he endeavour- 
ed to prepare him for her death, and to alleviate his 
forrow, by faying fiie \v'ould probably go off qui- 
cUy and without pain: this was no confolation to 
his lordfliip ; his forroiv was entirely felfifli ; it was 
his awn defeat he lamented, and would willingly 
have prolonged her mifery rather than have loll her.. 
*He ib"i£lly forbad all mention of a pollibility that 
(lie would not^ recover, and vehemently cxprelling 

his anger at the contention between death and him- 

felt 
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felf, he awakened his wife from her torpidiiyy aod^ 
ihe inflactly fainted at the figHtrof him. 

It wa» now a doubt whether he had not complete- 
ly terminated her miferable esi(^cnce ; but Hie waft 
reftored, and he promifed to be lefs rafti in future*^ 
.She pafTed a dreadfully tumultuous night, yet did 
not feem fo much worfe the next morning as might 
have been expedbed ; (lie then dozed, and about : 
noon awoke fenfible and tranquil. Her phyficians> 
faw ber, and he who had fird attended her flaying^ 
fbme time longer, than the other^ ezprefled his* 
doubt to her maid whether any of her fymptoms 
were favourable : this, though fpoken in a low 
▼oice, ihe overheard, and beckoning him to her* 
bedfide, ihe faid— * I am dying ; I- know, and I 

* rejoice at it.: — tell him L forgive him — ^hc ha» 
*'killedme— I forgive him. — Bid him repent what 
•'he has done*. 1- believe for a great while I have* 

* not had the ufe of my reafon : it has pleafed God 

* now to reftore.it to me, and I hope it will be con- 

* tinued during the ihort remainder of ray ile.— 
.^ I fee death approaching without its terrors, and 

•■ rooflj gladly will I meet it: tell me, Sir, how 
** long it is probable I may linger ?* 

The doctor made no reply ; he was affe£led vnth ■ 
the fcene before him y and, accu domed as he wai^ 
to vliit the bed of ficknefs and of death, he could 
not infenfibly behold fuch fufferings and refign* 
ation. * Ah !* faid Conftance, * you are unwilling 

* to tell mc.; you think it a painful taikjto fix the.- 

• end* 
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* end of my life : thank you for your humanity ! 

* but if you knew me you would tell me, that I 
' might rejoice at the appi^ach of my deliverance. 

* Perhaps the time may be too long : perhaps I may 

* remain hours, or even days in this terrible ftate— 
' God, thy will be done : 1 wait thy time : but 

* I "beg to hear how long you think my rcleafe will 

* be delayed** 

As there could now be no fear of fliocking her,, 
and fhe appeared perfectly compofed, he aiifwered^ 
that fhe might continue, nearly as fhe was threjc or 
four days ; but that the greater probability was, 
that (he woul4 not feel pain more than twenty -fou^ 
hours : he therefore recommended k to htr, if md 
had any friend that (he panicujarly wi0ied 10 fce^ 
or any affairs to fettle,, to. improve this intervaU. 
^ Thank God for all his mercies !'* fhe replied, ex-- 
Xiljingly ; and clapping her hancis. together, * I hare 

* no affairs to fettle 5 but there is a friend whom I 

* much wifb to fee ; and yet it is better not : I could 

* not bear it r and^ yet^ hc^r can 1 leave th« 
' world withput it ?* "I fuppofe,** faid thedodtor,. 
** you would wifh to fcp my lord ?" * I can for- 

' give him/ fhe replied,. * but I cannot ite him : . . 
' I hope it is not neceifary that I fhould : bid him' 

* think of what he h^s done— I foi^ve him-'— O God 
•forgive him I' 

She was now fo exhaufted as to be unable to fay 
tny mor«^ and her phyGcian was quitting her bed- 
fide, when,, by her making amotion with her hand,. 

ha^ 
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he perceived fli^ Kad flill fomcthing which (he was 
dcfirous to cominuiikate : he returned to her, and 
in a voice fcarcely audible, flie begged him to feud 
for Lady Harriet Ga^nham : * I muft fee her,* ftie 
faid, * 'tis my li^ worldly concern/ She then 
funk rnto inlcnfibility, and remained fo near an. 
hour, in which time the do^^or gratified a very rea— 
fonable curiofity, by inquiring of Kitty what were • 
the peculiar circumftanccs of Lady Faruford's fitu-r- 
ation. , 

Lady Harriet had been fent for, and' arrived be-» 
fore her friend could be prepared to receive h«r : ftic 
therefore flayed in the nexrroo;n»: and the phyfician 
promifed Ihe fhould be called < as fopn as.his patient 
could fafely fee her. In about a quarter of an hour 
after llie came, Conftance roufed herfelf as from 
fleep, and turning to Kitty who was in tears by her, 
Ihe faid—* O^why did I wake?—! was in jthc 

* fweeteft place, and my own lord was there too : 
** how could you call me away ? — there is nothing 

* but cruelty here :- 1 will ^0 again — is he gone 

* back? — yes, he is, and I (hall go to him — he is-. 
*' happy, and I (hall be happy : — and Lady Harriet 
*- fhe fhall go— {he fliall fee her d^ar brother : — ^but 

* will (lie leave her liule ones ? O how I ramble,' 
faid file, recoUedting herfelf ; * Will Lady Harriet 

* come, and come foon ? if fhe does not it v^'ill be - 

* toa late !*' 

With all pollible caution fhe was told Lady 
Hjrrier.Gaynhara was come,, and every thing wall-. 
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'3oneto fortify her, left ftie (hould on feeing her 
faint and recover no more. In a few minutes flic 
fecmed tolerably firm, and as (l)e begged very ear- 
neltly that this indulgence might not be deferred, 
they were allowed to meet ; but Lady Harriet's 
grief fliocked Conftancc, and flic Was obliged to 
withdraw till the cffufions of her foriow .Abated : 
flie then returned to her, and taking her nearly 
lifelefs hand, faid flic hoped flie was Treed from 
pain 4 * Tolerably fo,* C onftance repUed, * I have 

* no reafon to complain now : it has pleafed God 

* to affiii^ me ; but his mercy will deliver me. 

* You arc very good to me — I am forry to hasx 

* broight fuch diflrefs on you : Whexe is your 

* brotherr ? does he forgive me .^ " Forgive 

*' you ?" faid X.ady Harriet, * you need no for- 

* givenefs : he .is gone" — ' Gone ! — whither ?* 
rejoined Conftance, ' fliall I indeed meet Lord Ca- 

* lorne ?— I faw him juft now ; he fmiled at mc— 

* he forgave me — he faid he was happy : Yet this 

* cannot be Ir-^here is he ?* *' Sailed for Gibral- 
*** tarj'* anfwercdhis iifter : ** He could not endure 
'**ftaying in England." 'God blefs him !' cried 
^onftance, * and enable him to bear his lot: — fpr 

* your fake I will wifli him to live — ^tcll him I loved 

* him — tell him my laft prayer fliall be for him ! 

* And now. Lady Harriet, I muft quit you — do 
*^ not lament my death, ; rather, if you love mc^ 

* rejoice in it : thbk what I have fuffered, aaid 

* .what a releafc it U to me.— J^ go from a woiii of 

* vexation 
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* vexation, and dlfappointment, and I hate every 

* rcafon to hope, that in leaving it I Ihall be happy« 

* I am grieved for the diilrcfs I have occaiioncd 

* you and your family ; but what have thofe to an- 

* fvvcr for that have fo injured us ? O gracious 

* God ! forgive them, I am afraid I muftfcc Lord 

* Farnford — I ought, for I will die in charity with 

* every body ; but how I am able to fupport it the 

* great God above knows only : yet why (hould 1 

* fear him f He has done his uttnoft : he fhall 

* come, and |>erhaps the feeing the creature he has 

* murdered may have a good cfftdton him : it may 

* deter him : he (hall be the laft perfbn whom I lhall 

* foei the (liort tin^e I fhall wait muft not be fpent 

* thus, I wifh Mf. Carnell was in town. There 

* was a little I wanted to fay to you Lady Harriet, 
** but you- are too much afflidted.' Her friend find- 
ing herftlf, as Conftanc^ had faid, too n^uch 
afflidcd to render her any elTential fervice, aQced 
her if fhc would let Mr-Gaynham come up to her, 
as he then waited in the carriage. This propofi- 
tion was gladly embraced, and he very willingly 
came to this fcene of forrow to (hew the lail a6t of 
friendfhip human nature is capable of ackdowledg- 
ing : his vifit gave her to whom it was' made plea- 
fvire, and Lady Harriet having retired with the 
attendants, Conflance, with more coiledtion and 
flrength than could have been expe6ted, gave 
him the neceffary diredtions for dlfpofing of what* 
ever toe left. She begged to' be^ baried with hcif 

4 father 



A N O V E t* ' *47 

^ther andmothcr at M^rflonbury, and that nothing 
about the place of her interment might indicate her 
being-Lord Farnford's wife : (hedefircd Mr. Gayn- 
ham to-write to Lord Drumferne, to Lord ^eycolm, 
•to Mr. Carwell, and to Mr* Aiftrcy, an account of 
her death ; Ihe recommended Kitty to Lady Har- 
riet's care, and ^re^ed^hat Ihe ftiould have her • 
clothes and what money was found, or due to her. 
•Her jewels file bequeathed to Lady Harriet, and 
cfpccially mentioned Lord Caforne's picture. What- 
ever belonged to her at Marflonbury flie will cd Mr. 
'Oaynham's children, as the reprefcntatives ot Lord 
Calorne, to have ; but he objedling to this, as de- 
priving the family of their i ight, and flating to her 
»hovv ftrong an appearance of fraud it would wear, 
as her intentions were known only to him, and ver- 
bally declared, iKe confented that they fliould not 
interrupt the legal channel. There were fome bool 8 
and papers of Lady Barbara Fitzarthur's at Lord 
Drumfcrne's, thcfe ihe begged Mr. Gaynham to 
fend for, to give the former to his wife, and to de- 
ftroy the latter with his own hands j and thus hav- 
ing delivered her injunctions, fhe funk down on het 
pillow. Mr. Gaynham promifed an cxad compli- 
ance with her wilhes, and immediately quitted her, 
to conceal from her that manly fortitude was not 
Sufficient to fupport the fight of youth, beauty, in- 
nocence, and piety in the laft conflift-. 
I So long a converfation had i^ade 'it 'impoffible for - 
I ^ eo fee Lord Farnford then, hm milking all at- 
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tachmcnt to the world at an end, in about aa liour 
(lie Cent for him, and every body on his coming left 
the room : he ftoad,. without fpcaking, at. her bed- 
fide ; her eyes were fliu|:, and he feared (lie wag 
gone for ever : he took her hand, which. had fcarce- 
\y any remains of animal warmth in it ; flie opened 
her eyes, and feeing him, withdrew it, and made 
an ei!brt to turn her head from hiin. * I forgive 

* yx)u,' faid flie, faindy, * and, if you fincerely 

* repent, I hope God Almighty will forgive you ; 

* but, my lord, you have been very crueL I do 

* not mean to reproach you ; I rejoice in the cffc& 

* of what you have done ; and I beg that the few 

* hours 1 have to IWt may not fee diflurbed. I thank 

* you for your care of me during my ilinefs ; and I 

* faw you that I might allure you I harbour no 

* refentment,—Mr. Gayi^hani has my inftrudlions, 

* I wifti you to attend to them.: — fufer me now to 

* die in peace/ 

His lordfliip's fpirit was fubdocd^ he fiaw his 
•vidtim expiring, and would on any terms haver re- 
deemed her life ; but this was not in his power; 
and, with fenfations till now flrangcrs to his heart, 
he retired from her ; he could not be prevailed on to . 
leave the room, and injudicioufly turning to take ^ 
a farewell look of her, fhe faw him, fliook her head 
and afited him why he diilurbed her by ftayiiig. 
He was then forced away, gad Conftance remained 
quiet as if in a llumber. 

4 CHAP. 
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WHEN he vas gone, Lady Harriet, wKo 
would not quit the houfe while the Icaft 
vital fpark exifted,. returned to her, and finding 
her in fuch a flate as that her grief could not difiurb 
her, ihe fat looking at her, and expelling every 
heaving of her bofom to be the lafl. Her doze con- 
tmued till midnight, \vhcn (he awoke, and lifting up 
her hands, cried out — * Thy will be done, thou 

* fwcet angel of peace ! — I am bid to live and hope^ 

* I will never leave thee nor forfake thee, and 'for 

* thy fufferings thy reward (hall be the greater— 

* fweet words ! But where is my dear Harriet ? 

* I thought flie was here,. and (he too bid me live 

* and hqpe, and fo did my beloved loA'd :---I faw 

* him — I heard him promife obedience, and I muft " 

* obey :— and fo I will. I wilhed to die, but I 

* mufl not: yet why ihouldl live ? - that God 

* knows, and the apgel could not tell me :-^he bid 

* me hope, but what ?— Oh ! 1 will hope— it would 
.' be wicked to diibbey after inch goodnefs/ 
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$6 CO N* 8 r A tr C B X 

Turning to Lady Harriet, and taking one of her 
hands, ihe continued*—^ I am told I (hall be happy, , 

* ajid that I muil not die* — He frowned at me when 

* i faid I could not live, and faid IJhould live, and 

* afterwards be removed tp the fweeteft place— all 
' was moon-light, and fo cool and beautiful I and 

* your brother met me, and he deiired me to live.' 
Here her voice d]«)ppi^ flie whifpered fomething 
more, unintelligibly, and as if quite fpent, (Iretched 
herfelf out, and in a moment was profoundly aileep. 
At that inflant Lady Harriet fainted,' fiite was car^- 
ed into the next room, and the phyfician leaving 
Kitty to recover hef, fat dbwn by Conftance to 
wait the confirmation of his fears that fliewas iiTe- 
vocably gone. 

Two hours fhe remained perfe^tl^ torpid, and then 
evidently breathed, J^rowing every minute warmer, 
and fceming to flecp fwcetly : at eight the nelt morn* 
ing (he awoke, revived and free from pain ; (he wag 
fenfible, and after having taken her medicine, flcpt 
again till noon, when the Doctor declared his hopes 
of her life. Mr. Gaynham then took Lady Hari 
net, who was nearly exhaufled with fetigue, home, 
and Kitty was enjoined to fend immediately to them 
if Lady Far fprd changed again for the worle. 

His Lordfhip's jpy at hearing ther6 was the leaft . 
expedation, .was flill more ^ribus 'than his grief 
had been; but^ aahevtras warned that her TecbVtiry 
could only be hoged for from excf cifitig t&c utiiibd 

cir- 
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circumrpe<5don, he promifed to forbear feeing her, 
and that nothing fhould be fuffered to agitate her. 

Her fever now intermitted; the next day flic 
was better ; at the end of a week it gave way, and 
ftie experienced the felicity of having her bed 
made. Lady Harriet's attendance on her was al- 
mqfl uninterrupted, and Mr. GAynham contributed 
greatly to her i*ecovery, by- his dwly vifita ; he 
endeavoured to ceflore^ the temper of her mind, and 
to reconcile her to her fate, in whkK he fo far 
fucceeded, that in ten days from the time when flie 
firfl gave hopes of her life, ihe profefled her wiiling- 
nefs to fubmit patiently to the difpenfations of 
' Providence, and being able to fit up, fome part of 
every day, defired that on the next flic might fee 
Lord Farnford. 

The phyficians advifed, as the weather was very 
hot, her being, as fbon as her ftrength would ena* 
b}e her to bear motion, carried out of town : and 
Lady Harriet immediately propofed her going with 
ber to Oatham; for this it was necelTaiy Lord 
Farnford's permiilion ftiould be obtained, but nei- 
ther Mr. Gaynham nor his wife cliofe to afk a favour 
of one who had fo injured them : Conftance 
therefore, herfelf undercook to mention it the next 
day when they were* to meet. 

She was not worfe on the morroWy and received 
the Earl with lefs perturbation than her friends h^d 
expe6ted :' he came to her pundually at the hour- 
ihe had named| and though his countenance indi- 
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cated fome little difpleafure at finding Lady Har- 
riet and Mn Gaynham were to be the witnelles if 
thdr converfation, he cxpreiTed in very .warm terms 
his joy at the profpfe6t of her recovery ; he told 
her he underftood change of air was advifed for her, 
that he would fend in the evening to order the houfe 
at Mount Felix to be got ready for her reception : 
this difconcerted her, and vexed Lady Harrwt, 
who fearing Conftance's acquiefcence, anfwercd, 
—You had better let Lady Fariiford go With us to 
Oatham : I am fure Ihe will find her health and 
flrength return fooner there.— Contrary to their 
hopes, he replied^ that, if fhe wifhed it, it fliould be 
ib, and confented to her removal at the end of the 
week, if fhe fhould be found able to bear the jour- 
ney. 

Mr. Gaynham and Lady Harriet were obliged to 
dine and fpend the evening with a friend, and in the 
afternoon', Confbnce being better than ihe had yet 
been, it was propofed that fhe fhould go into the 
Park for an airing : as fboa as it was mentioned to 
Lord Farnford, he begged to accompany her, and 
as fhe was determined to difcourage her averfion to 
freeing him, flie complied : fhe was carried in a 
chair to Hyde-park gate, where he met her in his 
coach, and they were now left to a fober tete-a-tete, 
which his Lordfhip appeared to enjoy exceffively, 
while his wife*s exerdons were necefTary to fupport 
it, without irritatmghtBiby manifeltiogher diflike 
of it. 

Every 
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fivcry thing Lord Farnford faid was calculated 
to encourage and to win her : he profefled the fin- 
cercfl: contrition for what he had done, anticipated 
her reproaches, and owned her hatred of him jufti- 
fiable ; but hoped fhe would accept with candor all 
the compenfatioii he could make Her, as it was not in 
his power to reftore her to the {(ate he had forced 
her from. Sh&anfwered that nothing fhould make 
her depart from her duty to him, and to herfelf, 
that his former condu^l iliould not prejudice her 
ftgainf^ him,, if it in future^ was not e^iEceptionable ; 
that the moft he could yet exped from her wai 
i^bmiilion, and that fhe fhould endeayour to forget 
what was paft. She told him he had utterly ruined 
her peace of nund,' and fhe believed he himfelf faw 
the madoefs of his compuliion; but that, if he 
perfinrmed the promife he had often repeated to her^ 
fhe would not aggravate his remorfe, by any re- 
iteration of her complaints. 

Words were almoft inadequate to ezprpfs bis 
gratitude for her condefceniion ; he folemnly en- 
gaged himfelf to confult her happinefs before every 
other objed, and declared the moil ferious intention 
of becoming wholly a new man ; reprefenting ta 
her, that this would not be ^he BrOt reformation 
effcaed by beauty and virtue. But that which 
did rnofl towards reconciling her to her fate was, 
an aiTurance that, till her return fron^ Oatham, he 
would coniider her only as the lady to whom he 
^ Was to be married ; and that, if his conduct dur* 



\/ 



J4 COWJTANCEJ 

in^ that time gave her any offence, he would con- 
fcnt to a total ifeparation, 

PrcpoiTcfled as (he was again ft him, and in favour 
of another, (he could not but own him entitled to 
(bme refpc^t, if he adhered to his refolution : he 
was, for her fake, and to aftbnc for his crime, to 

jnake a facrifice, which, however reafonable cm: ne- 
ce(rary, is the grcateft a libertine can - offer : he 
was to abandon vice, and all that for the laft ten 
years of his life he had mlfcalled pleafure ; he was 
to frame anew all his ideas of happincfs ; he was 
to be .confined within bounds, hitherto incapable of 
reftraining Jiim, and he was to lead fuch a life as 
muil at firfl be irkfome to him. She had not vanity 
enough nor confidence enough in her own attracti- 
ons to be very credulous ; but her natural abhor- 
rence of injuftice, and the candour- of her tepiper, 
ihade her liflen, and hope he was fincere- 

They returned home with the fame precautions 
as had been ufed at their going out ; he overjoyed 
and grateful, (he lefs afraid of him, and more tran- 
quil. Lady Harriet called as (he went home in the 
evening to inquire after her ; and, though flie was 
in bed, as (he was not aflecp, was admitted to fee 

^ her. Conftancc related what had pafTed, and 
was forry to perceive that her friend w^s rather 
difpleafed with her endeavours to be fatisfied : her 
exceflive hatred of Lord Farnford, and her very 
(Irong attachment to her brother, prevented Lady 

Har- 
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Harriet's feeing the neceflity of Conftance's en- 
couraging- a dirpofition to contentment : ihe dropt 
fome hints, which, though guarded caufioufly, were 
underiiood, of the incompatibility of two afie^ions 
of the fame fpecif s ; and gave it as her opinion, 
that there were no pofTible circumllances under 
which it was required of us to dilTemble in favour 
of thofi^ who had injured us. 

Argument waa» after the fatigues of the day, 
fo greatly laborious to Gonflance, that (he could 
pn]y tell Lady Harriet (he difcovered her meaning, 
aad afTure her that, wero (lie inclined to it, it was 
out of her power to lefTen her regard for Lord 
Qilome, or to admit another affection of xhat fpe- 
cies ; but that, there was a duty- incumbent on her 
now to the man who was her hulband, and that 
though (he fcorned diilimulation, (lie could not 
dK:quit herfelf, nor would Lord Calorne acquit 
faer» if ihe continued inflexibly to oppofe him, and 
.judged unfairly of his adions. With this. her La- 
dy(hip feemed tolerably fatisfied, and took her leave 
for the night. 

What (lie had faid made Conftancc very uneafy 
left (tip fufpeded her of verfatili^y : her motive was 
evidex)t^ and the warmth of her love for Lord 
Calorne was not to be blai|ied; but it was a v^ry 
heavy addition, to Conftanae's nu&nt^l futfciings, 
at a time when (he was ilruggling. ag^nft ficknefs, 
grief) iimd a paffion which it was doubtful whether 

C4 (lie 
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ihe could ever conquer, to be almoft accuicd oi 
want offteadinefs; her night*s reft was broken by 
refle6Hng on this fubje6^, and m the morning (he 
felt fo much difturbed at it that fhe fent to Mr« 
Gaynham defiring to fee him before Lady Harriet 
came ; in order that fhe might know whether he 
thought her endeavours to fubmit to a fituation 
from which fhe could not extricate herfelf, could be 
conftrued into a ceffation of the regard fhe was 
bound to entertain for Lord Calorne, 

Mr. Gaynham came to her, and fet her mind 
completely at eafe in this point, by telling faer 
that not only her concern for her own peace, but 
her duty obliged her to detach, as much as ibe^ 
could, from her remembrance whatever might render 
her engagement to Lord Farnford more unpleafant . 
than it intrinfically was : he Md he knew her well 
enough to be fatisfied that, after her mod fbrenuous 
endeavours, not one of Lord Salome's friends would 
have the fhadow of renfon for charging her with 
havings forgotten him, and he undertook to con* 
vince^is wife, that fhe was as much to blame in 
harbouring fuch a fufpicion, as imprudent in utter- 
ing It, 

He did fo, before Lady Harriet came at noo&> 
and fhe was heartily peniteat for having fuffered 
her alTedtion for her brother fo to overcome her 
reafon : hardly any afTurance of forgivenefs would 
pacify -her, nor could it have been effcdtually done. 

If 
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if Conftance had not ingenuoufly confefled that 
ihe was made happier by having Mr. Gaynham's 
approbation of her refolution. 

When 'Lord Farnford made his vidt, as the day 
before, to his wife, he brought a meflage from 
Mrs* Stavenelly who had poilponed her departure 
from London, in the hope of feeing her niece.— 
It xwas not without reludance that Conflancc con- 
fented to receive her; it brought innumerable 
painful ideas forward, and ihe would gladly have 
declined the favour, yet that argued reientment 
and an unbecoming haughtinefs, and (lie would not 
humour herfelf : (he therefore acquiefced in her 
wiih, and Mrs. Stavenell came juA as Lord Farnford 
was quitting her. 

This good lady had fo little accuflomed herfelf 
to look to the future, that ihe was ailoniihed at 
feeing the effcft which, what (he termed frtttiujr^ 
bad produced on her niece's perfon : ihe now, for 
the firil time feemcd to think, and protefled, with 
her ufual eloquent vehemence, that had (he known 
flic would have la'ui itfo to hearty flie would neither 
have meddled nor made in the bufincfs, Conftance 
begged that there might be no retrofpe^t to what 
was now irremediable, fignified her intention to 
fubmit without repining to her fate, and faid, (he 
would forgive the injuries (he had borne from every 
body. She told her aunt how fairly Lord Farn- 
ford had promifed, and Mrs, Stavenell was {o 
mvch jntcreiled for her, as to fay, that if he did 
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not, which (he thought impoffiblc, behave to her 
in fuch a manner as made living with him agrea- 
ble> her houfe (hould be at all times a retreat from 
him. It gave Conflance pleafure to be reconciled- 
to a relation of her father's, and Mrs, Stavcnell 
left her, after having given her a very prefling 
invitation to fpend fome time, after her return from 
Oatham, at her houfe in the country. 

In the evening of this' day, Conftance's feelings 
were afrelh wounded by a melancholy though af- 
fectionate letter from Mrs. Aiftrey, containing an 
account of Mr. Aiftrey's death the preceding week. 
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TH E flio^ remainder of the time Mr. Gayn- 
ham and Lady Harriet were to jjay iii town' 
prcTcntc4 their being fo muci as they wxfhed with 

Con- 
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Conibmce ; but (he wsta now fo well afl to difpenfo 
witb much of their friendly attendance. Her huf* 
■band was extremely attentive to her, doing all he 
could to amufe and gratify her, and confining him^ 
^felf wholly at home that (he migh^ not want com* 
pscny : fhe faw, and was grateful for his kindnefs, 
which however could not flimulate her to any re« 
.turn 'of love, nor relieve her from the untafincft 
ihe felt whenever be entered the room. 

ft 

She experienced very forcibly the error of .Lady 
Harrietts fuppofing he. could fupplant Lord Ca- 
lorne in her affection, and found that, as her 
ihrength returned, the agonizing remembrance ai 
her difappointment revived, and cait a cloud of fettled 
melancholy over her mind. She llrove againfl this, 
would not indulge in folitAlde, and frequently com- 
pelled berfclf to fee Lord Farnford, left her aver- 
fion to him fhould iocreafe : he perceived (he was 
\fti^ very unhappy, and had the fupreme infelicity 
of being convinced that it was owing to him, and 
that he could not make her otherwiie« 

She was to quit London on >Satarday, and on 
Thurfday morning the Earl told her he purpofed 
taking his leav6 at court, as ^he Should go into the 
country the day after hef : ihi iiad no objedion to 
his abfence ; and; as Lady Hfti^et Was engaged at 
home- ^or the w^ole of the dtfjr, '^ fet about the 
arduous t^ft of writing to fome <hf Yssi friends a 
• G 6 . detafil 
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detail of what had befallen her : from this ihe was 
obliged often to defi(l, the ^bjed was painful in 
the highefl degree, an4 ^^ her attempts produced 
only a fhort letter to Mr. CarwelL 

Lord Farnford called on her after he was dreifed^ 
and fat with her till his carriage came, during 
which time, as ifldeed in all other of his vifits, lie 
treated her with affectionate refpe6t, and confirmed 
her hopes that at lead, he would not aggravate her 
roifery by rendering the iituation fhe had lod, and 
that {he was in, immeafurably incomparable.— « 
Incomparable, in fo much as regarded her heart, 
they muft ever remain ; but her reaibn was cool 
and impartial enough to ihew her that, though he 
could not annihilate her forrow, it was in his power 
to encreafe it very much. ^ 

Almoft as foon as his carriage was gone out of 
the fquare , a footman came to her, and faid, that a 
young lady was beUm who wiihed to fpeaktober : 
ihe a&ed what her name was, which the naan nc^t 
having learned, went down to get, and prefently 
relfumlngwitha fmilc which he could notfupprefs, 
he faid the lady bid him tell her Lady(hip ihe was 
Charlotte Lyfcot. Conflance was as much at a 
lofs as before, fhe had this information | but ima- 
gining that, though ihe did not recollect any body 
of the name, ihe, might remember her on feeing 
her, ihe defired the lady might be ihewn in, which 
was foon done^ for ihe bad followed the iervant to 

the 
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the dom*. Could Conftance ha^e immediately re- 
cognized her as an old acquaintancei her furpriKC 
at her iingular appearance would have kept her 

:filent ; but ihe was convinced, that Charlotte Ly« 
foot was an utter flranger. She entered, and ftood 
perfe£Uy upright at the lower end of the room, 
without fpeaking, and gave time for the examina* 
tion of her perfon : her figure and her face were 
beautiful, though flie was pale and had a melan* 
choly look; Ihe was tall and thin, and appeared 
not above twenty years "of age : her hiir was of a 
bright chefnut colour ; and though drefled with fo 
little-care as to truft only to its own propenfity, it 
hung in ringlets very gracefully on each fide of 
her neck : ihe had neither cap, hat, bonnet, nor 

^ornament of any kind on her head, nor did ibe need 
it, for the tout enfemUe was fuch a deviation from 
all rule, that nothing common was looked for ; her 
cloaths were all white, her gown of a very fine 

; clear muilin, made long, and lying on the ground : 
, ihe had no hoop, nor theleail fliffhefs in any thing 
ihe wore : her apron and hai^dkerchief were both of 
very ex|;>enfive French lace ; a white farfnet cloak 
hung in fnipenfe Iwtween her arms and the floor^ and 
ihe had a cambrick handkerchief in her ha«d, tied 
tip^a&if containing- foj^efhing: her whole drefs be- 
fpbke extreme^negligenCe and liberality, and hung 

. CD her.like wet dtapery.on a Statuary's lay figure* 

The conference was opened by an apology fro^ 
Conftance for keeping her feat, and a r'eq^ueft that 

the 
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th« ftranger would fit down, to which (he tiuide Ho 
other . reply, than, Where is my JLord ?— If you 
^ mean Lord Farnford, faid Conftance, he is gone 
to St. J{ m*8*s.— Who are you ? rejoined the hidy. 
-r-This was a queftion at which Conftance paufed ; 
^ut on a repetition of it, (he anfwered, that She 
was his wife. — ^That cannot be, cried the ftranger ; 
God forbid it 1 it is impoiBble : tell me, are yon 
really married to him ?— Really, on my word, I 
am, replied (he, who would gladly have been con- 
vinccd of the impoiBbility. Why fliould 1 be here 
if I am not his wife ?— -^Then, rejoined the vic- 
tor, you are wicked indeed ; yott have robbed me : 
•you have enticed him from me,- and you have broke 
my heart. Are you Lady Faniford ? are you 
Edward's wife ? — I begin, to doubr, replied Con- 
ftance, whether I have a right to fay I am ; but 
you are mifinformed if you fufpe^ that I .enticed 
iiim : fit down, Madam^ and be cahn, for I am 
recovering from a dangerou^^Mlnds^ aiuLmyj^mu 
will not bear being hurried. • , 

Who can be calm ? replied Charlotte, throwing 
herielf on the fopha : it is you have made him 
cruel to me : you are the Mifs Fitataxthur^ I f«p- 
pofe: O how often I wiihed you dead! he is my 
~.hufband not youi^s^ and I '^'ppea>l co Heaven. to dc- 
ccide whether I am not his wtfe : there can be no 
Lady Farnfoid but myfelf ; and I wfll not fttbout 
Jto youmfurpatioiu 

No 
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No entreaties that fhe would explain herfelf, no 
alTurancesi though volunttrily offered, that could 
ihe fubflantiate a prior cltdm^ fhe who had igno- 
rantly injured hef, would yield to her, could ob- 
tain any fatisfa6lion : Charlotte fat gazing fted- 
faftly at her rival, repeating, O you happy wo- 
man ! you might well try to entice him : but who 
would think you would do it ? for you look good 
and melancholy ; yet iiow can Edward's wife be 
melancholy ? 

Before Conftance could reply to or even under- 
ftand thefe incoherent apoftrophes, tKe houfekeeper 
fcnt in, by one of the footmen, a Sandwich of 
cold chicken . and bread, for her lady, wbo was 
obliged, as fhe cduld take nourifhment by, very 
fmall quantities, to have it often ; the man was 
fetting it on the table, when Confknce prevented 
him, by faying fhe was not inclined to eat^ and that 
therefore he might take it away again. The young 
lady threw down her little bundle, advanced, had 
taking hold of the plate, feated herfelf in t]ie 
chair which X.ord Famford had left, and eagerly 
devoured what had been fent for ConfUnoe, without 
excuiing what fhe did, or feeming aware ibalt tbia 
liras an uncommon mode of behaviour. ' /. 

The natural inference from her appearance ^luid 
converfation, was, that fhe was mad, suad horn lifit 
avidity that fhe was in want : Conflance's pity now 
equalled her wonder, and knowing that the coA^* 
tents of the plate woirid notfatiafytTen the mode* 

rate 
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rate hunger of a peHclb in health, flic, under 
pretence that, if the remainder of the chicken was 
brought in, (he might perhaps eat of it, fent the 
man to fetch it, and remained alone with Charlotte 
Lyfcot, too mti^h interefted for her, and too much 
af^oniflied to recoiled that (he espofed herfelf to 
danger. 

The fair in(ane appeared perre^lly harmlefs, and 
wholly occupied by the idea of Lord Farnford : 
fhe looked round tiie room^ and faid this was dear 
Lady Maria's fitting-room. O Lady Maria ! if I 
had believed you ! but Lady Emma, wicked Lady 
Emma ! you faid I might trufl him : you faid I 
ihould be your fifler. And here it was, continued 
ihe, fpringing to the marble chimney-flab, here, 
on this rpot, it was that Edward told me he 
would love me for ever, and that I fliould be his 
wife. O deceitful Edward ! cruel Lord Farnford ! 

By the time the fervant returned, Conflance 
could collect enough to make her mor6 than ever 
abhor Lord Farnford : the tears flarted in her 
eyes at this wretched young woman's misfortunes, 
and, as much out of pity to her, as regard to hef- 
felf, ihe wifhed the connection between his Lord* 
ihip and Charlotte was fuchas would cancel her 
maniage : but fhe was forced to reprefs her curio- 
fitV) as the poor creature was intent on^ly on alle- 
viating her hunger, and became filent as foon as^ 
file perceived the means approaching. ^ 

The ceremony of invitinj^ her would have been 
it work of fuperejrogation ; Charlotte helped herfelf 

very 
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very dcxteroufly and demoUfhcd tkc major part of 
the chicken, Co^ftance taking no notice of her, 
left flie diould interrupt her. When (he quitted 
her knife and fork, (he ventured to aik her if there 
was any kind of paltry or fruit that ihe would chufe» 
and if flie would not hare fome (on of heverage."^ 
What have I done? replied the ftranger, ilarting; 
I did not intend to eat, and I hare heen betrayed 
into it. Well t it muft not he : here I am, and 
here I muft remain.— -Will you nothaveaglals of 
wine, or fome wine and water ? Conflance aiked*-** 
No, I am obliged to you, fhe anfwered wldly; 
wine is too ftrong for me : m^ I hare a little water 
slone?— This' was fetched foi* her; and, while ihe 
was 4rinkingit, Conftance faw (he had a miniature 
pi(£hire of Lord Famford hung by a ribbon round 
her neck : a proof, at leaft, that their connexion 
was not wholly eadfient in a perturbed Imagioatioo* 
The two ladies were now left together, and Lord 
Famfoid'ii laft married wife was extremely ajudous 
to learn the ftranger's ftory, which, however, ihe 
began to fear ihe muft content herfelf without, for 
Charlotte did nor appear fo communicative even «• 
at firft. To induce her to confidence, ihe told her 
how much ilie commiferated the little ihe had heard 
of her caie, and requefted to know' whether her 
claim to Lord Famford was fuch a. one as ihe could 
eftabliih y when her vifitor, rifing, and taking up 
her handkerchief, as if going, replied, with a very 
fiogulsr tone and manner,— the hsippy have no idea 

of 
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of frtifery : you muft enjoy your triuropb, Madam ; 
you have not known tke pangs of difappointed 
lore, you are not an outcaft from your father's 
•family ; you may glory in the virtue 1 have loft, 
'and you may be happy^wtitle I with tt^efe hands 
"dig my grave, and go tO'iTV«t:my fweet; angcL 
• "niefe expreflSont, and the defpair with which 
-they weie uttered, affe£^d Conitance deeply, and 
&c begged Charlotte to return, faying, that no 
^ne had fufiered more than faerfelf from Lord 
Tamlbrd, tmd thkt it was againft her ftroageft ia- 
icfinaticfn that jfhe'was his ivife ; th^t (he was herfelf 
ife tmhappy, that 1^ wiifaed' for^nothiog fo ar- 
dently -as a releafe fnm lifdy and . thsX ihe would 
willingly renounce every right that oppdfed his 
doing juftice to a perfon he had wronged* 
- Charlotte Ly^^^^ returned to hef feat, an^ was 
lelieved by a (hower of tear^, after which (he de- 
prived Cohilance df . the hope (he had « enterjcained 
^y acknowledging, that her dependence was (blely 
on Lord Farnford's promife, and furprized her by 
an intimation, that this was notthe-firfi: time of 
their meeting* — I do not recolledt, £ajd Conftanco, 
ever having feen you before, nor ever to have' heard 
your nftme : where have I fcca you ? -^In thia rooia, 
(he replied ? do you not remember me ? you called 
here on Lady Maria, and you nurfed* my little 
boy : furely you know me: how could you marry 
my Lord ? I would not, if I had died for love, have 
beea (b cruel ; he was mine««a&deed he loved me » 

till 
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till he faw you. O that you had died before he 
faw yon : he has been UDklnd to me ; but you have 
been very very cruel. 

It now occurred to Conftance that this was the 
young woman whofe appearance had excited her cu- 
riofity, and confirmed the firft ill opinion fhe enter- 
tained of Lord Farcfordy.in the winter which fhe 
fpent at Mrs. Stavenell's : (he had not forgotten the 
^ifcovery Lady Maria had made ; but it was im- 
poffible ^r her to have known that dils lady was 
^e perfon flic then faiw, as her drcfs wa» very dif*, 
erent, and Ac law very little of her. 



CHAP. vin. 
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'J^HE flranger lady feemcd to derive an odd kind of 

pleafure from hearing that Lord Farnford's wife 

was, though from a different caufe, equally wretched 

with herfelf ; yet fhe would not bear Conflance to 

con- 
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condemn him ; fhe contended that, whjftcver were 
his fallings, his virtues more than counterpoifed 
them, and that he would never have deferted her, 
had it not been for Mifs Fitzarthur, all whofc at- 
tractions file imputed to her as crimes : (he talked 
extravagantly, but in fuch a manner as left no doubt 
that, on any other fubjcdb, flic would have difco« 
▼ered a very fine underftanding, and her infatuation 
would have excited pity in a perfon totally unkito^ 
relied. 

After a little ferther enconrageniefity.fhe grew 
compofed and rational, and very freely told Cod- 
ftance how great a difappointment Lord Farnford's 
marriage was to her : to convince her that his pro- .. 
mifes were fuch as might have obtained credit^ ffae 
produced many of his letters, which were the con- 
tents of her handkerchief, and his wife ihuddered 
at his impious breach of faith^ when (he read vows^ 
imprecations, and folemn engagements, all dire^ed 
to tUs one purpofe, and verifying the obfervation 
of the poet, that 

" L*amante, per aver quel che deiia, 
** Sensa guardar che Dio tutt 'ode c vede^ 
" Avviluppa promiflfe e giuramenti, 
" Che tutti fpargon poi per Taria i venti." 

His laft letter, which had been Tent only two 
days before, was the motive of Charlotte's vifit ; 
and was, though exprcffive of affe^ion for her, 

f a ftria^ 
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a ftridl injundion to keep at a diftancc : this, ihc 
ffiid, was barbarity (he could not bear ; ihe believed 
Ix)rd Farnford had only told her he was married, 
that he might more eafily fhake heroff, and her in* 
tention in coming was, to implore his pity, and to 
remind him of his promifes. 

This was no triumph to Conftance, but a very 
fevere affliction.: (he faw herfelf the caufe of this 
unhappy girl's mifery, and all recoUe^on thatfhe 
had deviated from rectitude, was abforbed in com* 
paiBoin for her: Ihe inquired whether any, and if 
any, what proviiion Lord Farnford had made her ; 
and was glad to find ihe was more than fecure 
from indigence, but all that ihe felt for her, was 
aggravated, when Ihe anfwered a requeft to know, 
more particularly who Ihc was, by faying, — I am 
Lord Lyicot's daughter, the youngeft of his fix- 
teen children, all living : my father is poor, very 
poor indeed, and fuffered good Lady Maria to 
exerciie her liberality in educating me at her ex- 
pence. I am driven from home, becaufe I am 
unworthy of my family, and I am placed with a 
^x&znt relation of my mother's, depending wholly 
dn my dear Lord : my poor'little boy is dead : O 
that his mother was Ho too ! for it is too much to 
lofe him and my Lord« I loved my pretty angel, 
becaufe he was £9 like his father ; but yet it was bet- 
ter he fhould die ; be is happy, and this is a world 
ofmifery* 

Per- 
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Perceiving the tears tpckle down Conflance's 
cfaeeks, fhe thanked her for her fympathy, aD4 
told h^r ihe mtfft not be ferry for her, fince what 
fhe fuffered was the confequence of her own fault: 
you fhoidd do, faid (he, as all my relations do, 
upbraid and reproach me : you (hould bid me 
ihmk how I have fuUted the honour of my ^ ancient 
family, and what a difgrace I am to my name.* 
That, replied Cenflance, you (hall never hear 
from me : if it is in my power to relieve any part 
of your diftrefsy I will gladly do it ; and though 
you cannot expedt my receiving, you herc^ or that 
I fhould attempt to revive Lord Farnford^s a£fe£tioa; 
for you, I will omit nothing that can refbore your 
peace of mind, confident with my duty to him and. 
myfelf : make me your friend, and I will endeavour 
to deferve your friend fhip.—^At thefc conlblator}' 
words, Charlotte eagerly gfafped her hand ; and, 
while the brightnefs of her eyes was heiglitened by 
the emotions of her heart, (he ahfwered, You (hall 
be my friend, and I will repay your kindnefs by 
promifing never. to fee- rty LorA again : you muft 
not be- made unhappy by {uch a creature as I am;. 
and though I can affiire you that from the firft mo- 
ment when Lady Maria difcovered my attachment 
to him, and enjoined me, > when it was too late^ as I. 
valued her love, topre(eFve what reAmied <^ my 
cfaari£ter, and not to aggravate my error, I have 
never feen Edward but in the prefence of a third. 
ptT^n I this cannot fatisfy you who arc his wife : 

it 
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it w&uld^ not fatisfy, me 5 I yield him to yxwi, and 
Will "purfuoibnie caurfe that fti^U efi'^giStually divide- 
U8. i h^ refi>lvcd from' the tiitie: when he fent me^ 
that triiel letter^ thatl would npt e^t, but .1 have; 
not fortitude for fo lingering a death, 
- So much was Con (lance occupied with her.xmfor-' 
nate vififor, that, till Lord Farnford*! carnqge ftop- 
pedat thedoor; flie^didnat qecoUedishajtthe^ was ». 
chance -he might returtt before flae wa| go|ie» which 
was untowardljr thcbalb; and ji^rft as Charlotte 
had got to the door b£ the room, intending to re- 
main in fhd n^xr^ left, he fhould immediately come 
up to Lady Farnford, and, as jtKere was no efcape 
biitby that •door, fee her, he reached^the top of 
the ^vrs» Conlflaiioes not knowing what ihe*h84 
beft dO) but diftikihg concealment, told Charlotte 
to ftaj) and* at the** inftant of his cntraacOf the» 
wretched girl panting for breath, flew to his arms,; 
He received her with fome fhew of tendernefs ;* 
but, as if re^Htng.'to>his mind that this was im-> 
proper, he exclaimed,—- Good God, Mifs Lyfbotl. 
why are 3ra^'U hetePMs* this doing as I bid you, 
Charlotte .^ c6hie with me, ybu. muilnot ilay witU 
Lady ^arn&rd.-:— r-^No, Sir, fmd Conilance, m^ 
t^rpbfing^' ydu (hall not ^ake her fromrme^ unlpftt 

t 

you confent t&itiy'm ftamly quitting your honfe : let 
her fit de^n.' I h^ve h^rd: howivrspaMbly yoii have 
injured'hery and^l hftf e undertak^aito behsr fii^nd. j 
yott muft ^liofe-ibecnftl; tt> hei^ >lMaiife you have 

marriediWe,^' '= - •'" •' ..i {r : ': . 

' ' "' * . Shame, 
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Shame, Texatioo, and anger, were in a moment 
legibly written jon the Earl's countenance, wh<H it 
muft be confeifed, was in rather anembarraffing 
fituation between his wife and his miftrefs ; he 
walked up and down the room, without fpeaking, 
while Cbariotte deprecated his wrath for her difo* 
bedienee, and Confiance deplored her own mifery 
in tears : he fiDund it in^iaffl>le to £iy any thing to 
Mifs Lyfcot in another roomt and as difficult to 
fay any thing to either of the ladies where they 
were. From^is awkward diftrefs his wife releafcd 
him, by difpaffionately telling him, that, notwith- 
ftanding his marriage rendered any connedtion with 
Mifs Lyfcot more eminently criminal than ever, 
ihe mud ia£fl on his making her every atonement 
in his power, and that ihe would willingly- permit 
their meetings for the purpofe of permi^nently fet;« 
tling her out of the reach of farther danger ; that 
file trufied his Lordfiiip would not openly infuk hia 
wife, and would, for their convenience, retire to 
another room. 

. Charlotte earneftly intreated her not tp go, and 
Lord Farnford jcSned her : it was th^n ierioufly 
debated how Charlotte ihould be difpofed of^ to 
vemove ail xinaaft of complunt ; but ihe objected to 
whatever was fuggeiled, and nothing was ^agreed 
on* She wdat away in a hackney coach, which 
had been waidngs fisr her, and fffomifed to run^nate • 
en-the feveral-.tchemes propofed, and.to^rite )kigf 
fentimeats to Lady Farnford on the moncofr. 

When 
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When fhe was gone, he threw himfelf on a chalr^ 
^ith his araiB crofled, the very image of abje^ 
ihame ; it was a fubje6kon which nothing was to be 
faid: for it would neither admit of.juftifying, ex* 
cufingy nor palliatkig : at lail he, made an effort 
•to rife, and went toward the door, when Conflancc 
. <ieiired him to return, and, if he was totally at -a 
lofs, to give her a patient- >hearing. He replied he 
would ; and, refuming his feat, ^prepared to ftand 
the reproaches he well knew he merited ; but (he, 
who never wafted that time in retrofpe6t which 
could be beneficially einployed.in providing for the 
future, exempted, by the .privation of afFedion for 
her hnlband, from jealoufy, and really comnuiTc- 
rating Charlotte Lyfcot's cafe, as if (lie had no in* 
tereft in it, reminded him, that by her promife fhe 
was bound to judge of him, not by what he had 
i>een, but by what iie was to be ; and removed his 
WQll-grounded fears, by telling him ihe was before 
•too intimately acqusunted with his vices, to be veigr 
much irritated by this event : ihe dcfired him feri- 
ouily to think what ihould be done for the jroung' wo- 
man, £nce he muft fee that her remaining in their 
■neighbourhood was improper; -and (he concluded 
by faying, that fae fliould make her cafe her own, 
and do all ,in h^r power to lighten her misfortunes* 

His. Lordihip w^s relieved by, and aftoniHied af^ 

•this uncommon degree of benevolence ; and, ac« 

knowledging her goodneis, replied, that he would 

TOL. IV. D obey 
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obey her in c\nery thing flic propofed ; that he 
would never fee Mifs Lyfcot aguin : but that flic 
fliould ,.be at liberty to do for her whatever flic 
thought. propers he confeflcH that his pafHdn ibr 
her had been very flrong, till his attention was 
drawn to Mifs Fitzirthur ; Mid thjtt, at the tihte 
of his promifing to iparry her, it 'was his inten- 
tion: he fpoke very highly of her, teprefented hfcr 
as of a mod amiable difpofition, cxpnefled hb for- 
row for the mifery lie had brought on her, wifiictl 
it reparable, and concluded; by feying that, thbugh 
his aflPe^Hon for her was now only fficndftiip, he 
never cnter4^aincd. an idea of abando^^ing her: oft 
the contrary, he had endeavoured, fince he wns 
married to place her in an exttemely advantageous 
fituadon, fbr there was a friend of his, a man with 
aoool. a year, w4io was very defirous of having 
Jier, and he had made her the offer.— «— And why 
did flie not accept k ? Conflance aft:ed.«-''«^Ycra 
^11 be flill more angry with rtc, he anfwered, if 1 
:tcll you her attachment to me made her rcfufe it, 
—•I am very aftgry indeed, rejoined Conftance, but 
my refentment is ufelefs : O Lord Farnford ! what 
have )rou to anfwer for ! or rathet} what have yofu 
not to anfwer- for ; * 

It was very readily diat the Earl concurred in his 
wife's wifli to remain alone after the fatigue of fo 
much converfatioQ ; the fubje6t ef it Vas not 
pleafing ; and he couldnot but be fenfible he made a 

S very 
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tciy indifferent figure in it : he did not, howcrer, 
quit her without repeating hjs afluranccs of a tho- 
rough reformation, and his exprclRons of gratitude 
fm- her candour and generoiity. 



■■^r^HnHifeMi-* 



CHAP. IX. 



EXILE* 

THE next morhing Conftance received this 
Ict'tcr from Mifs Lyfcot :— - 
* Madam^ 
* I have thought all night on the' fchemes we 
talked of yefterday, yet cannot clc^ft any one^of 
them : the moft ^reeable to me are the leafi pro* 
per ; ibr it is^due to you that I fhould remove to 
a diflance from Lord Farnford : you (hall be, at 
ail events, made cafy, and I would undergo any 
thing rather than make one who appeared fokind* 
ly concerned for me in the leaft degree unhappy, 
— I fo rarely meet with compaffion, that I ouglil 
to cherifli it, and when it flows from fo unexpected 
a fpurce, I ihould be inexcufable to'difregard it. 

I>2 . 'It 
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* It 18 my carncft dcfirc to promote ttiy lorcHt 

^ happlnefs, and for .this pui^ofe I will make any 

'* facrifice : here I am an impediment to it ; I there^ 

** fore beg you will obtain his eonfent to my immc« 

* .diately retiring into one of the Englilh convents 
"^ in France or Flanders, where I think I ihall be 
** Icfs unhappy than in any other place, 

* Do not doubt my llcadinetk or my flnccrity :— 
^ 1 have loft Edward — there is nothing that I can 

* regret. It is a voluntary, a neceffary exile, and 
"* furely it would be prefumption In me to look for 

* greater enjoyment, I do not dcfervc any ;— but 
"• yet Oh Edward ! 

* I beg your pardon for what I have written, 

* and what I was going to write : you arc his wife, 

* -and as his wife Ihall be refpe£led.— -I will not in- 

* dulge.— -Remind him of our reading Henry and 

* Emma, and that 

^*' She of all mankind could love but him alone,'* 

* Forgive me, for I am fure your benevolence is 

* even of that magnitude : pity me, fgr you have 

* fenfibility in your heart and countenance j and be* 

* licTe me, with the utmoft gratitude, 

* Your moft obedient, 

• Charlotte Lyscot.* 
Conllance fent to defire Lord Farnford would 
eome to her as foon as (he had read this letter, and 
giving it. to. him, watched his countenance while 
he perufed it : fhe thought he was not quite un- 
moved, though he ibrove to appear fo; and from 

his 
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Ms ready acquiefcencc, and his dcfirc to be as brief 
as poiBble on this topic, it was evident that a little 
fuel would rekindle the flame : he requefted his 
wife to write to Charlotte, and as this fpecies of re- 
tirement had been before urged to her by her family, 
he undertook to prevail on one of the unhappy 
girPs brothers to place her in any feminary flic 
.preferred. 

The Earl and Cbnftancc dined together for the 

firft time flnce their marriage, this day ; and, in 

the evening Lady Harrijet came to fetch her, that 

(he might fleep in Burllngton-flreet, and fet off 

early in the morning for Oatham without needlefs 

fatigue. When the hour of her departure arrived, 

lie almofl retracted his confent to her going, and 

when he failed in perfuading her to defer her jour- 

iJey, he preflTed her flaying where ihe was till Mr. 

Gaynham's family were to fet out ; but this Lady 

Harriet, who had particular pleafure in oppofing 

him, would not admit. He intimated his appre- 

lienfions that her friends would endeavour to render 

her averfc to returning to him, and delired that the 

period of her abfence fliould be limited. 

Lady Harriet named three months for it, which 
he thought libuch too long, and faid flie had better 
Have named three ages % that his allowing Lady 
Farnford to leave him at all, conlidering that her 
houfe at Mount Felix was ready for her, was more 
than moft men, under fuch circumftances, would 
do ; but that for three months flie ihould not go. 

. D 3 Lady 
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Lady Harriet replied, that fhc had learnt obftinacy 
from him, and therefore ihould make "it an invariable 
rule to give up noppint ; but Conflance put an end 
io altercation, by referring it to him to name the 
time when he expelled her to return, and proniifing, 
if her health was tolerably re-eflabliflicd, punctually 
to^obferve it ; < For,* faidfhe, * however you have 

* extorted it, you have a claim to my obediehce.' 
This perfectly appeafed him, and he told her, that 
painful as the reparation was to him, as {he knew 
he thought it would be«too long M ext^ded to three 
months, he would leave it to her, aod, in the hope 
of her returning willingly^ would not limit her. 
He then begged to fpeak with her in private, which 
being complied Vith, he furniihed her abuhdantly 
with money, defired (he would draw On him for what 
ever fhe wanted, and sUkcd if he might hope for her 
correfpondence. Sheanfwered, yes— flic would write. 
** And may I hot be permitted to fee you ?'* he add- 
ed/ *^ I ihall be at Mount Felix, which is at no 
*' greater diilance froln Mr. Gaynham*^ than that 
^ is from London, and you would make me very 
" happy by fuffering me to vifit you : cannot you 
" prevail on Lady Harriet ? or willjrou not try ?" 
^ I know not how to aik her to invite you,' ihe re* 
plied, * and, indeed my lord, I wonder you can 

* think of feeing me at the houfe of que yeu have 

* behaved fo ill to/ He faid he would do Any thing 

- for the pleafure of feeing her ; but finding ftie would 

make no promife, he returned, with her to Lady 

Hairiet, 
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Harriet, who, when they were j^bout to quit the 
houfe, faid to him-^^' If Lady Fajnford thinks it 

neceflary to fee your lordfliip, or if alongabfence 

will aggravate the pain Ihe muft feel at meeting . 
" you, our i^egard for her will fo far 6yercame our ^ 
" refcntment, that notwithfranding the injury Mr, 
*' Gaynhain andl have fufFer^d from you, you are not 
^* excluded from dining with her at Oatham, when 
** fhe chufea it*?* With this cavalier invitation, of 
raxher licence, he waa gratified, and having kifled 
h^ wife^a hand) th« greateft fi|ivour he had ever ye% 
obtaiaedt, be accompamed' the ladiea to the car« 
wage* 

What Q)nfianoe felt at entering the boufe in 
fiurlingtpi^ilrci^t ms^dp her friends repeat their 
caudon iix bringing her there, and doubt whether 
Ihe could poflibly fet out ' the next morning : they 
i^etie obliged* to fit in a roonv which they had not 
Hfed while (bfi waa witbt them ; Oie could not bear 
U> fee the children or ferva^ts ; nor could (he clofo 
her eyes all night. Kitty, who was the only at«r 
tendant fhe toojc, fat pp with her, and at fix in 
the morning thoy quitted London, when Confiance 
grew more compofed. 

For fome days after her removal her health feem- 
ed impaired by it, but as her fatigue wore oif, it 
s^ain mended, and flie became ferenely melan- 
choUy : her hulband fcnt over from Mount Felix 
every day, to inquire after her,, and tranfmitted her 
^,&rewell letter £rom Qharlptte Lyfcot, dated from 

D 4. [Calais; 
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Calais. She wrote in a- manner that befpoke her 

feeling?, yet with a degree of fortitude and refiga- 

ation that could' fcarcely have been demanded of her, 

and with the mol! ardent wiflies for Lady Farnford's 

happincft, fhe entreated her pardon and' her pity. 

Conftance was extremely hurt at being the occafion 

©f driving this ' proor young creature into banilh-' 

Hient, and nothing could have perfuaded her that it 

was ju{lifiablc, bad not the faUitary confequences of 

it been evident, as it detached her from a world 

that could be produ6live of no innocent pleafure to 

her, and afforded her protection, fecurity, and lei- 

fure to reflect. The lady abbefs of the convent- 

chofen for her, was a perfon of whom her family 

had fome knowledge, aiid (he was to be received as 

a proteftant boarder, without any intention of pro- 

fcffion. 

The next 4etter Ihe received was from her old land- 
lady, Mrs. Langrivier,-who cnclofed to her a letter 
which had been fome days in her poffeflion ; pleafure 
now -firii ihone on her countenance, when (he re- 
cognized Lord Reycolm's hand in the fuperfcrip- 
tion I he addrclfed her, by the name of Fitzarthur, 
in thefe terms. 

* -My dear Madam, , 
* An Engliflv newfpapcr has this moment brought 

* us an article of intelligence fo palpably falfe, that 

* I am almoft aflianwd of alking a contradidtion of 

* It ; and, were it not for the di6tum, that there ii 

* nothing imijoffiblc, I fliould not meotion it to you. 

* HowevcTj 
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However, it is a pretence for, writing to you, and 
can do you no more harm than making you laugh.- 
Perhaps you may be mod inclined to laugh when 
I tell you, that notwithflanding I give no credit ' 
to it, it makes me uneafy : this I will explain to 
you, when I have fatisfied t&e curioiity I fuppofe 
I have. excited. 

* We are given to underfland that you are married : 
—no improbable event ! But, of all people that on 
earth do dwell, to whom do you think the printer 
of the paper has given you ?— — to the Right* 
Honourable the Earl of Farnford ! .Yes, I fee 
your hands and eyes lifted up ; but I aflure yoU' 
I am corre6^, and will^ on requiiition, fend you 
the paragraph*- 

* Now, although I 'am convinced this cannot be 
true, I am-«pprchenfivc that it may be productive 

~^of fome inconvenience to you* I know very- 
little, excepfr by report, of Lord Farnford ; but 
tliat littlev is enough to Simulate me to warn one 
for whom 1 entertain fo great a regard, from a- 
danger that, if it i» not ideal, is alarming. Ho 
to whom they have fo kindly difppfed of you, is, 
of all men living, the moft unfit for you j yet, per- 
baps^ he may have thouj;ht proper to addrefs you, 

^and the premature conclufion may be drawn from- 
his intimacy with Mrs. Stavenell ; all of his ac— 

-quaintance ax« aware that his heart is everan* 
ofi^ring to beauty, and it might, without pre- 

D 5 * fwnptlon,. 
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fumptioD, be dtemcd impoflSble that ke could be 
infenfible to Mift Ficanutbur^s, 
* If he does ferioufly pay lus deroira to you, T 
need "not charge you to ufe all yourcircumfpec- 
tion ; but I will tell you, you mud not receive 
him. I am ID a gre^t degree accountable for your 
future fate, and will ufurp authority to' enjoin 
you on no cohiideration to liften to him. He is^ 
my dear Mifs Fitzarthur, perfeftiy known in 
France, and is, even in a land of caprice, fblly^ 
and gaUantij, acknowledged a phenomenon : he 
if allowed to have a very fine perfon, and to be 
externally, a truly refplendent fpecimen of the 
Britiih court ; but to this i& always added^ that he 
has neither honour nor probity,^ that he would be- 
tray his beft friend to feduce his daughter, that the 
pleafure of a chace of this ibrt is enhanced by 
the criminality of it, and that no nobleman ever 
came in^to this kingdom, in a private chara^er, 
whofe abilities and will to do mifchief,, were.fo 
eminent and fo equal* 

^ Whether he has or has not merited this cenfure> 
is not necelTary to inquire for you to form your 
deterimnation ; my knowledge of him without it 
would,, I am Certain, deter you even i£ yoiur 
affe6Hon^ were incUned to him t"— you fhall not 
have a f ibertiiie. 1 kjiow only one man deferving 
of you, or with whom I would truft you ; you 
^e acquainted with him : he admired you when he 

, * thought 
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^ tBiDugbt y^QU mine : he ts not aa earl, Init Re ii 
* an earl's fon ;''^can you not guef& I 

^ X tiunk . i mtglit veature, \mhotit. ofl^nding^ 
^ you,: to gratify nsy curiofity : you will not call 
^ rae impertinettty if you know& how finceirely I am 
*" incccefted fbc you* .Tell me then,, haa Calome 
*^ remained an indififerenr fpedtator of the various 
^ mutations you have experienced ? is. it credible 
^ that he^ wl^ i£ my p^etratktn does not deceive 
*^ me, made a very colily facrrfice to friendihip by 
*: fafifering me to ohdm yoti, can have preferred a. 
^ neutrality ? If he has, I am much mifkken in my 

* opinion of him, and if he has not, and you have 
*• rejei5kid him, ad you would not have done £0 with* 
^ out reafon^ X yield in fagacity K> you*. 

* Come, my dear madam, make me youf con* 
' ^iante,^ or, .iboold you hefitate at this, I will. 
^ reSgn the honour to my. wife*. -Above all things,'. 

* .take care that you. are not impofed oi^ by fpecioMS 
^ appearances : Lord Farnford is oi too warm & 
^ temper to be moderately in love, and with fuch a 
- fubjef^,. even I confers extravagance juflifiable v 

* He will endeavour, if' his intentions refpe£i:in^ 
*^«you are what I will aiTume they, are, to wiaon yoa 
*. by the common avts ; if the& fail, he will cali 
^ oayourpty ; for,, by all lean colled^,, therfeia.' 
^.no condu^ too afajedt for him to adopt when a lady 
^ is to be obtained* Be deaf to hin^, and do not. 
^^fcraple tcid|:iv:e turn u> defperation, hcMvill neitber' 

D 6 ^ hang 
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^ hong nor drown himfcif, and if hediesof a brokeir 
^ heart, well and good. 

* Should you^ which I hope is not the cafe, no* 
*- fortunately like-hira, your natural beoerrolence and 
^ difpofition to think well of the world will lead yoir 
^ to doubt my judgment : you will fay he cannor 
^ be what I reprefent him^ for he does not appear 
^ fo ; but truft me he is ^ and that part of his cha- 
^ rader which I fear principally , is a mod cruelT 
'^ caprice, which when he found you were not to her 
^ as eafily deierted -as the other objeds of hid love^. 
^ would,. I am convinced, mani&ft idJblf in re<-^ 
^ vcnge- 

* Write youricntiments ingenuoufly, and tell* 
^ me the flate of your afie^lions : if you^ arc at all' 

* in doubts or if I ean.m any way be of fervice to^ 

* you, LwiH difregard all oppofing clrcumilances, 
^' and be in England as foon as poffibld. Should^ 
^ matters be tending towards4i wrong concluhon, I' 
*- would rather run the rifque of carry mg you off* 
**and placing you with, my Adelaide, than fufier* 
^' you to doom yourfelf to inccflantjnifery.. 

* Lady. Reycolm thinks my. exettions to pHrevent* 
*■ Lord Farnford's fuccefs^ unnecedTary.; (he fays,,- 
' that while fbe was withf you he ihewed you.more- 
^ than an equivocal degree cA attention, and that' 
^ you complained of it ; yet ilie is- fo perfuaded' 
'- that you diilike him, that fhe will fcarcely -allow * 
^me to fupffofe^the contrary*. She joins me in- 

*• every?. 
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^ e very good wi(h foryou^ and bids me aflure you^ 
*■ of her rcgardi. 

*• You have made me^ according to my wiihes«' 
^ happy ;- I will teftify my gratitude by preventing 
^ your being unhappy^ even againfb your inclina-- 

* tion ; for I mean the world fhould know, that io* 
^ every exigence you can command the moft fire«- 

* nuous endeavoum of 

^ Your Uncerely affe£^ionate, 

* Re y c o l m. 

^ P. Sft A letter directed to me at CharoUea^ 
* Burgundy, will find me there, if it arrivoflii 
^ before you hear from me again*! 
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nPHERE are. few fenfations of the mind morv- 
* painfully felt than regret, its natural property, 
being and it» efience confifiing in; the exclu£on of 
hope: had that fpeciet of it which LordReycolm't^ 
well^Qtended letter excited been acscompanied by, 

4 the. 
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tbe leait t]n£hice of fel&cosdcmnation, ilie whom 
It warned would have been beyond a^^raxatwn 
wretched ; but the certainty that (he had fabmitted 
to aa inevitable necefity alone, ftill fupported her f 
and^ thoitf h (he was grieved and terrified by the 
pi6iure prefenttd toiier view, (lie was not-* fefs re-- 
figned than before. ^She rcftc^bd, that there war 
BO time at which this prohibition could have ^urivcd 
opportuttely, (ince Lord Rtycolm's fentirnents be- 
ing hcr*8, and (he having done herutmoft to a6l in 
conformity to them, had hie e^preffions been fKil 
ftfonger, or' her danger greater,, ihe couicf not 
have avoided her fate. What he faid concerning 
Lord Calorne fo affe6led her, as to prevent her 
obeying the impulfe to anfwcr his letter immediately^ 
yet it was beneficial, for it enabled her to think 
fleadily on her misfortunes, and on the conclufion 
of a detail of them flie found the oppreflion of her 
heart relieved. 

Mr. Gaynham and Lady Harriet omitted nothing 
from which the leaft advantage to her could be 
hoped J the former uiing all his powers to reconcile 
her to her fituation, the latter endeavouring to de- 
tach her thoughts from it. In a fonnight they had 
fucceeded fo far in reftoring her ^ to render the 
continuance of medicine needlefs, and ihe was as. 
well 39 fhe or Mr. Gaynham, who was much leib 
fangube than his wife, expeded && aver would 
be : ihe had yet recovered a Tery iiQall pordon^-af 
Atetigtb; ihe.eatoa/ub7«/i;r^ifriai/:principle8^ reafo&o 
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ing on the ndcefficy however Kkfomey and exceffire 
fati^e could procure ilcep : her fpirits were com* 
pofed, and ihe flattered herfelf that her fortitude 
increaled* She fpent her time in ftrollLng about 
the gpounds from one beach to another, in ridings 
and tn conYerfation with Mr. Gaynham, for Lady 
Harriet was not a talking companion for her, nor 
could ihe fit long with her ; Lord Calojrae's fea« 
lures refembted herh too ftrongly to look at he» 
without thinking of him ; a thoufand circutniVancdft 
in her manner, in her phrafes, and in every motion^ 
whfch an uninterefted perfon would have difregard"^. 
edy were obvious taConilance, noiwithftanding the 
Hkenefs \^m not fuch as to pokit her out as his 
lifter on her firft acqu^ntance with her- Befide 
this> Lady Harriet was^ in fpite of all her efforts 
to conceal it, evidently very unhappy and very 
anxious for her brother : he was gone to a place^ at 
,that time of imminent danger, and no news of him 
had yet arrived ; but ihe never mentioned her fears^ 
nor was he once named by any of the famiJyl 

But Conilance foon found that a life of indolence 
was, in the higheft degree, uo^lea&nt : there was 
an elafBcfpring in her mind^ which^ though de^ 
prefled by the heavy hand of adverftty, was not 
brdcen ;. and ihe hoped the uneafinefi ihe fek at 
being idle, was an indicatioa of returning, mental 
health : (he therefore employed part of her leifure 
in writing to her friends^ and could tell Mr&. Aii«. 
trey that ihe was too wretchicd to ftar further mifr* 

for- 
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ftntunef without oblifenrtlhg the chara£^efs by bcr 
tears. Along letter firom Mr. Carwell, txprc&wc 
of aApiufliinent, forrowy and regard, and urging 
die moft confoVitory precepts, was a cordial to her, 
and Simulated her to exertions of which ihe wa^ 
before incapable. 

She had hitherto feen no compaay, not^even the 
eafual vifitors to Lady Harriet,, having always 
retired from all fociety but that of the family, and 
Act chufing to be feen, or redrained by the indif* 
penfible forms oi behaviour*. 

Her being at Mn Gaynham's was foon known,- 
nany in the neighbourhood came to make an ac- 
quaintance with her, but ihe declined it,, and all 
invitation.. 

Lord Farnford had written frequently to her, 
and (lie had anfwered one of his letters : he ooik(- 
grew" yery. urgent - to fee her ; and, dreading his* 
Btkgtr if fhc put him off any longer, ihe named a- 
day when ihe would receive him : he accepted the 
permiflion, which (he had no^ h^en folicitous to^ 
conceal, refulted irom a fenfe ot daty rather than 
inclination, . with the utmofb joy : his Lordfhip/ 
feldom cared by what means he procured gratifica- 
tion, or- what price he paid for it : to fee her, was 
his wifh^ and he regarded not whether it were 
l^rsnted freeW orrelu^bantly. 

Mr. Gaynham and Laciy Harriet would have 
dined from home on the duy when he was to come ; 
butCoi|(lance, who found all i^er refolution hardly 

fuft^- 






fufEcient to fupport the idea of^feemg him, in^ 
treated them not to leave her ; her heart funk as 
the time approached, and fhe almoft wiflied (he had 
refufed hirn, whatever had been the confequences j 
for what Lord- Reycolm had faid of him, had re- 
animated her dlllike, and the hint he gave of the 
probablity that he would difcover a difpofition to 
revenge, while it made her cautious of offending 
him, rendered it ftill more difficult to- avoid it. 

On the morning of his eJrpc6led arrival, Xiady 
Harriet told- her friend, that flic muft difpcnfe with 
her appearing, fw that her hatred of, and her caufe. 
to hate Lord Farnford, were fucfh, that flic could 
^ot fit at table with hira : no rcafoning could alter 
Her Ladyfliip's determination ; and Conflance, who 
could not but own the Juflice.of her refentmcnt, was' 
obliged to reft contented with a pfomifc, that Mr, 
Gaynham would not leave the houfe : his wife went 
to make a vifir, and he employed the interval pre- 
ceding Lord Farnford^s comings for which, left he 
fliould furprizc them at day-break, noon was 
named, in encouraging her to behave ftcadily. 

Prccifely at twelve o'clock, his phaeton flopped 
at the door, and Mr. Gaynham would have quitted 
her, faying he would return foon, but that his 
Lordftiip muft certainly be difpleafed at having a 

witnelff of their meeting, If you go^ faid Con- 

flancc, I cannot fee him : he has no right to be an- 
gry at any thing : I will not receive him alone. — 
Mr. Gaynham warned her of the danger of irri« 

tating 






'90 ~ CONSTANCE.: 

tating. a mao of fuch a. temper, and exprefied hiaiF 
fears that, however he might ou this occafiQix 
fisother his refentment, it would break out, aud h& 
ufc her worfe hi f\irui*e.— •She replied, that ' (he 
muft rifque it, for it was impofSble ihe fhould fland: 
iiich a fliock without giving him ilill more evident' 
proofs how little he was welcome* 
The door now opened, joii the Earl was an- 
, nouDced. Mr. Gaynham led ConAance towardsr 
him, while flie fliopk from head to foot, and ev^ 
feature fpoke d«je£tion and averfioa* The fmile oqp 
her lui{bauid*»cpunteQaQce waich^i^g^ toal^okof 
^difapprobatkm; he bogged to Mr, Gayaham, toofe 
her hand wi^ut fp^^king, and watching her fted*^ 
fe£bly, haft ib^ me^it^d ai<mificatioQL of feeing tber 
tean gtifh from her eyes : he -retreated with her 
to a feat, his ▼e;Kfltion w^ not to be concealed f> 
flOBud^as if he eix^peS^idthe warmeft we^x>me, be, in-^ 
§ead of foothiag her,, reproached her wi^h unkindr^ 
itefs, and told her ihe had improved her time very 
iU to be no better prepaid to fee hica. She made* 
no reply, ihe was more than^^ ever difgufled, and; 
his Want of tcndeniefs rendered' hci' carelefs whe- 
tiier he was or was nqt pleafed. • ' 

To relieve her from an importunity equally in* 
jjudieious on Lord Farnford's part, and cruel tgi 
her,. Mr. Qaynham^ iaid he was amazed that his* 
Lordihip iliould have hoped, for a better reception,, 
or indeed that he had not exped^ed a worfe, ilnce he^ 
cauld not. be igponmt that had Lady Farnford com^ 

fultcd 
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fulted her cafe, in preference to her ftri£t notions 
of duty, fhe would never again ^harc fccn the au- 
thor of fo much mifery to her. I do not fay this, 
continued Mr. Gaynham, to irritate you ; but to 
convince ypu, that it' is your own fault, if you are 
difappointed : Lady Farnford has done her utmoft to 
reconcile herfelf to her. misfortunes ; fhe has done 
more than I thought human nature capable of; we- 
have, out of regard to her peace, aided her refo- 
lution ; and I muft tell yoivr Lordlhip, that you 
are both ungrateful and impolitic to harrafs her 
with complaiuu i they may fhorten her life, but ' 
they will nevfr promote your intereil : if you wiCk 
her to be calm, and to behave tq you with a tolera^ 
ble degree of placability, Jeave ber to- herfelf, ihe 
has no better advi&r* 

I beg her pardon, and your's, aafwered Lord 
Farnfiird, quitting her, and gcing towards Mr« 
Gaynham, I own myfelf to blame, and will truft 
to time an^ her Own good fenfe that fhe will receive 
me more favourably, I am difappointed, but would 
do any thing, or give up any thing for her good , 
opinion.— ^He then entered into con verfation with 
her. kind advocate, and fhe was fufie red to remain, 
uodidurbed till her fpirits grew more compofed* 
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CHAP^ XL 



B It X B I It Y^, 

REASON generally was viftorioua in thcmihf 
of Conftanccj and her paffions bad been fo near- 
ly cxtjnguifhcd, thatthe confli6k was ihortened : ten 
minutes did much towards her recovery, and- chid- . 
inghcrfelf for prefuming, after fuch chaftifements, 
to have any antipathy,, {he made an effoit, rofc, 
went towards her hufband, and atoned for her ina- • 
bility to fpcak, hy giving hira her hand : this de- 
lighted him, and miftaking it for an indication of' 
her temper, it encouraged him boldly to requeft to. 
fpeak with her alone : her reluftance convinced 
him of his error ; (he faid Mr. Gaynham was {o 
much her friend, that he could be no reflraint on 
their converfation : that he was very well acquainted 
yinth all that concerned her^ and that (he muft beg 
to be excufed from this obedience. 

Mr.Gay nham's fituation was now awkward ; he faw 
Conftance's unwillingnefs, and yet the requeft was 
a§ juflifiable, as the authority was indifputable : he ^ 

there- 
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^tercfprc propofcd an accommodation, which was 

-that, his horfes ihould be put to Lord Farnfoi'd's 

'chaife, and that he (hould drive her for an airing* 

This fhe did not much like, for flic was really 

-afraid, as he feemed diflatisfied, that he would 

'threaten her, or perhaps infift on her going to - 

Mount Felix; however, it was imprudent to 

•^hwart him, and ftie confentcd. 

It was well for 'his Lordfliip and his companion, 
•that Mr. Gaynham% horfes required not much roa- 
-nagement ; for their driver was too completely oc-» 
^upicd to beftew his attention on them ; he ftruck - 
-out of the high road into a wood, and there fuffered 
-them to takc'the track they chofe, the groom loitcr- 
' -ing behind the carriage. Here it was that the Earl 
?exertcd all his pov^r of elocution to familiarize . 
iriis unhappy wife to her doom : he talked well and 
^rationally, he profefTcd the iinciereft repentance of 
•the >£orce he had put on her, promifed that his 
r^vhob.lifc fliould be devoted to making her all 
.'pofliblc reparation, and moft carucftly befought 
-Jber to accept bis love. 

She w^as able to rcmonftrate coolly with him on 
the unprecedented crueky he had beon guilty of, 
which he acknowledged great: ihe told him fhc 
would, in all fituations, to the utmoft of her abili- 
ties, do her duty; but that if he flattered himfclf 
-with deriving from his marriage, that degree of 
•h^^pinefs whi^h might be hoped for from an union 
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.of choice, ke would fiod himfelf deceived ; and 
' ihe could not doubt, would make her feel his re* 
fentment : flie warned him not to expe^ any return 
of aifedtion from her, as though he might by his 
future condu6l diminifh her hatred of him, he was, 
a man (lie never could love, even if her inclinations 
had noi found an obje£l. / 

He did not Teem wUling to believe ihe could lon^ 

remain obdurate or unattached to him : for, as his 

opinion of himfelf feldom erred by being too 

'low, he was perfuaded that, if once her preju^ 

dices againft him "wtxt, removed, flie would not be 

indifferent to him : he oppofed to what ihe urged, 

an obfervation that, there was a degree of <endei> 

nefs ;ivhich every Englifli woman felt for her huf* 

band, on which he could rely for his happinefs ; 

and reprefented to her, that on a candid judgment. 

ilie mud own, that if his affeiStion and attention 

towards her were equal to what ihe might have ex- 

.pedted from the man of her^choice, as his abilities 

to indulge her were greater, her iituation would be 

in proportion better. She looked at him when -he 

uttered -this fentiment, and replied,— -Lord Fam- 

ford, you have no heart. — He affe6^ed to laugh, 

and gallatitly rejoined, that it was very true, for it 

Jiadbeen her's above eighteen months* 

His ne^t endeavours was to interefl her in the 
pr^vifion he deiigned to make for her; and after 
havmg iu-vain flriven tb dazzle her by golden j|ro> 

mifes, 
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*&iife% fievcilturcd torequeft that (he woijlclfpend 
one day with him at Mount Felix : notwithfbmding 
ihe declined it, he {o prelTed thb point, that (he 
*was obliged to coftftnt, that, it Mr. Gaynham 
would accompany hcc, (he would dine with him 
on that day fc'nnight : with this he was highly de- 
lighted, aad during their return homeward, yn- 
proveithe favourable ©ccafion, by hinting hk wi(h 
that (he would foon think of , conning to refide with 
iiim- 

This was a topic that always electrified hcv 
whenever it was ftarted ; but when it was once men- 
tioned his Lordihip faw a great advantage Was 
gained, -which it was hc^this cuftom ever to forego : 
his fcheme was perfectly (ettled, and he communi- 
cated the particulars of it, which were thefe : that^ 
left Lady Farnfbrd (hould,. in cafe of his death, 
teeet with any difficulty in proving her marriage,: 
the ceremony (hould be again performed, pub* 
iickly ; either at one of his'houfes, or at any church 
(he Would name, or, if Mr. Gaynham would per* 
fljit it, he would marry her at Oatham, whenever 
ihe would appoint, and take her over to Mount 
'Felix, the next morning: that they (hould ftay 
"there a few days, and then go to Mrsv Staveneirs, 
whither they we^ ftrongly invited ; that their ijext 
remove (hould be to Pidtbourne, where he told her 
(he (IftMild live enprtncejfey and keep a court of iier 
own : tfoA that b January, if it was agreeable to 

her, 
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her, they would return to l^ndon, to the pleaAirot 
of whi.h place (he iliould be intcoduced in all the 
splendor of high rank and -fbrtune, and rendered 
the object of univcrfal envy and adnnration : hit 
proteftations always ended, «8 they began, with 
affu ranees of his love for her, that her gFatificatioa 
Ihould be the only aim of his life, and that there 
was uo one fault in his chara6ter. which he would 
iiot for her fake amend* 

To a mind fo iU at eafe, nothing was a tempta* 
tion ; and fo great was the horror Condance con- 
ceived at the idea of living with him, that fhe 
would gladly have cancelled all his promifes to 
have been ' permitted to remain at Mr. Gayn* 
.ham's : ihe knew enough of the oeQonomy of Lord 
Farnford's life, and of the fet of intimates he 
had chofcn, to be fatisfied that a reiidence In 
his houfe mud be very irkfome, even if other cir- 
.Ciumftances did notincreafe her diflike ; but how 
was file to bear it when her friends left her, and- 
ihe was to look to him as her companion : her 
•iituation would have juft as much refemblance to 
that flje hoped for with Lord Calorne> as would 
torment her by a 4iftra6ting comparifon, and fhc 
.could not but think the grcated kindnefs her huf« 
band could fhew her would be, £y ezceffive cruelty 
and departure from his engagements, to break her 
heart, and rid her of aburthen(bmeexiitence. 

As foon after their return as they met Mr. Gayn- 
haoii Lord Farnford told him of the conditional 

pro- 



A V O V E L, ,. 97 

pronufe he had obtained from Confiance, and aikej 
liim, if hr would make it abfblute, by engaglng^ 
to come over to Mount Felix with her and Lady 

Uarrict, on that day ft'nnight. Whatever wUI 

"be acceptable to Lady Famford, he repliedf I will 
. mod readily do ; but, 9$ for my wife, I dare not 
iiu:lude her in the party : you cannot wonder at he£ 
entertaming a very flrong diflike to your Lordfhip : 
nor can you expe6l to fee her at your houfe, whm 
I tell you (he has quitted her own hoafe to-day to 
avoid meeting you * ■ "j ■■ L ady Harriet is^'very 
revengeful, rejoiiicid tlie Earl* I jnuS iplreat my 
wife to intercede with your^B for me. 

The reft ot the d|iy pafled wltiiout my aggra* 
yation of its borrm*, and Lord Famford fuha>itted 
the fettlepient he had propofed to Conilance to Mr. 
Gaynham's judgnient : it was fuch as thofe moft 
anxious for her could not but approve : Mr^Gayn» 
bam feemed inclined to think, her Situation yioviid 
be lefs jdifagreeable than he had feared, and inti* 
mating that he Oiould cfmdituCe him&lf guar^te^ 
of the articles agreed on, Lord Farnford anfwered. 
that he ikould be very happy in having ibme one of 
ker friends who would fonn a candid opinion' of 
bis condu<5t to her; and, if it was jvquiced, ha 
offered to make a leparate fettlement on her, in 
■cafe he could hereafter be proved in any iniiance,^ 
to have broken his promife to her : he unrefervedly 
acknowledged he bad been much to blame, and 

VQi*iT, ^ E that 
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that not even the violence of his'paflion for Lady 
Farnford could warrant what he had done : he faid 
that fhe had made him mad, and he had a6ted 
madly ; but, if Mr. Gaynham was fatisfied with 

. his intentions of atoning, as far as he could, for all 
his errors, he trufted he would be on advocate for 
him, as well as for her, iince thofe moft inclined 
to condemn him and to pity her, mufl fee, that the 
promoting difcord between them, could anfwer iio 
good purppfe. 

At nine his Lojrdihip had ordered his carriage, 
^ and, not a little elated with his vifit and with his 
< • fuccefs, in prevailing on Con (lance to return.it, he 
took his leave of her. When he was gone, Mr. 
Gaynham h,\d what he could, to encourage her in 
thinking her fate was not very terrible : I am con- 
vinced, faid he, 'that you will exert yourfelf to 
overcome whatever may be an impediment to your 
peace ; and I hope, if Lord Farnford makes good 
his profeffions, nothing will be wanting, but that 

V he fliould have been the object you hlid chofen. — 
She fhook her head: her truly kind friend found 
this was an argument that would not bear difcuifion, 

^ he changed the difcourfe, and foon after Lady Har- 
liet came home* 
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DILIGENCE. 

ALL mention ofLordCaloFAe's name had -been 
hitherto carefully ayoided, and Conflance - 
found that, unlefs ihe herfelf fhewed the'nqn-ne« 
ceffity of the caution, it would be fBU obferved : 
ihe wilhed veiy much to know^ if he"wa5perfc6lly 
fatisfied that her inclination had no part in what (he 
had done ; and flattering herfelf that^ as ihe had 
bom the fight of her hufband fo much better 
than (he had e5cpe£led, Jier fortitude was incre^fed 
beyond a poffibility of defertion, (he, flie follow- 
ing day, in a ramble with Mr. Gaynhum, when 
Lady Harriet was not prefent, ventured, though 
with much cipcumfpedion, tq alk if any account 
of him had arrived : Mr. Gaynham replied, that 
they had not heard of him : but, faid he, I atn 
very glad you have voluntarily nam^d him: we. 
have forborn fpeaking of him in your hearing, 
left you fhould be (till too much affected, and you ^ 
muft not mention him to Harriet, for her ftrength 

• E a '•«£- 
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of mind is not equal to your*s « — There is one 

parucular, faid Conftance, on which \ wifti much 

for fatisfacflion ; if you would give it me, my mind 

would be eafier ; and, is being the wife of another, 

1 would then endeavour to exclude Lord Calorne 

from my thoughts, however impoflible it is to ba- 

nifli him from my remembrance : docs he acqiiit 

me ? Arc you fure, faid Mr, Gaynham, you 

can bear to hear' one talk of him ? he does moil 

fully acquit you : the laft words. he uttered to me 

were, that he could not forgive you, becaufe he 

mcquUted you : that you were not to blame in any 

-vac circmilaoce ; and that » ■ ■ , but you had 

.better turn ..your thoughts. Lady Farnford, to 

•fomething elie ; you are not fo courageous as you 

imagine, She replied, while the tears ran 

down her cheeks, and her lips changed blue, that 
nothing could afe£k her; and fiie begged Mr* 
Gaynham to indulge her, by continumg what he 
Wgs g<Mng to fay, without regarding her. He then 
4)en£pCed, that he had in his polTeffion a letter which 
his brother-in-law had left for her, but which, it had 
yet been judged imprudent to fhew her. She ex- 
prefied an earneft wifh to fee it, and obtained a 
pr^miie that if (he would prepare herfelf for the 
43Qntent8, whkh muft be of the moft melanchioly 
kind, file ihould have it, as ibon as they reached 
.^ houfe. ' During the (hoit remainder of their 
wu^ Mr. Gr^ynham firove to give her the refo« 
ItttiM it viiaa appai^at ibe wanted j and| having 

• foU 
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foltovved him to the library, fhc received with many 
admonitions, Lord Calorne^a letter, which flie too!; 
to her own chamber : 

* Wediiefday morn, 3 o'clock. 
* An hour's ilecp » all I have had fince 
I iaw you, has enabled jtne to colledl my dif- 
perfed thoughts ; and I feize this traniient return 
of reafon to write to you — and bid you adieu— for 
ever.— Yes— I muft bid an eternal adieu to her 
with whom' a week ago I hoped to have paiTed the 
future period of my life — What is it I have done 
that I am fo punifhed ? — why am I doomed to mi- 
fery ?— O MifsFitzarthur ! for iiever will I own 
you for the wife of that villain ; where fhall I find 
comfort ?— Had you died in my arms I had borne 
it ; I fhould then have been certain you were hap- 
py ; but now I feel not only my own wretched- 
nefs butyour's. 

* But I write not to complin: if my fenfeswiU 
ferve me I will exculpate myfelf from all fufpi- 
cion of having ever, in thought, word,. or deed, 
deceived you. — Good God! ifl were capable of 
it I fhoukl indeed deferve my misfortunes;— You 
may remember my eacpreffing to you a wifli that 
I could, at the fame time * that I was forw.ardmg 
jny own intereft, aflift Dervillc and Mifs Ecklow^ 
and' I believe I told you, I had made her a tendet 
of my fcrvices ; to which her reply was, that ihe 
would think how fhe could ufe them, and would 
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inform me of the refult of her deliberation. At 
our next meeting', which was <in the day follow- 
ing, that when I told you I had been with her, 
fhe f^d,> that if, as I fhewed a difpofition to aflill 
her, I would pradlice a very little innocent de- 
ceit, fhe (hould not defpair of fuccefs. I deiired 
to know what it was, and learnt, that her fcheme 
was this : that 1 (hould, as fhe would, feign to 
confent to the marriage, and viiit at the houfe, 
that I fhould urge, as if hopelefa of efcaping, a 
precipitate conclulion, which fhe woukl promote, 
by fixing an early day : (he fjud fhe knew her 
father would obje6t to the want of formality ; 
but that this might be overcome by my declaring 
that, if it were not conducted as i chofe, J fhould 
hold myfelf ' difengaged ; that, when the fettle- 
ment was to be adjufled, a temporary and general 
agreement might, in o^cr to fave time, be figned, 
and I mlirht take of Mr. Ecklow a bond for her 
fortune, which I conld transfer to Colonel Der- 
ville. Thus he would fccure her, without ha- 
zarding the lofs of what her father would give 
her. 

* In an unhappy hour I was prevailed on, though 
I did not like the impofition, to enter into the 
fcheme, for the confcquences of which Mifs Ec- 
klow and Colonel Derville took on theiyifelves to 
be refponfible : I pretended a fullen defperation 
and unwilling acquiefcence. Neither my father 
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nor Mr. Ecklow fufpe6tcd us, matters were 
conducted as we had agreed ; and when I faw the 
Lady, to fettle in: what manner the ceremony 
ihould be performed, I found (he and the Oolouel 
'' had determined to be married at church, late in 
the cve»ing, to take advantage of the ,twilight« 
The perfous prefent were to be either fuch as 
did not -know us, or fuch as w^re in the fecret ; 
and I was to accompany Mifs Ecklow : as Der- 
vilie and I were not obvioufly unlike, and in the 
fame regiment, it was not difficult to drefs us fo 
as to pafs for each other : and as it happened that 
our ChriiBan names were the fame, we thought 
he might eafily take my place. With this, how- 
ever, I was enjoined to intruft nobody ; and, 
aware that all depended on fecrecy, I gave, Mifs 
Ecklow a promife,. which »{he required* that even 
my dear Conftance ihould be kept ignoi*ant of it. 
* The unfortunate Thurfday when you left my 
lifter's, was the day appointed. You heard, L 
believe, that I was to dine at Mr. Ecklow's : 'I 
went from Harley-ftreet with Mifs Ecklow, who 
had taken care to have with her only her brother, 
who knew of the projeft, and a friend or two, 
whom it was eafy to deceive : her brother led 
her to the veftty, and h under pretence of giv- 
ing fome orders, went out : Derville then took 
my place ; and, as fodn as the fervice was over, 
came out to fee for the carriages ; when I re- 
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turned to the vcftry, Mrs. Derville and I got 
into my carriage, which^ by a purpofcd mifbtkc, 
went lail. I ordered the coachman to turndown 
.another flreet, and carried her to the houfe of a . 
relation in Piccadilly, where Der^lle was wait- 
ing for her, and received her and the bond for 
her fortune, of me ; after which they immedi- 
ately fet off for (he country, and I returned to 
my filler's, plcafing myfclf with the news I (hbuld 
carry you. 

* I was mortified by hearing you were out, and 
and would not be at Mr. Gaynham's till the nej^t 
day at noon : I was afraid you (hould hare an 
imperfect account of this bufinefs from fome one 
elfe, and therefore fcnt to Mrs. Gaynham's' in 
Ponman<fquare,'to deiire that I miglit fee. you 
early in the morning. Judge what . were my 
feelings, when the fervant came b^ck and fald, 
Mrs. Gaynham was removed to her new houfe, 
and that he could not learn any news of you 
there, fhc being gone to bed fatigued, and het 
people infifting on it, that nobody but the family 
had been there : I could not credit this account, 
though it alarmed me, and I - immediately went 
thither myfelf; I faw ipany of her- ferArants, 
who all perfiftcd in faying you had not been there, 
and they were fo pofitive, that I began to fear, 
you had met with fome accident in going, till 
they told me that there muil be a miilake in the 
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name, for that, fo far was their miftrefs from 
having fent for you, that her chairmen had been 
all day employed in riemoving her furniture : my 
next fuppofition was that you mufl be at the houfe 
of fome other friend, and that there was fome unin- 
tellible blunder in the meiTage : I therefore, after 
having calkd in Burlingtcn-ftreet, to inquire if 
you were come back, went to every place where 
I remembered ever to have feen or heard of your 
vifiting. Thinking there was a remote chance ^ 
that it -might be Mrs. Stavenell who had fent 
"for you, I called at her houfe, but could hear no- 
thing; and it then occurred to me, 'that Lord 
Farnford had you : by this time it was near four 
in the morning, and I haftened again to Port- 
mon-fquare : I Itnocked up the porter, and alkcd 
ft>r Lord Farnford, determined to fee him, and 
not to quit the houfe without you ; but I was 
told he was and had been fome days at Mount 
Felix : thither I refolved to go, and reached it 
before feven o'clock : the houfe was fliut up, and 
the people in it denied his being there. 
• What >next to do I knew not ; yet ftill fuf- 
pefted you were with him, either at, one of his 
houfes, or at that of fome one who wiflied his 
fuccefs : recolle6Hng that the Brenville family 
had been his friends, I fet off. for their houie, 
which was about feventy miles beyond Mount 
Felix, and arrived there early in Vhc afternoon : 

E C * I faw 
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I faw Lord George, who aflurcd me he could 
give me no informationy and with all poffible 
expedition I came back toTortman-fquare : but 
it was day- light before I reached it. I again 
awakened^ the fervantSy and they then acknow- 
ledged their mafler was at home : his fleward was 
a man I knew, and thought I could rely more 
fafcly than on his mafter ; I had him called up, 
told him my fears, and defired to be informed 
whether there was a pcffibility of your having 
been there : he, without hefitation, anfwered 
that there was none, that Lord Farnforcl was at 
that tims jufl gone to bed ; but that, if I was 
not fatisfied, he would ^o to him : I aiked whe- 
ther he was fure that no lady haJ. been at the 
houfe : he replied, many had, for that the com- 
pany had not been long gone from a Wl and 
fupper there. This "tronvinced me^ that I had 
no reafon to fear him ; and, fomewhat eafed by 
the certainty that there was no other perfon 
whom I had fo much caufe to dread, I called on 
an acquaintance, to advife with him what fleps 
I had beft take to difcover you : he knew part 
of what you had fuffered from Lord Farnford, 
and before he gave me his advicej removed all 
my apprehenfion refpe£ting him, by telling mc 
it was confidently reported the preceding evening, 
by fome who had been at his houfe, flaid a ihort 
time, and then g6ne to Brookes's, that he was 
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married ; but to whom was not yf!t known.* 
How little did I then fufpc(ft to whom ! When I 
I thought myfelf the moil fecure, I ought to have 
been the mod alarmed. 

* My friend advifed my applying at Bow-ftrect • 
I did fo, and in my way, I faw Lord Far n ford 
at a diftance. I then, without knowing why, re- 
turned to my fifter's, and — you too well know 
the reft. — I learn iFrom Harriet that her fears were 
lulled aflcep by forged ^npfTages: it appears (he fent 
to my houfe as foon as (he heard tliat you were, 
notwithftanding what Mrs. Gaynham's fervant's 
had faid, with her ; but as I did not return to 
St. James's Place all day, I know nothing of 
what palTed, nor" could any meffage fro^n Mrs. 
Gaynham have made me eafy, as I was well 
convinced (he had not fent for you. 

* 1 am aftoni(hed that 1 have been able to fct 
down thefe particulars, for the recollection of 
them diftradts me. On my return home I met 
your letter : what would I not give that I ha^ 
feen it in tim£ ! It has fully acquitted you ; I 
own myfelf alone to blame i had I perlifled in 
demanding a fearch at Lord Farnford's you had 
been fafe, and 1 not miferable. 

* What (hall I fay to you ? What com&rt can I 
afford you, when 1 can find none for myfelf? I 
am completely wretched : tell me you arc fo ; 
reproach' me as the caufe, and thus cruAi me with 
misfortune. 

.E 6 * I would 
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* I would not arraign the decrees of Proridence, 
nor will I doubt its mercy will foon deliver me 
from this infupportable burthen. I have fettled 
every thing forj^my leaving this world, and (hall 
in a few hours, fail for Gibraltar : there (hall I - 
find reft. 

* Mr. Ecklow has forgiven Mrs. Derville ; but 
my father is- beyond meafure exafperated at my 
having deceived him ; he will not fufFer me to * 
take a laft farewell of him : My poor After ! 1 
am grieved for her, yet fhe ought tp rejoice in 
hearing of my deliverance from fuch a iituation : 
no one could wifh me to continue in it. 

* Thank God I have no heavy fin to anfwer for. 
I have endeavoured through my life to difcharge 
the duties of my charader, and hope my defici- 
encies will be pardoned. Notwithftandmg all 
my afiliftion, I would not, even for the fake of 
poffeifing you, be the happy villain who has rob- 
bed me. What an account can he give ? how 
will he face me at the throne of a juft God ? 
thither I appeal, and there Ibdl I meet you : 
yes, my love, you fhall be rcftored to me : you 
are my wife, and no fepararion fliall we then fear : 
no farther evil (hall reach us. 

* Adieu— God blefs you— may he foon releafe 
you, and rcftore you in a better world, to 

* Your faithful 
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Conftance was offering a facrifice of tears on 

this occafion, when Mr, Gaynham . came to her 

door, and defired Ihe would remain no longer alone. 

She obeyed the friendly requeft, and not being at 

all anxious to difguife her forrow, (he went with 

him down flairs, and fuffered him to adminif^er 

what confolation he thought beft adapted to the 

cafe : he iniifled on havmg the letter again, well 

knowing that at every interval fhe would pore over 

it, and injure her health. 

The meafure »of her grief wa^ already fo full, 
that it would not contain any addition : after a few 
hours, fhe did not feel fhocked at what Lord Ca 
lorne had written, and by the next day, fhe had 
again funk into that calm melancholy which feemed 
now to be the natural temper x)f her mind* 
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A CCORDING to her agreement Conftancc 
went to Mount Felix, accompanied only hv 
Mr. Gaynham, on the day Lord Farnford^ had 
named : her ffinfations while on the road thither 
were of the moft painful kind, but fhe refolved not 
to give way to them : Lady Emma Peryton re- 
ceived her with an unfeeling joy, the Earl was all 
rapture^and gratitude, while fhe anfwered the un-< 
acceptable congratulations of the one and the dif- 
gufting affiduity of the other, by thofc teflimonies 
of forrow which her misfortunes had made her lan- 
guage, fighs ai^d tears. 

Lord Farnford .omitted nothing tbat could win 
her : he fhewed her the houfe and gardens, which, , 
though on a fmaller fcale, were not inferior to his 
larger eftate in point of beauty, fituation, and tafte> 
but flic was ftill lefs difpofed to be pleafed than 
when flie was his gueft on her journey to Marfton- 

bury. 
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bury, and Ihe was wholly incapable of adniiration : 
he had given a dHirtalhue to every objeft (lie look- 
cd on, that it was Lord Farnford's was an infupcr- 
able^bar to her liking it and, however defirous flic 
was in all cafes to judge candidly and impartially, 
flie found that to fliake of prejudices fo founded as 
her*s, was a more difficult talk than it appear- 
ed. 

At dinner it was intended that flic fliould afluine 
her place at the head of the table ; an honour which, 
very unwilling to anticipate the pain of feeing herfelf 
compelled to take the goVernment of her family, 
flie declined,' and begged flie might yet be confidered 
as a guefl ; in this flie was indulged, and during the 
the entertainment fhe had no caufe to complain of 
any addition to her uneafinefs, excepting that her 
hufband feemed to forget that there were other per-, 
fon^ prefent equally entitled to his regard, his looks, 
and his converfation ; his eyes were ii^ceffantly 
fixed on 'her, (he engrofled the whole of his atten* 
tion ; he looked mofl provokingly happy, and was 
mofl naufeoufly kind« - 

In the afternoon, Mr. Gaynham, to whom it 
could not but be apparent, that whatever feparated 
Lord and Lady Farnford would by the latter be 
deemed fortunate, drew him from her to fee fome- 
thing at a greater diflance from the. houfe than flie 
chofe to go, and this left the fiflers-in-»law together. 
Lady Emma began a converfation exprefllve of her 
happinefs in having fo dear a friend allied to her» 

• and 
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and tried to pcrfuade Conftance that a difpolitiott 
to be pleafed was all that vas wanting to her pof- 
iefling complete felicity ; but there was neither fuch 
convidion in thi& argument, nor fuch fafcination 
In the orator's rhethoric, as to alter an opinion fup- 
ported hy the eyidence of feeling, that nothing 
Ihort :of what appeared morally impoffible could 
•ever rcftore to Con fiance the leaft portion of thnt 
tranquillity fhc had loft. 

Lady Emma could not conceal her difpleafure-at 
the reception her endeavonrs mef with, and by 
hinting that it could be only a dcfirc to appear more 
nice than all the world, and an obftinatc refolution 
to rejed whatever good Lord Farnford offered her 
to which all the trouble he had had was owing ; 
{he did what no common effort could, under fuch 
circumftances, haye done, fhe made Con dance an- 
gry, and moft impolitically fubjed^ed herfelf to the 
humiliation of being told by one whofe refentment 
file perhaps had not thought it poi&ble to excite, 
that the ih^re fhe had taken in this infamous bufi* 
nefs was fuch as no woman with feminine feelings 
would have accepted, and that nothing could ever 
obliterate the remembrance that for a great part of 
Ac mifcry of two people whom Ihe profefled a 
fegatd for, her ladylhip would be called on to 
anfwer. ' 

. This was a new language tol-ady Emma Pery ton, 
wiiofe ea;rs had yet had no apertures, bur for the 
toicc of adulaction and flattery j the dye of con- 

fcience 
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fcicnce overcame the comparative palenefs of her 
rouge, and her lips quivered while Conflance ac- 
cufed her of infincerity and deceit, of havbg ' en- 
deavoured to ferve an unjuftifiable purpofe of her 
own by the arts of fraud and impofition, and of ' 
having been aiding in a fchcme, which none but . 
thofe who had loft all fcnfe of honour and aU re* 
gard for the welfare of their fellow-creatures, would 
have been engaged in. 

The defendant, inftead of aiking the particularv 
of the charge agaidft her, was beginning to deny 
them in tot0^ when Conftance flopped her by faying 
diere was nothing her imagination could fuggeft 
adequate to the purpofe oi convmcxng her (he had 
formed an erroneous judgment; that ihe freely 
forgave her^ as ihe had all her enemies, but that^ 
file muft not be offended if her return of affectionate 
proteftations was inferior to what her ladyihip 
might ezpe£^, as ffae could not love where flie 
could not trufl, and had never yet been able ta 
prevail on her tips to utter what her heart did not 
didate. Lady Emma was then haughtily mute, 
and teilified her indignation by bellowing a double 
quantity of her worthlefs regard on her lap-dog, 
till her brother and Mr. Gaynham returned, when 
ihe condescended to brighten her features and to 
difguife that Ihe ^nd her companion "were found lefi 
dear friends than they had been left. 

As the hour at which the carriage was ordered 
approached, Confianc^ began to fear that Lord 
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Farnford might not without a conteft fuffer her to 
leave, him and every time he fpoke fhe dreaded hear- 
ing that he -had a right to detain her^ and that Mr. 
Gaynham dared not take her avoay ; but her appre- 
benfions were in a great meafure removed by his 
requefting to know when he might fetch her from 
Oatham ? It was a query (he could not anfwer : 
had he aiked when fhe chofe he ihould fetch her, 
fhe could without helitation have replied — Never ! 
but bein^ prelTed to fpeak, fhe faid fhe would con- 
fult Lady Harriet, and write to him ; with this he 
was not fatisfied ; he told her Lady Harriet would 
confult Mr. Gaynham, and that therefore the fhort- 
tr way, as he was prefent, was to fettle it ixow. 
She was totally unprepared for.fucl^ a determination, 
and put it oflF with anfwering, that if Mr. Gayn- 
ham would give his lordfliip an invitation to dinner, 
every thing fhould be then agreed upon : he could 
obtamno more, and therefore fubmitted to wait four 
days, when he was to be allowed to fee her, and the 
marriage articles figned. 

He,fufFered her to depart in peace : -his prefence 
obliged Lady Emma, while her' own talent for 
dillimulation enabled her, to behave as if nothing 
unpleafant had happened between, her and Con- 
£lance, who, rpjbiced as much as fhe could be with 
any thing, at quitting the houfe, returned to her 
beloved friend Lady Harriet. 
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ON the following day fhe was cheared by a 
truly fympathizing letter from Mrs. ^firey, 
and recaved one from Lord Drumfernoi which by 
containing very good news, increafed her regret at 
her -reparation from Lord Calome : the navigation 
was now fo forward, as to ceafe to be precarious, 
and Ihe was ftrongly invited to be prefent on the firft 
day of the next year, when tiie firft veiTel was to 
come up within fight of Marftonbury ; the toll was 
adjuded, and the people of the country were fo 
well aware of the advantage accruing from this eaiy '' 
method of tonvcyance, that greater benefits might 
be expeded than were at firfl hoped for. It had 
always been computed, that the proprietors would 
receive twelve per cent, for their money, which 
would produce Sir Edward Fitzarthur's heirefs an 
annual income of eighteen hundred pounds. 'This, , 
it was imagined, as the utility of the undertaking 
became more known, would increafe ; the timber 
on his efiate would now be fold at a confiderably 
greater profit, and her affairs wore at this juncture 
a very promifing afpe£t : (he was not infenfible to 

the * 
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the bldfingy though its value was diminiflied k 
her incapacity to enjoy it, and flic laid down her 

uncle's letter with the reflection- ^How happf 

would this have made Lord Calorne I 

Previous to her meeting her huiband again, tf 
was neceflTary fliefliould confult Mr. Gaynhamani 
Lady Harriet on the fubje<5t flie was moft averfe to 
thinking on ; and \Vith fome difficulty fhe prevailed 
on Lady H^irrkt to fuffer her to mention it. Loiti 
Farnford hadpropofed a re-marriage^ to which, fir 
her own fake (he (aw it lit to confent : where k 
fliould be, he left her at liberty to determine ; bot 
for an adiion flie fo. much abhorred, no icene «s 
proper : the only place for which (he had any par- 
tiality was the houfe flie was in, yet ike could not 
alk~ the friends who were infulted by her marri^ 
to permit the ceremony to be performed thcn^ 
fior would Lady Harriet, flie foon founds aequiefo 
in fuch a wiflx ; for in the cotirfe of their confttlt- 
ation flic prohibited what ftie termed— /^# /^Vii 
foUution of Oatham church by a contract (b ofto- 
five to Heaven. 

To fufFcr Lord Farnford to fetch her to Mount 
Felix, was, on due deliberation, pronounced the 
4eaft objectionable alteroative, and to this (he for- 
rowfully yielded, intreating Lady Harriet to go 
there with lier, lince flie was the only friend fee 
could aflc to fupport her ; but this flie could not ob- 
tain I the y anfwer flie received was by the tears 
that ftartcd in Lady |iarriet^s eyes ; flie, turned 

away 
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way from her, and Mr. Gaynham (aid, he wa« 
afraid Ihe inufl notpnefs it. 

With this melancholy profped, unalleviated by 
hope, comfortlcfs, folitary, and embittered by 
whatever was painful to the mind, flie prepared 
, to utter her own condemnation, and faw Lord Farn- 
ford arrive, on the day named, with accumulated 
horror and increaf nj deteftation ; triumphant joy 
was the chara6tcrifti:of his countenance; he came to 
claim his conqueft, and to learn when he fhould be 
put in poiTeifion of his captive, the languor of wbof^ 
features, and the teilimonies of whofe forrow^ did 
xxot at all reprefs the ardor of his exultation. 

With a degree of agitation that would have 

wrung pity from a ftatue, with ftreaming eyes and 

trcipbling fingers, flie took the pen from Ixjrd Farn- 

ford and almoft illegibly fubfcribed the deed that 

offered her a valuelefs bribe in lieu of the exalted 

the permanent happinefs flie had hoped for : the 

perfons whofe attendance had been neceffary were 

then difmifled, and his lordfliip's next buHnefs was 

to' inquire when he was to reap the harveft of his' . 

villainy. 
Lady Harriet,' as before; abfented herfelf, and 

Mr. Oaynham remained with C<mftance, whofe 

fobs and tears (b convulfed her as to render impof- 

fible her fatisfying the earrs impatient curiofity ; 

fhe had feed 00 time— (he could fix none ; fiie could 

lay nothing more tfaaxk— i** You have beea too cru€l 

XQ 
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« to y ou leave me only fubmiffion l'— and 

then looking at Mr. Gaynham-^* do tell him what 
*- We agreed on, for I cannou' 

•* That any man can be fatisfied," faid Mr. 
Gaynhanif ** with lifelefs charms, without the 
•* heart, is to me a matter of aftonifhment :— Lord 
** Farnford you muft, though I acknowledge your 
** right, give up this wretched young woman, at 
•** Icaft fo far as refpe^ls her -living with you : the 
•* confequences, notwithftanding all your care, will 
** I am fatisfied be fatal to her : you fee this is no ca- 
'* price, no variation, but a rooted diflike, and ^ch as 
*^ is too juftifiable to be conquered ; it is aggravated 
** by regret, by refledHon, that you arc the caufe 
'* of all the for row Hie knows ; and (he is, I fear, 
•* already dying oi a broken heait : it Will be bru- 
** tality to compel her, it will be murder : flic muft 
** live feparated from you, 

*VHis Lordfhip, with the ftemeft afped and, in 
** the moft forcible mode of expreffing hisTefolutjon^ 
** fcnt himfelf to the perdition into which he fcemed, 
** without this acquiefcence, precipitating himfelf, if 
•* he confented to her living apart from him, and 
*< firmly protefting that, were his intentions to be 
** oppofed, he would exett the authority with which 
" the Itg^ature had fumifhed him, and immediately 
" carry her home, fhe begged Mr. Gaynham to fuf- 
" fcr her peaceably to fubmit, and to difchargc the 

" duty 









NOVEL. IT 



* duty fhe had accepted : (lie then told him that he 
' muft fetch her, but could not bring herfelf to name 
' any time ; he therefore propofed the day after the 

* next, to which (be, following the natural impulfe 

* of her aver (ion, objected, and inlifted on being al- 
'* lowed a fortnight : he would not confent to {o 
'• long a delay, and therefore that day fe'nnight was 

* fixed on. 

'- ,^* It was agreed, or rather refolved by his Lord- 

ftiip, for his wife had no (bare in the part of the 

determination, that he (hould be with her in the 

morning, dine with her, and fet'out in the evening 

for Mount Felix, where they (hould be married,, 

before a fufficient number of witne(re8 : this was 

the only point that had not been previoufly fettled, 

and Conftancc faw now every circumftance in as 

fair a train to complete her mifery, as the moft 

inveterate enemy could have wi(hed, .Mr. Gayn- 

ham, from motives of mere charity, promifcd to 

go with her, and this was the ohly diadow of fup- 

port ihe could expedt : (he learnt that Lady Emma 

was to meet her at Mrs. StavencU's ; and, being 

already tclb wretched to heed trifles, (he anfwered 

her hu(band's defire, to know that this would be 

perfc^ly agreeable to her, by faying fhe was indif 

.fcrent to every thing. 

He left'her, with the warmeft expreffions of af- 

;fc6Uon, with an. exulting joy^ .^at this was his 

laft feparadon from her, and with a civil hint, that 

^ he' 
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he (hould admit of no apology for her difappoint* 
ing him ; and Conftance (aw him drive from the 
door, with the moft ardent wifhes, that her eyes 
might be cloied forever before fiis return. 

Not one moment during' the fucceeding night, 
could ihe forget her forrows, nor could (he, by 
ruminating on them, ftrengthen herfelf to hear 
them. The degree of hope (he had entertained, 
that fomething might intervene to fave her, was 
fmall and foundationlefs ; bvt it was now totally ex« 
tin^ty and fhe had no one confideration to chear 
her. She was in herfelf inexpreffibly wretched, 
9nd (he was afflicted many ways. Mr. Gaynham 
had yet heard nothing of Lord CaloAe, and Lady 
Harriet's anxiety was not , to be foothed, ,yet her 
regard for her friend fo confirained her, that it 
was only her countenance and deportment that de- 
clared fhe wais unhappy : thd two ladies feldom 
met, excepting when it was neceflary, for each was- 
too well aware of dieir being uniit companions, to 
indulge even in what might have gratified each. 

That portion of her health which Conftance ha4 
recovered, was infufficient to wicbfland her mental ' 
diforder; 9xA ihe, without the leaft tifi£ture of 
regwt, Wt herfelf hourly weakefied )oij » flow fe- 
ver : this indication of a releafe in profpe^t, couht 
only hftve been more heartily welcomed, h^ it 
come on with a quieter pace, and ihe would wil^ 
Hngly have endured the acuttftpain* tt>Jb#ve eiidod 
her life where fbt was. 

As 
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As fhe fpent much of her time whh Mr. Gayn- 
ham^ her declining health was perceptible to him : 
and as fhe had done all that good fenfe and afteady 
refolution could do, reafoning had no cffe^— 
From Lord Farnford's welMcnown tetnper« it was to 
be feared, Chat, (hould his. wife be dying when he 
came to fetch her, he woifld not ^elinquiih hb pur-* 
pofe ; file therefore at the entreaty of her friends, 
was attended by a phyfician : but from medi<;ine 
Ihe derived no other benefit, than as it was nouri(h«- 
ment which flie rejedtcd in the form of food : her 
countenance now wore a different afpedl ; it was 
Hill languid and pale, but fo much did fhe enjoy 
her approaching emancipation, that it was irradi- 
ated by. hope, and frequently brightened into' a 
placid fmite. 

Whatever fhe did, was with a view to her dif- 
folution ; and ^pprehenflve that as file grew weaker, 
the faculties of her mind might be impaired, (he 
fettled her few temporal concerns with all pof- 
fible expedition. As if fhe imagined that any 
would be prodvdtive of delay, fhe left nothing to 
omiffion to be done after her deceafe, and having 
no worldly care but to diminifh the forrow of 
her friends, with as much compofure as any one 
would fet out on a journey, fhe, at the age of 
twenty-two, prepared to quit a life, the laA fifteen 
' moAtlis of which had been produdive of trouble 
to have alloyed the bappinefs pf an age«' 
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From a ftate of tranquillity which flie had enjoyed 
three days, ihe was, on the morning preceding that 
of Lord FamTord's expelled arrival, awakened by 
the horror which ftared her in the face, and her 
grief was lefs calm : fhe was in hyfterics for fome 
hours. Lady Harriet could now no Ibnger either 
difguife her feelings, or avoid being with her, and 
Con(hmce*8 agonies were rendered intolerable by 
feeing the diflrefs fhe occafioned. 



CHAP. XV. 



MYSTERY. 



TH £ laft day of her refidence at Oatham was 
now very near it's conclufion, and, on that fol- 
low ing, the incongruous unioii was to be completed- 
•—After fupper, and juft as Conftance and the fa- 
mily 
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jnlly were about to part, they were alarmed by a. 
violent ringing at the gate, which was fuccceded by 
the noife of a carriage : Mr. Gaynham went to the 
window, but it was too dark to difcern any obj^6t. 
•— Prefcntly fomebody entered the houfe, and 
aiked loudly ilnd haftily for Lady Parnfo^d : Mr. 
Gaynham then faying to Conftance, — Don't you 
be frighted, it b Lord Farnford's veice r-^was gO' 
Ing out of the room, when his Lordlhip came in : 
his wife involuntarily rofe, while he, inftantane- 
oufly approaching her, and grafping her hand, f^d, 
•— Fopgive *my coming to you : don't be alarmed : 
I wiflied much to fee you.— Then turning from her, 
file fbnding motionlefs with terror, . he faid, to Mr. 
Qaynham, — I could not reft without feeing her : 
you will forgive my coming fo fuddenly. 

He was now aflced to fit down ; all was amaze- 
Aent ; he appeared fcarcely in his fenfes ; and no 
other anfwer could be obtained to a queftios, which 
had been many times put to him, to know what waf 
■the caufe of his journeys than that he wifiied to 
fee Lady Farnford. He began an incoherent 
fpeech, endeavoured to leiTen her evident terror, 
by aiTuring her, (he had nothing to fear, and that 
he did not think of comii^g until about three hour^ 
before, or fiie.ihould have knowi^ his intention; 
but that it was better lb come fo, than not at all. 
. Conftance now fup^fed him drunk, yet his be« 
haviour had more the appearance of infanity than 
of intoxication; he rivetted his eyes on her for fofne* 

F z moments. 
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momontSy without fpeaking, he then repeated that 
he could not reft without feeing her, and all their 
attempts to procure fatisfa£tion were fruitlefs : it 
feemed to he a fudden and very alarming frenzy. 

A fervant came in to tell him the horfe*s were 
changed; he replied, it was very well, he was 
coming : hut fat ftill talking rery wildly : he 
pr^feffed his love for Lady Farnfbrd, and his for* 
row for haying made her unhappy, faying 'often, 
he helieved he was amply punifhed. This made 
her fufpe6t he was jealous of , her, a&d therefore had 
come fo unexpe6tcdly ; yet nothing implied dif- 
truft. At laft, after having ftaid near an hour and 
half, hy which time it was confiderably paft mid* 
hight, he faid, — I have no occafion to fet off till 
four : Lady Farnford, ftiall I ftay with you ?— — 
She could make him no anfwer, and Mr. Oayn- 
ham feeing that (he was, as fhe had reafon to be, 
afraid, replied for her,— -Yes, fby by all means : 
we (hall have another bottle of wine ; but' had you 
not better fend your carriage away ? Then getting 
up to ring tfie bell, he feid in a whifper to Con- 
fiance, as he paifed her, — Don't be afraid ; I will not 
leave you, if he does ftay : this may be'produ^tiyc 
of good to you, for you (hall not be deferted : I 
•will take care of you, depend on me. • 

Lord Farnford hsi for fom? feconds, fat with his 
eyes fixed on the ground, from which potition fud- 
denly ftarting up, he faid,^-'No,' I will not flay ; 
and yet catching his wift'shand, how am^I to quit 

yott 
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you ? I muft not flay j I have many things to do ; 

things of importance to you. ^Thcn looldng 

earneftly at her, he faid, My love, I am going to 
London: I hope* to be back by to-morrow after- 
noon : would you go with me ? purely, in- 

terpofed Lady Harriet, who had not yet jfpoken 
to him, you Would not think of taking Lady Farn- 
ford to town. to-night :^ you fhall not indeed. — I 
muftj he replied, I cannot flay : I cannot leave 
hti> : perhaps fh« will like to^ go.— —But, faid 
Mr. Gayttham* do you not coHfider hov^r late it 
19 ? M It it late, his Lordfhip anfwered ; but 

file fhall be fafe ; the fervants are armed, and we 
ihall be in town in two hours. I would not 

hsLvt her go^ returned Mr. Gaynham, on any ac- 

<:ount. 1 ara fure, fomething has difordered 

you. I cannot trufl you with her. You think, 

faid her hufband, mildly, that I have not the ufe 
of my reafon— 'tis true, fhe diflrafts me : were 

it not for her what have I fu,ffered ! — ^but 

I cannot, I will not go without her : every thing 
depends on it ; fhe raufl go. I beg, I intreat her 
to go with me. O my dear love, what a tyrant 
I have been to you : I am grieved for you : 1 wifh 
I had not done it. ■ ■ -Let me Ipeak to her, faid 

Mr. Gaynham. You fhall not tl>en, inter- 

rupted the Earl, difTuadc her from going.^ 
Well, I will not, hie replied, and then went out of 
the room with her. 

F 3 ^ Though 
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Though her terror ^as very great, it had re ani- 
mated her, atid, by detaching from her remembrance 
the melancholy ideas that bad occupied her, file was 
enabled to exert that part of her ftrength which, as 
having loih dormant, fhe imagined had deferied hen 
Mr> Ga} nham aikcd her what flie thought of 
doing, and whether flie felt inclined to rifque going 

with Lord Farnford. Not if I can by any 

jfieans avoid it, flie replied :— I flioukl be terri- 
fied to death, for he feems to me to be mad :— *if he 
infills on it I have no altemativc.-r— <yood Hea- 
▼en \ what is to become of me ? Y ou hare an 

alternative, rejoined her friend, for,, if your going 
ViiW be attended with any danger that I cannot 
gxiard you ag^nfV, I will not let him take you ;— 
but if you think it more prudent to honour him than 
to oppofe him, I will, for your perfect fecurity, or- 
der my carriiige and follow you immediately t one 
of my men (liall ride by the fide of his chaife, and' 
on the leafl alarm I will, at the hazard of my liie^ 
protect you. 

That no probable accident could render her 
fituation worfe, was a confideration that abated 
Conftance*s fears : fhould Lord Farnford really be 
mad, and murider her, he ridded her of a comfbrt- 
lefs exiflence^ and flie had nothing to dread but 
what file had forefeen ever (incc thcri^ laft meeting t 
flie therefore thanked Mr. Gaynham for his kind- 
nefs, and defpcrately refolving to accompany Lord 
Farnford, returned to himi and found him walk- 
ing 
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ing up and down in great perturbation, talking to 
Kimfelf, and entirely rcgardlcfs of Lady Harriet, 
who was prefent. 

When his wife entered^ he fuddcnly flopped, 
and aiked her what flic had determined on : her- . 
courage drooped, and flie anfwered, — If I knew 
your reafon for wifhing me to go, I would judge 

whether it is fafe for me. Is it not fufiicicnt, 

he haftily rejoined, to fay I mttfitdke you with 
me ? What are you afr lid of ? am not I your 
hufband ? You think me mad : you have made 
me fo : Lady Farnford, you muft go : I will not 
go without you : you will perhaps repent refuting 
me : on my honour you fliall not, comply- 
ing with my requcft. Then 1 will ^o, flie re* 

plied» if you will ftay till I can get ready.— -Cer-» 
tainly, faid he, but make halle : you know not 
what an obligation you confer on me : you will 
know foon, and you ftiall be rewarded. 

She would not have detained him five minutes, 
had not Mr. Gaynham followed her out of the 
room, and advifed her changing her gown, for her 
habit, in order to afford tims for his horfes to be 
put to the carriage, as, if he di4 not go with her, 
the proteftion he offered her, would be of no ufe : 
(he was paft fear of any kind, but would ' not de- 
cline his kind -lefs, and therefore went up flairs with 
Lady Harriet, who (Irongly dilTuaded" her from fo 
dangerous an acquiefcence. Mr. Gaynham fent 
to her that he was ready^ and, unable to take 

F 4 leave 
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leave of X^ady Harriet, fhe returned alon^ to the 
parlour, and told Lord Farnford ihc was prepared 
to go. 

Mr. Gaynham was not in the room ; his Lord- 
fhip was fitting, leaning on a table, and did not 
fccm to attend to her during two or three minutes, 
an interval which, though fhort, afforded ample 
time for her fears to mufter again ; .ihe dreaded fbe 
fcarcely knew what, and could not repeat the 
profeilion of obedience ; he looked at her, and 
then darting from his feat, faid,— *No, it would be 
Cruelty in the extreme. I wifh I could have poft<* 
poned going ; but it is better not ; for, though 
Lady Farnford, you do not love me, I will not 
aggravate your diftrefs. I will never punifh 
you :— ^ou fhall not go to town ; — you fliall 

hear from me. I will leave you here : if 

poffible, I (hall be with you at the time we agreed 
on ; if not, you will conclude— but you fhall 
hear : fuppofing I were ill, and begged you to 
come to me, would you come ? — Yes, Lord Farn- 
ford, Ihe replied, I would indeed : be kind to me, 
and only refleft on your cruelty to me, and I will 

do what I can, You are an angel, cried his 

Lordfhip, you will make me repent, if you are fo 
good : I have not deferved the Icaft conlideration ; 
but forgive mc ; I was determined to have you at 
any rate : I am forry for it, but I cannot give you 
up: anything el fe I would do. You fliall not 
go, I will go alone : and, iriy love, when wt 
•neet next ■ ■ ■ but you fliall hear from me. 
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He then rang the bell» and ordering his fenrants 
to be readyv came up to Conftjmce, to bid her 
farewell : he grafped her hand, and eameftly faid, 
I am puniflied for what I have done : I iland in 
need of fupport, and I have none. , O my wife ! 
I cannot renounce you \ but I will not grieve you : 
you will know it afterwards. I am a coward : had 
I the approbation of my confcience, I fhould not 
fear. One parting kifs, Lady Farnford, may I 
alk it ? you have yet refufed^me; but furely yoa 
will not now. ^ - 

She was really affeded by his extraordinary eitio* 
ticn, and her averfion began to give ground ; Ihe 
pitied him, {lie was ftruck with the folcmnity of his 
adieu, and voluntarily offered to go with him ; but 
he faid flie (hould not. — \ — An idea now entered her 
imagination while he flood with his arm thrown 
round her waill , regarding her with fixed attention, 
that compunction had overcome his ardour, and* that 
he defigned to quit her for ever : it was not love 
that (he felt for him, it was Compaflion, it was ten- 
dernefs, and, {lifting the remembrance of her inju- 
ries, fhe wept at feeing a creatur^ of the fame fpe- 
cics unhappy : llie now no longer knew herfelf as 
Lord Calorne's Conftance, fhe was Lord Farnford^s 
wife ; and as in that ftation it was her duty to contri- 
bute to his eafe, as well as her natural wi(h to extend 
beneyblence,(he unhplitatii?gly affured hin>(he freely 
forgave whatt was paft^ afxd,^. would he treat her 

. F 5 , • . ; kindly, 
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kindly, that ihe would dnrc to conquer every pre« 
poifeffion. 

Ai proud a heart as ever was formed was hum- 
bled, an unbounded wifh for gratification was re- 
preiTed, an innate ftubbornnefs became flexibUity, 
and Lord Farnfbrd was repentant at the moment 
when he had fucceeded in foftening Conftance.— • 
The fervant came in to tell him his attendants were 
ready ; he wrung the hand he feemed to have for« 
gotton was that ^f another^ and, unable to fpeak, 
retired abruptly to his carriage. 



CHAP. ICVL 



CHAR I rr* 



Jk yjTR* Gaynham prefently cam^ to Conlbmce 
•*•▼•*► who was in a maze of ailoniftment, and 
afted her |f ili€ could nottruft herfetf with Lord 

Fam« 
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Farnford that he was gone alone ; (he told him he 
would not let her go, he replied that he was glad 
of it, for. -though to offend him was dangerous, he 
was not fatisfied with her going. Lady Har- 
riet was now informed of her friend's efcape, and, 
notwithftanding the latenefs of the hour, they 
^ent fome time in converfing on this extraordinary 
vifit. 

It had imprefled Conftance's mind too forcibly to 
admit rcH; and various reflcdlionsdiflurbed her: fhe 
was not perfe£tty fure that her condefcenfion was 
juftifiable, for, no longer worked on by the fight of 
Lord Farnford 's diilrefs, flie began to think fhe had 
injured Lord Calorne in fufFering herfelf to be fo 
moved ; but againft this fhe oppofed the confider- 
ation that if her fidelity to him prevented her dif\ 
charging the duty Ihe had undertaken, it ceafed to 
be a virtue; and fhe was foothed by a belief that, 
were he a fpedator of her conduft, he would pre- 
fer her ai^inj^ confcientloufly to an obilinate and em« 
bittering regard to him. 

* At breakfafl next morning the late interruption 
was again the topic, but to what Lord Farnford's 
fo fudden coming was to be attributed could not be 
agreed ; Cohfbmce flill imagined he meant his vifit 
as a final farewell, in wh^ch opinion fhe was fup- 
ported by calling to mind the circumdances of his 
behayiour, and the incoherent f«lemnity of wlnit 
he had faid ; Mr. Gaynham did not think ^ith 

F 6 her, 
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her, but could find no other caufe ; while Lady 
Harriet was confident he was mad. A (hort time 
^roTed that, if Conftance's conje6bure was not 
right, it was nearly fo, and all that appeared myf- 
terious was accounted for. ' 

A little before noon, Mr. Gaynham c^me to the 
two ladies, who were in the nurfcry, and propofed 
as the day was gloomy, and no more than mode- 
rately warm, their taking an airing f he had been 
in the room a very few minutes, when his attention 
was drawn by feeing a man ride furiouily toward 
the houfe, who, throwing himfelf from his horfe, 
rang violently at the gate. Mr. Gaynham turned 
to Conftancej and fald, — ^Here is one of Lord Farn- 
ford^s fervants, if I am not miflaken : I will go 
down and learn his bufinefs : he then went away, 
and Conftance, without knowing why, began to 
tremble. Her fufpenfe was foon at an end : Mr. 
Gaynham returned prefently, and making her fit 
down, he defired her not to be alarmed, told her 
Lord Farnford had fent for her to town, an^ of- 
fered to go with her.— And why has he fent for 
me ? ihe aiked^ — He is ill, returned Mr. Gaynham • 
—He ! flie repeated : he faid laft night, would I 
come to him, if he were ill : I will go immedi- 
ately.— —Stay, faid Mr. Gaynham, I have or- 
dered the carriage : you muft fummon all your rea- 
fon and fortitude, Lady Farnford, for you will be 
ihocked to fee him unprepared : he has fought a 
duel. — He is dead, then, Ihc replied.— No. Mr> 
Gaynham rejoined^ he is not ; but he is tirounded, 

and 



, A K O y £ L« ^ 133 

4nd htgi to fee you. - A nd with whom has he 
fought ? can it be with Lord Calorne ? were the 
next queflions : they were anfwered, and Lady 
Harriet's rifing colour fubfidcd by naming Lord 
Greprge BrenviUe. Conftance expreffed her for- 
row for Lord Farnford, earneftly hoping, that, 
whatever flie might fuffer, one fo unfit, to die might 
be fpared, and was to a very great degree anxious 
to fet'out. As {bon as they were fummoned to the 
chaife, fhe parted from Lady Harriet ; and, havinc^ 
leftprders with Kitty to follow her, flic quitted 
Oatham with Mr. Gaynham. 

They reached Portman-fquare by thr^e o'clock, 
and on entering the houfe ftie could with difficulty 
keep from fainting* Lord Farnford's furgeon was 
told flie was arrived, and in a few minutes came 
down to her : he and Mr. Gaynham went out of 
the room together, and in the mean time fhe learnt, 
from one of the fervants, that his Lordfhip alarmed 
them all by coming there at day-break, that he 
continued up and alone till five o'clock, when he* 
went out with a gentleman who had called on him ; 
that he had been brought home in about an hour, 
fenfelefs and bleeding, and recovering the ufe •£ 
hb intelkdts, bad ordered Lady Farnford to l>e 
fent for* 

Mr. Gaynham returned, and told her the fur* 
geon thought the wound not mortal, and tihattiie' 
£arl might fafely fee her, which perhaps he would 
do dire&ly, as a meiTage was gone to let him knoM^ ' 

ibe 
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ft 

flie was in the houfc. — I hope^ faid Coaftance, he 
will not die ; indeM I do not wifh it*-— You are 
Tery good^ Mr. Gaynham anfwered ; but you muft 
compofe yourfelf : I dere^fay he will be very eager 
to fee you ; and any agitation that you would dif- 
cover would make him worfe, She promifed to 
endeavour at being calm : and Lord Fa rn ford's 
gentleman came to tell her his Lordlbip begged fhe 
would come to him inilantly. 

As far as the room adjoining that where hef 
hulband lay, Mr. Gaynham accompanied her, 
and then, exhorting her to courage, when bethought 
her tolerably firm, he fuffered her to proceed : flic 
went to the bedfide, and kneelmg down, at the 
fight of Lord Farnford, burft into tears: he was 
told flie wm there, and opening his eyes faid,— 
My love, you Were very kind to come : — ^but I do 
not dcfervc your pity : — ^he was too weak to fay any 
more, and fhe, fearful of difturbtng him, retired, 
and went to Mr. Gaynham who was talking to the 
(brgeon* 

The ball which had lodged in his fide had been 
txtrz&cd in two hours after he received it, and as 
no very unfavourable fymptoms appeared, hopes 
were entertained that in a few days he would be out 
of dangert Conftance could not think of 

leaving the houfe till this was nearer a certainty, 
however difagreeable . (laying might be to her ; but 
when Mr* Gaynham faid that he would trufl to the 
Qooft-light for his return to Oatham, ihe could not 

con- 
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conceal that to be left in fuch a fituation was a very 
Tcvere afflidkion : — he therefore offered to remain in 
town, promifed to fee her often, and defired that 
ihe would make no fcruple offending for him at any 
time. 

In the evening Lord Farnford rcquefted to fee 
her again : — ^fhe went, but he was too wcidc to utter 
any more than broken fentcnces exprellive of his 
love for her, and his fcnfe of of her goodnefs : he 
feemed anxious to know if (he meant to flay with 
hi'ii and pleafed with .her aiTuring him fhe would : 
his wound was drefled again when fhe quitted his 
room, and bore no^ worfe an , appearance than be- 
fore. 

. Having convinced her of the neccflity of her go-' 
ing to bed, and promifed to breakfaft with> her the 
next morning, Mr. Gaynham about midnight went 
home to Burlington-ftreet, and ihe followed his 
advice ; but gave the fervants orders to call her if 
Lord Farnford grew worfe or intimated a wiih to 
fee her.— The fatigue fhe had undergone procured 
her a little rcfl ; — flie fent to inquire after L*ord 
Farnford and her anxiety was ihcreafed by hearing 
he had pafied the night very ill : on the arrival of 
his furgeon, .however, her nc^y raifed fears were 
allayed ; inquietude was a natural confequence of 
the pain of his wound, and, on the whole, he did 
not think him worfe than th0 day before. 

At the hour he had tiamed Mr. Gayi\hani came 
to her \ and at breakfafl he aiked her if he ihould 

- fend 
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fend for Lady Hamct.— If it had happened that 
Lady Harriet had been in town, ' fhe anfwered, I 
ihould have been glad ; but I would not have her 
fetched to fuch a fcene.— -She will dine with you, 
faid Mr. Gaynham, fhe knows your diftrefs by 
this time, and I am certain will not delay fetting out; 
I have told her to provide {or remaining perhaps 
ibme weeks in town, fo that you may always have 
her when you wi(h it. 

This was a very great confolation, and Conftaiice 
was extremely thankful for it : it cheared her and 
enabled her to go to Lord Farnfqrd at noon, when 
iie defired to fee her, in rather better fpirits : he 
cpuld fay little more than what he had before re- 
peated, excepting that on her aiking him if (he 
fhould let Lady Emma know he was wounded, he 
replied, that (lie was with Mrs. Stavenell and that 
one of his fervants who came from Mount Felix 
with him was gone to her. 

Before four o'clock, Lady Harriet arrived ; flic 
had not been to Burlington-dreet, but had her 
children in the coach : thefe fhe fent away, and 
flaid herfelf with Conftance. Her Ladyihip had 
formed a magniiied idea of Lord Farnford's dan- 
ger, and could not fc^bear hinting to his wife, thai 
there was a profpe^t of releafe, till fbe anfwered, 
that her wiihes for his recovery were fincere, and 
begged that nothmg might be (aid to render them 
left eamefi* 

At 
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As to confine both Mr* Gaynlum and Lady 
Harriet was needlefs, Conftaace" told him that, if 
' one of them would, when it was not very incon-- 
Tcnicnt to them, be with her, (he ihould b^ per- 
fe£lly fatisfied : it was therefore agreed, that the 
latter fliould be the refident in Portman-fc^uare, 
that Ihe fhould go home at fomc time every day,, to 
fee her children ; and, as (he could not be eafy if 
they were left at night with only fcrvants, Mr# 
Gaynham was to (leep in Burlington-flreet. 

Dinner was jufl over, when Conflance was f am- 
nioned to Lord Farnford ; (he found him better 
,than (he had expeded ; he made her iit down on 
his bed, and would have talked to her» had not hit 
furgeon come in, and advifed him to remain quiet» 
fiotwithftandmg which he would not fu&r her to 
go, but holding her hand, looked wi(hfully at her, 
and reiterated his acknowledgements of obligation* 
His fide .was to be drefled, and Ihe left him, 
deiiring to know what judgment was formed of it : 
this was very favourable, and (he heard with a de« 
gree of pleafure, which refulted from her own be- 
nevolence, that if he continued as well through 
the next day, the greateft danger was over. 

That Lady Harriet was not delighted with this • 
account, .was indubitable ; but Mr. Gaynham, 
who with admiration faw the diiinterefted and truly 
charitable concern of one fo injured for the mur- 
derer of her peace, endeavoured xto make her ex- 
alted gencrofity contribute to her eafe, by faying 

what 
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whatever could famlltarize to her, the idea of IiT' 
ing with her huiband, who it was not to be tx*- 
pe6ted would again permit her to leave his houfe. 
The hope that he might recover to the purpofe of 
repentance and ameadment made her own gloomy 

, profpe^^ tolerable : ^Ihc had already given up 

every thing flie valued in this world, and mafl ilrike 
out a new path for her paflage through it.— 
Convmced that none which deviated from the fhi£t- 
eft red^tude could be worthy of purfuit, fhe fe- 

•duloufly ibught that, and refolved, without any 
other urn than that of approving herfelf to him 
whofe prote^on had hitherto fupported her, in- 
flexibly to follow it. ^he flattered herfelf Lord 

. Farnford's confinement might be made ufeful to 
bim, and determined if his recovery was flow' to 
take advantage of it to make him think. 

He refted better this night than that preceding^ 
and was coniiderably mended in the morning : he 
continued fo all day, and faw his wife frequently, 
it being advifed that he fliould rather fee her often 
for fliort intervals than exhauft himfelf by talking, 

to which he was much inclined. Lady Harriet 

went home for two hours, during which time Mr. 

v^Qaynham fup plied her place, and they remain-. 

'-td with Conftance for the remainder of the day. 

Between fix and feven in the evening, arrived 

Lady Emma Peryton and Mrs Stavenell, a circum- 

ilanoe which did not delight Conftance, though 

j(he could HOt but approve their coming : they were 

fliewn 
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fliewn into the room where fhe and her friends 
were, and neither of the vifitors looked pleafed with 
the party : Mrs. Stavenell eagerly aiked how Lord 
Farnford was, while his fider, with a ftiff refer \> 
and a very ill timed haughty remembrance of the 
difference (he had had with Condance, rang for a 
fervant and bid hi^i inquire whether fhe might fee 
her brother. 

It was naturally to be expe£ted, however little to 
be wiflied, that they, would remain as companions 
to their niece and iifler-in-law^ and while they were 
gone to Lord Farnford's chamber Mr. Gayhham 
imagining they intended to do fo, aiked Confiancc 
if his wife's being in Burlington-flreet would not be 
the more agreeable ; but this was not confented to : 
the two ladies were by no means a compenfation 
for the abfence of fuch a friend, and fhe begged 
that whatever they did, might not alter the plan 
agreed on. 

All doubts on this head were foon removed • 
Lady Emma on her return from her brother de- 
clined flaying even to tea, and Mrs. Stavenell, who 
might juflly fear hearing more than fhe chofe from 
Lord Calorne's relations, went away with her. 
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g E F O R E the day clofed it produced Confianc« 
a. more Important fupport and a greater degree 
of plcafure than (he could have hoped for.— Mr* 
Carwell had fuddenly returned, to town, and fent 
A meffage defirkig to know if he might wait on 
Lady Farnford.— *— Mr. Gaynham, who was with 
her when it came, went back with the fervant, and 
in lefs than an hour brought him to Portman-* 
fquare, having in their way thither informed him in 
general of the fituation of affairs there. 

This was the greateft gratification Ihe had e^* 
perienced fince the commencement of her misfor- 
tuAes, and ihe begged earnedly that it might not 
be dimiaifhed by his leaving her, as his prefence 
would be ufefiil and beneficial in the higheft de- 
gree t the bufinefs on which he came to town was 
Lord George Bienville's who had been obliged to 
abfcond left his antagonift's wound proved mortal ; 
the family were difperfed, Lady George, whofe 

con- 
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condu6t wad the ground of the quarrel, was feot 
to her. relations, her children were taken from her 
and left at the country houfe, while their fcarcely- 
to-be-pitied father was feeking a nook of the world to 
hide himfelf in. Mr. Carwell's refidence^therefore in 
Grofvenor^ftreet was not tndifpenfible, and, on the 
fiiTurance that Lord J'arnford would not be offended, 
he complied mi^k Conftance's inTiiatipn, after 
having obliged her to promife.that (he wduld, with- 
out ceremony, make him as fervteeable as he could 
be. 

It was midnight when ihe and her friends re-* 
tired to their chambers : in goirig thither file called 
in at Lord Farnfdrd's room, to inquire after him, and 
was forry to hear he was awake, and not & well as 
he had been earlier in the day : ihe went' to his 
bedfide, and found him ipuch changed, his wound 
was very painful, the acceffion of fever was greater 
than it had been, and ihe thought it iit that h& 
furgeon ihould fee him ; he was ient for, and her 
fears that his danger was increafed were confirmed. 
The phyfician who had attended herein her illneia, 
was fetched ; tmd he, knowing how little reafon 
Conftance . had to wiih for Lord Farnford's life, 
when he returned from his vi£t to him, told her, 
without hefitadon, that his recovery : was notosdy 
doubtful, biit imprbbai^, iince his wound, though 
externally healing, was within in analannin^ flate of 
infiaiiraiatuin :,ihe.received thef« tidings, which. wcce^ 
^mmunicsued in the adjoining room, with a degree 

of 
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of horror that convinced the phyfician he was mif* 
taken in fuppofing (he would accept liberation at 
fuch a price, and had not recovered the command 
of herfeif, when Lord Farnford defired ihe would 
come to him. 

Opiates had been given him, - which had failed <^ 
the faiutary effed^ intended, and he was in a dread- . 
ful delirium : he would not fuffer her to ftir from 
him, but raved inceflantly till fix in the momin'r, . 
when he fell into a dozo ; and ihe, moft heartily 
weaned, went to lie down : but flie could nofreft ; 
Lord Farnford dying without opportunity to re- 
fled on his fins, and perhaps without inclination to 
look forward to eternity, was an image perpetually^ 
before her eyes; and, as foon as ihe heard Mr. 
Carwell was iKrring, ihe went down, and requeiked 
to fpeak with him. 

He concurred in her opinion, that at the next 
lucid interval. Lord Farnford ihould be warned of 
'his danger, and offered to make him a vifit, if ihe 
would introduce him : it was agreed, that when ihe 
next faw him, ihe ihould tell him Mr. Carwell was 
in the houie, and urge his admitting him to a con- 
▼erfation. 

Lady Harriet's grief at hearing Lord Farnford*s 

recovery was again dubious, was only the refie^on 

of Conibnce's, and ihe went home as ufual after 

'breakfo^, anxious becaufe her huiband had been 

sUent without fending an excufe, and without 

having 
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l»ving mentioned any ^ngagemeot that Would de- 
tain him : (he had been gone a very flijrt time, 
when Con (lance was told the £arl was awake, and 
iiad intiraated a wi(h, that die would come to him. 
She never deferred a moment obeying his fummons, 
and on her entrance, found him compofed and 
-drowfy ; but when he looked up, (he was (hocked 
by the diforder of his countenance : he held her 
by the hand with all his (Irength, complained of 
very great pain, yet was not feniible enough to 
know whence it proceeded* 

The arrival of his furgeon releafed Conftance^ 
who, as (he -was going down ftairs, met Mrs. 
Stavenell and Lady Emma Peryton ; (he gave 
them an account of Lord Farnfbrd^ and di(ruaded 
them from feeing him : after this they (laid but a 
fliort time ; and, almoft as foon as they were gone, 
Lady Harriet returned. When (he came into the 
loom, it was evident that (lie had been crying, and 
her looks ibreboded fome unwelcome news. Con- 
^nce aiked her what affeded her ; but Lady Har- 
riet burding into tean, turned from her, and could 
only fay, My brother— -O Lady Farnford, my 
brother. 

It was impo(&ble for Conftance to adminifler any 
comfort on fach an occafion ; ihe (lood in need of 
all confolation herfelf, and found it difficult even to 
intreat farther information. After a few minutes 
of the moft torturing fufpenfe. Lady Hiarnet, fup- 
preffing her tears^ told her that when ihe wea^ home, 

flxe 
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flie met a letter from Lord Calome, ' which he had 
written almoft in the agonies of death ; that he had 
been fhot by a muftet ball in the attempt to land ; 
and that he entertained no doubt of being dead be- 
fbit the news could reach £ngland« Lady Harriet 
could fay no more, excepting that Mr. Gaynham 
had taken the letter from her, and then her tears, 
drowned her rcnce. The fortitude of her auditor 
though TigOroufly exerted, was not equal to the 
blow ; ihe was filent, and dropped in a fainting fit 
into the nearefl chair. Happily at that inAant, Mr. 
Carewell came in, and finding common methods 
ineffe^hial to her recovery, he fent to Lord Farn- 
ford's furgeon, who was ftill in the houfe, and 
brought her to herfelf. 

- The firft ihock being over, Conflance became 
calm ; and, feeing that her companion was not to 
be foothed, fhe advifed her going home, hoping 
that Mr. Gaynham 's power over her was greater 
than her's. or Mr. Carwell's : with this, after feme 
folicitation, ihe complied, and Mr. Carwell went 
with her. 

This interval of folitude was beneficial to Con- 
fiance, who fat down wholly to refleft on this new 
calamity : her forrow was great in propordon to ^ 
her regard for the objcdl regretted, yet ihe could not 
4)ut own that to him death was an extenfion of meity. 
(Her contemplations were, foon diiturbed by the en- 
-crance of .the fui^eon, who came to inquire after 
her, and to tell her that the Earl's fever hawg 

abated 
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abated confiderably had left him perfectly fcnfib'r* 
———Then your hopes of him increafe, faid (he. 
—He fliook his head and replied that there was a 
poffibility but not a probability of his recovery, for 
that a mortification was every ^ hour expefted. — Is 

ke aware, (he aiked, of his danger? No, 

Madam, anfwered the gentleman, he does not feem 
to think himfelf fo bad as he is. — But you will not 
fuffer him to remain ignorant of it ? Conilance 
rejoined. — I do not know how to tell him of it, faid 
his furgeon, unlcfs he alked me my opinion*——* 
He muft be told of it, replied Conftancc ; it is very 
improper that he (hould coBtinue in this flate of 
mind ; — I' could not juftify it to myfelf, whatever 
may be the confequence of telling him of it : may I 
fee him ? 

She was anfwered that flie might, and ^therefore 
immediately went, with a determination to let him 
know at lead: /^^r fentiments.: he was calm and ra- 
tional, very much pleafed with her coming to him, 
find in lefs pain than before : flie fat down by kim 
and looked at him with the utmoft -pity ; . when, 
perceiving her eyes fill,, he took her hand and aiked 
bcr why fhc cried : — ^I am forry, faid (he, to fee 
you fo ill.— You arc by far too kind to me, he replied, 
do not afiti£^ yourfelf : I am better than I was laft 
night :— ^ey tell me I .muft have patience for three 
or four days, and I will have patience, fincc you 
are fo good and fo attentive to me. 

VOL. ir. G U 



It was no\v apparent that he hnd been flattered and 
l)Uoycd up with falfe hopes : to undeceive him w«s * 
very painful talk, but not to do it was cruel : he faid 
to her ; You think me worfe thafl I am : — I am un- 
doubtedly better than when you left m^ my pain 
18 lefs and my JFeveris lefs.— I hope you are bet- 
ter, anfwered his monitor : but it is good to be pre- 
pared. — Why ? he replied haftily, you do not think 
jne in any danger, do you ? — I am no judge, of 
3'our fituation, faid (lie, yet, till your wound heals 

favourably, I cannot think you fafc. 1 knewy^ 

rejoined he, that you thought me worfe than I am i 
—nobody elfe fays I am in danger :— you arc low 
fpirited and will make ine fo. — ^No, faid Conftancc, 
all I wifh is that y9u may be prepared for whatever 
may happen ; that can do no harm. — It can, he re» 
plied fiercely, for the idea of dying Would diftra^^ 
me : you would perfuade me I am in danger when I 
am not: they fay as foon as the inflammation ceaics 
I fhall-tnend very faft.-— Con dance's delign was to 
warn, not irritate him : and finding him in a difpo* 
Jition that might render any farther urgency in* 
jurious to his healthy flie left him. 

She went to Mr. Car we 11 and reported to him^ 
how ill ftie had profpercd : he commended her de- 
ftftlng, and adviflng her to renew the fubje£t at every 
viiit, and to forbid the attcodants' to exprefs hppca 
which they did not entertain : her troubles were now* 
fo great that company was no reftraint on her, and 
tikrbwing herfclf on a chair flic <:ried bitterly,-—^ 

All 



All licr endeavours to coafiBe her gifef lelel^ t» 
Lord Farnford were inefie6^ual» he who had long 
^oiTeffed her warmeft afie6tioti8 daimed a remem- 
brance, and though ihe liftened to Mr. Carwell't 
-iremonftrancesy and was convinced that k wm a roN> 
leafe which fhe ought not to lament, humanity was 
notimmediately to be conquered, nor could her for- 
CDw be condemned* 

Before dinner, Mr. Gaynham came to aik her 
^onfent to his keeping Lady Harnet at home tilt 
the next day, as her paf&ons were too much moved- 
to leave her the command of herfelf* Conftani^e 
readily acquiefced, and then mentioned Lord Ca^ 
lorne's death to Mr. Gaynham, begging to fee bit 
letter : though £hc affured him he might fafely 
fhew it her ; he for fome time declined it, till fhe 
wholly and firmly reminded him, that, as being ao« 
quainted with the contents, nothing in it codM 
ihock her : he then gave it her, ftanding by hetv 
ready to ftiatch it out of her hand if he difcoveredl 
any alteration in her couatenance, but her fortitude . 
proved fufBcient, and ihe read, with no other ill 
confequence than za increafe of her tears, Che fol» 
lowing words: ' 

1 
* Dear Harriet, 

' Rejoice in the thought that befori 

* this reaches you, your wretched brother b at eaie 1 

* I own myfcl:f weak and rafli^I could not bear up 

G a 'under 
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' under fuch accumulated misfortunes.— I fought 

* death and a friendly muiket baU brought it to me. 

* an incffe6bual oppofition was made to our landing-, 
^ I faw the man before me drop : never before did 

* 1 feel envy ; I moved his bleeding body from 
''.it's fortunate poir, and taking it, was fucceiF- 
^ ful. 

* I have lingered an age with a ilowly confum- 

* mg fever ; but to-day all chance of my recovery 
^ is removed : my wound is not important, it is a 
'* mental diforder I die of. There is but one thing 

* I wifhin this world — could I fee my Conftancega 

* before me, and then could I (ke her enter Hea- 

* ven, for thithef her pure fpirit will fly. 

* The governor knows 'my deGce to be buded 

* in my native country : his cruel kindnefs, huma- 

* nity, and attention have prolonged -my life, and, 

* had I unfortunately recovered, it would have been 

* owing, to his care ; he has promifed I (hall| if poiH- 

* blc be fcnt home. 

* If yon love me, and I am fare you do, you , 
' will not lament my death, I am happy in the prof- 

' peA of it : break it to her gently, and — but py- 

^ haps flie may long before this have been releafed. 

^ I die in charity. I forgive even my greateft 

' enemy ; may he repent ! By fome means or other 

let my father know for I am'uDable to write any 



more. 



^ Calorne/ 



From 
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from a fccond reading of the letter Conftancc 
fnight not have come off triumphant ; Mr. Gayri- 
ham therefore took it from her, and, (he, lifting up 
her hands and eyes, faid only,— Might 1 follow 
him ? he is happy. ^Heis, replied his brother- 
in-law, you muft reflect on that, and Mr. Carwell 
will encourage you. Harriet is quite over pow« 
cred ; her feiilibility is great, and hrt paflions at 
firft violent : I hope, however, in a fhort time 
reafon will get the better ; isdl I can fay is lod on 
her^ {he muft be fufFered to indulge her grief, and 
then I hope Ihe will be calm. ' He then told 
Conftancc he was going to attempt feeing Lord Or- 
mington, in order that he might fhew him Lord 
Calorne's letter, after which he thought it proba- 
ble his refentnient would coo(, and he might dc« 
plorc the cataftrophc of his own plot. 

Till the evening, Lord Farnford continued quiet, 
and then his fever and delirium returned : he feveraf 
times -alarmed thofe about him by his frenzy, and, 
the feeing him in fuch a ftate was too much for 
Comftance, ihe forbore vifiting him till he ihoukl 
ag^n be feniible. 
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COMPITNCTION^ 

t 

T^O ray of reafon appeared in Lord Farnfbrd's' 
mind till the next morning* At eight o'clock 
fhe went| at his requefl, to him, and (he defigned 
to irpprove thb opportunity of convincing him,. 
Ids fecurity was imaginary : he feveral times alked 
her why Jbe particularly was fo apprehenfive for 
him, and told her ihe was caufclefsly titnid. 'With 
all poflible care not to dcprefs his fpirits, fhe ftated 
to him, that recovery from ficknefs was at all 
times precarious, as a thgufand unforefeen changes 
might happen, and how dreadful a difcovery that 
we had deceived ourfelves by nourifhing falfe hopes 

inuft be. He heard her patiently, and then re* 

plied, that he had no idea of his fituation being 
very alarming ; but that fhe might be perfe6Uy 
cafy, for he had fettled all his affairs before he 
fought.1 — —But, faid Conftance, furprized at hii^ 
jhinking he had nothing more to do, there arc other 

thing* 



itingis to l>c attended to — religion : She wa« 

going undifguifedly to lay before him the imminent 
peril he was in, when he (lopped her by anfwering, 
**— My dear Lady Farriford, your notions and mine 
are very different r we have been very differently 
brought up: your head has been filled with a 
thoufand idle fancies, which have contributed to 
make both you and me uneafy : you had at one 
time nearly, infc<5led me with them, but I have 
eicaped vulgar prejudices, and will always exercife 
the privilege of. thinking for my f.lf, 

Conft^ncey thunderftruck at fuch an avowal of 
infidelity ,^ knew not what to reply ; but this trou- 
ble his Lordfliip fpared her by defiring he might 
not be teamed with ledlures : he faid people '^who 
thought as fhe did, were perpetually miferable, 
either regretting the paft, or dreading the future, 
that it was this which made her unhappy, and' 
fuch fhackles would keep her fo. 

The horror which this difcovery of his princi- 
ples raifed in Conftance, incapacitated her from 
purfuing her intention ; and, as he feemed rather 
iifpleafed with her, (he quitted him. She fawboth 
his phylician and furgeon, and flri6ily enjoined 
them not only to forbear * faying any thing that 
might deceive their patient, but to tell him unre- 
fervedly their opinion : they promifed to do fo, 
and i^ie refolved, at the very firfl opportunity after- 
wards, to mention Mr. Carwell, 

G 4 .A mclTagc 
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A mefTage from Burlington^ftrcct iufbrmed her 
that her two friends could not be with her till the 
evening, in confequcnce of which, when Mra. 
Stavenell and Lady Emma called at noon ; Cob^ 
ftance invited them to dine with" hec. Hearing that 
(lie would have no other company than Mr. Carwell, 
who was a ftrangcr to them, they agreed to ftay, 
and Conftance took the liberty of prohibiting their 
encouraging Lord Farnford in his error : his fitter 
ex:ited Mr, Carweirs contempt^ by faying fhc 
thought it would be very fooliih to do any thing to 
lower a fick perfon's ijpirits ; but on an intimation 
that none fo much his enemies would be allowed to 
lee him, flie replied, that fhe fhould only <:all on 
him to aik him how he did, and to let him fee ihe 
did not forget him. 

Her Ladyfhip's aflbdiion for her brother bore ne 
fimilijtude to that of Lady Harriet Gaynham for 
Lord Calorne, which flie demonft rated by faying 
to Mrs. Stavenell, that, as Lord Farnford conti- 
nued much as he had been, flae fliould return home 
early and drefs for the party flie was engaged to. On 
this account, the ladies retired before feven, when 
finding on inquiry that his Lordfliip was inclined 
to flumber, and Mr. Carwell being dbliged to go 
out, Conftance yielded to her extreme wcarinefs^ 
and laid down on^hcr bed, where flie flept more than 
an hour, and on* waking, faw Lady Harriet fitting 
by her. 

She chid her, for fuffering her to fleep after fhe 

came 



came in, and yr2& pleafed to fee her lefs dejected 
than fhe imagiLcd (he would be : they went down 
flairs, and found Mr. Gaynham, who, as foon aa 
Conflance appeared, alked her if hb wife had told 
her. ■ No, replied Lady Harriet, you mufl^- 

for my heart beats fo^ I cannot fpeak twenty words* 
•^Then fit down. Lady Farnford, faid he, and 
prepare yourfelf to be aftonillied : I hare a requeft 
to make to you from a ftranger : In fhort, for I 
cannot preface what 1 have to fay : Lord Orming-- 
ton begs to fee you. / 

, Afloniflung this was truly, and not a word could 
Cosilance for ibme minutes utter : at length fhe 
tieflred an explanation, and learnt thefe particu« 
lars : that Mr. Gaynham, failing of getting accefs 
to Lord Ormingtdn, had called on Mi& Greyburne^^ 
and communicated Ae lafl tidings^ of Lord Calornc ; 
that, foon after, Lord Ormington, ]\ad fent to 
Burlingtoon-Areet, xleiiring to have the perufal of 
the letter,, which Mri. Gaynham^ not chuiing to 
ezpofe his wife to a repulfe, had him(elf carried^ 
and for the firfl time fince his marriage had been ad-* 
mitted to his father-in-law, who was confined to hia 
bed by a very fevpre fit of the gout, and on whom 
Liord Calorne's death had had a proper effe6fc; 
' Poor Lady Harriet could not bear the recital, 
^nd therefore left, the room. Mr. Gaynham now 
without reftraint, informed Conftahceof what had 
occurred in this interview., and with gieat fatisfac*- 
^oli (he heard, that the family breach was healed ; 

G 5 and 
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and Lady ttarrict forgiven* .Lord Ormmgtoiv 
when his heart was once foftened, was eafxly con- 
vinced of bis cruelty to his fon and daughter f 
and, willing to acknowledge it, he was very eamcft 
to fee her, whom he as fincercly wiihed had been^ 
aahe was once, firmly refolved fhouid not be Lord 
Calorne's wife. She had no objedion to comply* 
ing with his wilh, but begged it might be poftponed 
till Lord Famford's fate was determined, and her 
anxiety thereby leflened. Lady Harriet* was thea 
called in, and it gave her hufband'and her friend 
great pleafure to perceive that this happy event 
was, in a degree, a counterbakmce of her affic-« 
tion. 

Lord Farnf(M'd fent lor Cotiilance about tea 
oVlock, and then appeared worfe than ever : her 
orders had been obeyed, and he was ezcefiively 
dejc(^ed : he could only fay feebly,— I am indeed 
yery bad : yon are all I regret leaving, and then 
liis xecolle£don forfook him« She ftood by hiniy 
weeping ; but finding he was not confcious of her 
being there, ihe went away, deiiring to be fent for 
as foon as he knew any body, 

Mr. Canvtll was now at home, and (ht told hina 
Lord Farnford was at laft perfuadedof his danger t 
wifhing to improve the favourable turn, flic lent 
to inquire how he was, but receivings fw aniWer, 
tW he was inclined to fleep, flie would not. diilurb 
Um^ and therefore waitedr 

Hit 
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He ilept near two hours ; and, immediately on 
his waking, called for Lady Farnford : colledUng 
all her fortitude and prefence of miiid, ihe returned 
to him with his roeflenger, and difmifled the at- 
tendants that ihe might fpeak more freely : he was 
in an agony not to be defcribed, and fcarcely. to be 
born, with the retention of^ hb fenfes : as iboo as 
Hie was within his reach, he caught hold on her 
cloaths, to malce her fit down by him, but his 
efforts to fpeak, were for an interval ineffectual. Con- 
ilance was terrified aikl would have rifen, had he 
not prevented her, and regaining the ufe of his 
tongue, begged her not- to go^— I am glad to fee 
you, faidhe; L hav^ been in hell fince you were 
here: they tell me I have be^9 aileep: it is im- 
poffible, I- could not deep in fuch torments : there € 
was down,: down,- down, as low as I could be, and 
jouiwere above : you would noC^ look at- me :' why 
would you not ? perhaps it might bea-dreamy and 
yet I cannot forget it. I feel the heat Hill* Oh 
what third and pain! and I was told I mufl be 
.there, and you fent me : how could you be fo cruel :• 
it certainly was* a dream, and yet I would do any 
thing to avoid fuch another.- Lady Farnford, you 
{aid very truly that I was in danger.* lam very 
bad indeed: I feel as if I could not lad long? 
well, all will be over : I wiih it was : but what do 
I fear ? I can have no more fuch dreams* Oh you 
cannot conceive half the horror of the place! it 

&6 was 
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was light, and yet it was dark and black : every 
thing locked on fire ; and fuch groans ! I faw many 
that I knew : they could not bear it : and you 
feemed-fo happy and fo unconcerned for me. I 
could fee too, who was with you : I called to you 
and to him, but you would not hear. I flruggled 
to get Iqofe, for nothing held me, but I could not. 
Do not let me go to fleep again. Tell me it was 
a dream, and comfort me. 

This was the juncture for Conftance to begin on 
her ftupendous work, and (he fhook with dread and 
horror : fhe paufed, to give her intellects time to 
rally, and then firmly told his Lordiliip what he 
had feen was no dream, but a revelation of the fu- 
ture, And a warning of the confequence of impe- 
nitent death : if you \70uld avoid fuffering, faid file, 
beyond what your imagination has yet reprefented 
ta you, you mud repent of your fins, for believe 
me it is highly necelfary to make tlie beft ufe of 

your jime.**;^ Repent ? cried he, how am I te 

repent ? — I repent that I have made you unhappy, 
l)ecaufe from my foul I lote you. I fliall not die. 
I will not leave you ; nothing ihall tear hie from 
you : — yet they all fay now I (hall not recover :— « 
why did they not tell me fo at firft :— they have de- 
ceived me, and you are my only friend ; for I am 
going apace : do you. really think me in great dan- 
ger ? 

You are undQubtedly, anfwered Conftance, 
wble the tears gulhed in torrents from her eyes, 

very 
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Tcry dangeroufly ill :— you muft improve crcry 
moment chat you are fpared, and may God continue 
to you the power of refledion and give you ability 
to repent.— -I deferve punifliment, faid Lord 
Famford with a profound (igh, even fuch as I felt ; 
I have been very wicked ; but if there is a poffibi- 
lity of my efcaping that horrid place, O, if you 
have any compaffion, fliew it me. I acknowledge 
the jujdice of fuch punifhment, for if there can 
have been a witnefs of ray ai^ions, if my fins are 
recorded, as they told me they were, why fhould 
■ I not foffcr for them ? what claim have I to cy* 
emptioh ? but I cannot bear fuch thoughts 
there is a light breaking in on me ; but it didratSts 
me. 

To cbear Lord Farnford without injudicioufly en- 
couraging him, to warn him without deprefling. him, 
and to keep alive a fenfe in him which was agonizing, 
was a truly difficult talk, and more than Confiance 
imagined herfelf €qual td, fhe faid what (he thought 
beft calculated to prepare him for the introdudion 
of Mr. Carwell, and was rejoiced when fhe per- 
ceived that at hearing of righteoufnefe, temperancer 
and juJgment to come he trembled ; all her elow 
qucnce was exerted in reprefentationand pcrfuafion; 
ihe repeated her aifurance of foigivenefs of all that 
related to herfelf, and, kneeling by him, ih^ im* 
plored that of the Supreme Power for him. 

Animated by the hope of fuccefs, and flattered 
by his attention, his confeffion that his pafi life had 

been 
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been criminal, and by otbcr tnarks of contrition, 
ihe now declared herfelf incompetent to difcbarge 
thd wbole of the undertaking, and mentioned Mr. 
Canvell : his Lordfhip did not at firft feem to relifli 
being 4;augbt by any but herfelfi till (he pleaded- 
wearinefs and urged the abfolute necefSty of im- 

, proving every moment while he had his recollec-- 
Hon : he then yielded, on condition that die would 
not leave the room, and ihe fent for her co*adju* 
tor. 

Lord Farnford had that grand bafis of reforma* 
^on, gocd.fenfe: he was not naturally vicious, 
but had been mifguidedin his^ purfuit of pleafure, 
and, this being the firfl illnefs he had ever known, 
he had had no more opportunity than inclination for 

. fcfledtion : his life had been one continued'r6und of 
licentious indulgence, becaufe no taftc had been sl* 
wakened in him for innocent amufements; and he had-- 
embarked in the whirlpool of vice without touching 
on the coaft of experience : his fpirit was now tamcd^ 
and an hour's coaverfationwith Mr.- Carwell, whom- 
he treated with refpeft and feemed to hear with atten- 
tion, did much towards bringing his mind to a right 
temper : he was afterwards fo exhaufled as to make- 
it proper to leave him, to which he very unwillingly 
confented, fearful that he fhould have another ha«^- 
ted dream ; but on a promifc that, if he did not- 
appear to deep eafy, he fhould be waked, and that' 
any fummons from him fhould be inQantly obeyed,. 
he faid he was fatisfied. 

, Lady 
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Lady Harriet had gone to bed fome time before ; 
but neither Condance nor Mr. Carwetl haying the 
leaft deftfe to deep, they agreed to fit up and wait 
ft meiTage.from the Earl. About' fix in the morn*- 
kig he fent for his wife only, who on. feeing hint,^ 
and hearing he had ^pt quietly, began to hope 
that, if there was any change, it was for the bet- 
ter : this,^ however, (he kept to herfelf left he 
fiiould relapfe into indifference : he was perfectly 
ienfible and calm, and had evidently encouraged a 
difpofition to think : he talked to Conflanc« in a 
moft affeiflionate niaaner, expreffed the deepef^ re- 
morfe for what he had made her fuffer, and, not 
knowing of the letter Lord Calorne had written, 
told her he freely confented to her marrying in as 
Ihort a {pace of time after fhe became a widow, as Ihe 
€hofe« 

This was not a topic on which Conilance could 
converfe ; Ihe cried, and informed Lord Farnford 
of the confequences of his compulfion of her : he 
feeraed ft ruck with terror at hearing of it, he ex* 
claimedj-^What ?^ have I murder to anfwcrfor ;— 
I have been a greater villain than I thoughts— O 
you know not half ray fins, nor do I know them ; 
there is one : but I cannot tell it you : and ytt you 
muft be told of it, you will be ftiockdd, and I can- 
not bear to fee you affli6ted : my Conftance, when 
you hear it after my death, you will ftand by my 
grave «xd curfe me ; yes, you ihall know it, for 

per-* 
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perhaps you 'will, out of pity, fay you pardon' itr 
Send Mr. Carwell to me, and do you go to bed, 
for you look fadly fatigued : you are too kind to 
me : I think I feel eafier ; but I will not hope : 'ti» 
only your being with roe : let Mr. Carwell come. 
I will fend for you, my love, when I want to fee 
you. 

She was fatisfied that Lord Famford was better, 
and principally apprehenfive that hit contrition 
would end with Kis danger, and that 

** ■■ ■ " eafe would recant 
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ihe begged Mr. Carwell to be cautious of owning 
his fentiments of his health, if they concurred witlf 
her*s : he went, and this time Ihe thought would be 
moft beneficially employed in endeavours to recruit 
her flagging flrength by repofe ; fhe therefore threw 
herfelf, d re (led as fhe was, on the bed, and, her 
mind being rather eafier than it had been for fomc 
hours, flic fell profoundly afleep, and awoke re* 
covered. Mr. Carwell was flill with Lord Fan!- 
ford, from which fhe augured good ; and, as foon 
as Lady Harriet was flirring, flie communicated to 
her the hope fhe entertained. 
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A K O V B L« t6x 



CHAP.. XIX, 



KEPREHENSZON* 

TH E arrival of Lord Farnfor^'s medical at^ 
tendanis obliged Mr. Carw'ell to retire, and 
he then came to Conftance who was with4icr twa 
friends, he a&ed to fpeak with her in priyate, 
\v'hich (he readily granted, and learnt from him that 
his labour proinifed the wifhed-for fuccefs, he faid 
he had never feen an inftance where a fine under- 
itanding and good difpofitions had been fb clouded 
and perverted, nor had he ever known reafon more 
eafily refume her fun£)ion, than now that all prof- 
pc6l of accuftomed .pleafures was cut off v he obfer- 
ved that Lord Farnford's continuance in a courfe 
of vice was in a great meafure owing to the warmth 
of his temper, and to his never having been obliged 
to think ;. and he undertook for him that^ 0iould 

he 
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he recover and happily retain the fentiments witb 
which he was newly infpire'dr the remainder of his 
life would be exemplary ; a condderation which he 
rcmiadcd Conftancc muft tomfort her under her 
misfortunes, (ince they had Contributed to the fal- 
vation of a fellow-being. 

In this ihe acquiefced, and hoped (he (hould be 
enabled to bear her lot without " repining : flie in* 
quired of Mr. Carwcll how Lord Farnford appeared 
to be, and heard her opinion that he was mendincr 
corroborated. When his phyfician came out of 
hisroom, and ihe met him, he^^told her his Lord- 
fllip was confiderably better,, and that, as th& alarms 
ing fymptoms were nearly removed, he entertained 
v^ry little donbt of restoration^ • 

Now would probably be the teft of the Earl's 
fincerity'^'whe&the fsar o$ death was taken away,, 
the (Simulative to repentance was gone ; and welf 
knowing how fmall a fpark of hope his imagina- 
tion could kindle into a blaze, Conftance was feri' 
ouily apprehcnfiv'e that his yet impreilible heart 
would again become callous, and that her endeavouR 
would be fruflrated* 

To guard as muchr as podibte againft this dan« 
ger, file told his phyfician the great need there 
was pf circumfpe^on, and kow much more pru« 
dent it would be, though it appeared cruel, to 
keep Lord Farnford ignorant of his amendment 
than to rifqUe extinguifhing a light which might 

- never 
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Kcver agmn dawn r the prc^riety of this wascvidenty 
and fhc obtained apromife that both her orders and 
feer wifhes (hould be complied with. 

Aft6r his fide was dreffed he (lept,- and in thatt 
time Mrs. Stavenell called. Gonttance was very- 
glad to have a reafon for dilTuading her from feeing 
him, as flie had received too many proofs of her 
aunt's want of judgment to be fatisfied, (lie would 
not defeat the united efforts of his ifriends by ex- 
preffing hcrfenfc of his fituation-: 4he told Mrs^ 
Stavenell that whatever alteration wae obferved, 
Was rather favourable, but that much depended 
on his being kept cfinet. 

He (fid not once in the remainder of the day 
alk for Conftance, but would hardly allow Mr* 
CarweU to leave him: about ten o'clock in the even* 
ing, Ihe went, to bid him adieu for the nig-ht, and 
afterwards hear from Mr. Canvell what had beear 
the fubje^ts of converfation between them*' Lord 
Farnferd's natur^ temper was now their chief r6- 
Uance, and it afforded her infinite fatisfadlion whem 
her zealous afiiflant declared as his opinion, that 
1. prolpaft of recovery would a6t as an encourage* 
ment on his difciplc's mind: very happy in th^ 
opportunity of contributing to his eafc, if it might 
fafely be done, (he tru ftcd Mr, Carwell's fagacity,, 
and undertook' to let. his Lordfiiip know in the 
morning, herfelf, ^at their hopes increafed. 

They were only the general heads of what had' 
paCTed that Conftancc was informed of; ihe was not 

inquifitive^ 
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^uifldve) and Mr. Carwell was difcreet ~: he told( 
bcr» that Lord Farnford had made a recital of the 
priQcip.d occurrences of his life,^ had penaitted him 
to cenfure them, and exprefled a flrong defire to 
atone for his fins in the bed manner he was able : 
he faid he found the crithe which, next to his con* 
dii6t to Lady Farnford, lay mod heavily on his 
confcience, refpedked a lady for whom he feemed 
to entertain a very great afietSlion ; he had defcribed 
her as, till his acquaintance with her, the image of 
fpotlefs purity ; he had acknowledged many aggra- 
rations of his cruelty to her : and, above all, con- 
demned bimfclf becaufe he had taken advantage of 
her love for him, and of her dependance on his 
family : to this lady he faid his wife had been ex- 
tremely kind, and it was not difficult to conclude^ 
that it was Charlotte Lyfcot : but what inference 
to draw from a wifh he had mentioned to fee her, 
Condance knew not ; and dill more difconcerted 
was (he, when Mr. Carwell added that if it were 
poffible, it would be right to indulge him. — Do 
you jthink fo ? faid Condance t furely if he is fin- 
cere in his repentance, this can do no gx)od : ihe is 
* placed as a boarder in a convert; and though, 
jvithout regard tt> myfelf, I would , do whatever 
would prodpceany real benefit to my Lord or to her, 
I mud own, that, in my opinion, it would be highly 
improper to bring her again to England, and to 
rifque the re-kindling an ade^on hardly extin£k, 
• \ when 
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wLen I am an irremoveable obflacle to its julliiiable 
gratification. 

Would you honour me fo far, replied Mr. Car- 
well, as to truft me that I will do nothing that can 
be attended with bad confequences ? I know my 
faggcftion wears an odd appearance ; but I will 
confefs to you, that there is a circumftance, which I 
cannot prevail on Lord Farnford to acquaint you 
with, which would perfectly fatisfy you of the 
expediency of fending immediately for this lady i 
from his Lordfliip^s prefent ftatc, I judge, that the 
reftoration of his health will foon ceafe to be doubt- 
ful ; and, if it were not prefumption to afk fo im- 
plicit a confidence, I would beg to know where 
Mifs Ly foot's friends are to be found, and your 
advice as to the moft eligible mode of fending for 
her. 

Certainly, rejoined Conftance, you are either 
very ill • informed as to the fpccies of attachment 
between my Lord and Mifs Lyfcot, or you are a 
firangcr to my temper. Can you fuppofe his w//> 
would be inftru mental in his renewing a conne^^on 
with her, who, if one were inclined to fpeak 
harlhly, might be fligmatized by the appellation of 
his miflrefs f till I am convinced of the .utility of 
the meafure, indeed Mr. Carwell, you muft excufe 
my obftinacy. Perhaps you arc employed' ro try 
mex if you are, .tell Lord Farnford I will, as long 
as I live, do my duty towards him, and I ihall 
expe£t he performs bis engagement to me ; he has 

vowed 
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vowed to forfake all other women, and, after what 
lie has made me foffer, the leaft I can demand is hk 
undivided affe£lion. 

I commend yoWr Spirit and your temper, an- 
fwered Mr* CarweU, but I am not at liberty to 
explain myfelf any farther. I will try tp-morrow 
if I can perfuade Lrord Farnford, and can now on{y 
beg that you will fvfpend any unfavourable judg- 
ment of what I have faid, till you hear farther.—* 
She promifed to do fb, they parted, and ihe could 
not go to bed without a&ing Lady Harriet's opi- 
nion of this ftrange propoiition : neither of them 
could reconcile it to reafon, nor after much deii* 
beradon, underhand it. 

Lord Ormington had engaged his daughter, and 
Mr. Gaynham, to fpend the next day with him.; 
they therefore left Conftance immediately after 
breakfaft, when Oie went to Lord Jarnford, and 
^ found him better than he had yet been: he wai^ 
aware that his danger was leflcned ; but fcemed very 
liappy to have it conivmed by his wife, to whom* 
he (hewed himfelf more rationally and more ten* 
derly attached than ever. He repeated fio her 
part of what paiTed with Mr. Cai^well, thanked* 
^eribr the feafonable relief (be hadprocttred him^ 
pronufed that his future life '(hould be an atone^ 
ment for his former tranfgreifions ; and intimatoA 
^an mtention of providing for Mr. Carwell in fuck* 
away asifaouldmake him one of hi$hoU(hald« 
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In order to learn from him what this one circun^r 
fbance was, which lie /could not be perfuaded to re* 
veal, flic endeavoured, by affuring him of her dif- 
pofition towards promoting his happinefs, to in- 
ipire him mth confidence in her ; but it had 
not the effe6t fhc .dcfired : he was very grato 
ftil, very penitent, and very afFe£lionate ; but the 
grand fecret was not developed, nor could fhe fiad 
out whether it was fuch as' w^anttd her curio- 
iity. 

He was now pronounceij, by all who attended 
liim, out of 'danger^ unlcfs his fever returned^ 
which it did not during the whole erf that day : he 
iat up a little in the forenoon^, faw Conftance fre- 
quently; conycrfed with her on the fubjedt of their 
formal marriage, which his ilinefs had poftponed.; 
ajid rendered her fitiaation rather uneaiy, by ob- 
liging her, left (lie fhoulddifturb him, « to conceal 
that it was, notwithftanding all her endeavours^ 
againfi hex inpJmation that fhe became £aally his 
wife;. • 

6he dinoS with Mr* Carwell, whofe countenance 
<did not pleafe her; he looked more than commonly 
grave and thoughtful, and (he began to fear he was 
fcfs fanguine in his eype^fetionsrefpe^ting Lord 
Farnford than he had been : ihe queftionfld him on 
this head, but receiving no other anfwer than that, 
till all poffible reparation w^ made, repentance wa» 
incomplete, ihe defified ; he went at fix in the 
3 . " creniaj; 
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evening, by hu own requeft, to vifit the carl, and 
liad been with him niore than ^wo hours when ihe 
was (cnt for* 

Though (he conje^hired (he was catted to hear 
fomething of which (he was before ignorant, and, 
from the preceding circumilances, that it was d 
importance to her, no preparation was to be made 
to receive whatever it might be wiA fortitude, bc- 
caufe (he knew not whence the blow would come, 
nor whither it would reach ; (he could fuppofe onlyi 
that as had generally been her misfortune, it was a 
revelation that would give her pain ; and, by refled- 
ing that (he had already lodt all that was dear to her, 
tried to arm herfelf agaiod new calamity. 

Mr. Carwen drew a chair for, her by the carl** 

« 

bediide, and retired %o a fraall diilance behind her, 

remaining iilent : (he afked Lord Farnfbrd how he 

found himfelf, but he made no other reply than 

fixing his eyes on her, and grafping her hand« Her 

fears now rofc, and (he earneftly inquired whether ' 

he was worfe than when (he faw him lafl : he then« 

after fomc commotion, anfwcfed— " No !— I am 

•* better : I fee the necellity of- it, .And will endure 

** the torture : it b a penance proportioned to my 

** fins 5 but furely it is very hard to bear. - My 

>* dear Conftance, you cannot conceive what I 

'•• fuffer, for you cannot conceive how I lo;rc you ; 

^* but we muftpart I" 

It was impoffible for Conftance to aik what he 
meant •$ (he was (Iruck dumb by his lafl^ords ; till 

rccol- 
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recoUe^tixig herfei^ and apprehcnfive that this was a 
return of his delirium^ her afh)niihment fubfided* and 
fhe deiired him not to torment himfelf but to endea* 
Tourto reft, for fhe would not leave him : he fhook 
his head, tc^ her that (he was, miftaken, that he 
.could fay no more to her then, but would fend for 
her another time, and tell her how very ill he had 
ufed her : his emotion, was too perceptible to be 
fafely increafed by folicitation, or foothed by any 
thing (he could urge, and fhe quitted him without 
^haying received the fatisfadtion ihe had expej^ed, 
and more puzzled than ever* 

Mr. Graynham called, in his way home from 
LordOrmington's, to leave his wife with Conibncei 
and (he inquired what they thought' of thefe royfb- 
xious words. The conflrudtion Lady Harriet put 
on them was, that Lord Farnford's fpirits being low 
he was fearful he fhould not recover ; but Mr* 
Gaynham, from the account of his contrition, ra« 
ther inclined to believe he would puniili himfelf for 
his compulfion of her, by living in a flate of fepa^ 
ration from het. 

• This was a degree of heroic virtue, to which it 
was not eafy to credit his lordihip's^ having yet 
reached, however fincere his repentance might be : 
but, as it was not abfolutely impoilible, (he would 
not wholly rejed the idea, which it was apparent 
gave Lady Harriet great pleafure : nothing could 
recoaciie her to the man who had fo fupplanted her 
bel«ved brother, and| as foon as Mr* Gaynham 
. YOLfIV# ^H was 



was gone, her iraaginatioo was At work thinking hov 

0>nflaiice iliouid be difpofed of» if Lord Farnford 

did, to the extent of his power, renounce her: 

ibe infifted on her livbg with her,- and was projed« 

bkg many fchemes, when her friend flopped her by 

i3q>lying, that, Lord Farnford's refolving to do 

iOf and offering it, was as much as could be re- 

<quired of him ; that, fliould he |»opofe it, (be, as 

was her duty, would difluade him from it ; and uih 

Ms file was conrinced it was neceflaiy to his peace 

of mind, file would^not confent to it : ihe faid, tkat 

as his wife it was incumbent on her to live withhiDi 

«ad that as one who fincerely wiflied and would 

ppomocie his welfare, (he muft not deprive him of 

what nught perhaps be an encouragement to his pe^ 

levering ia the courfe he had refolved on ; and that^ 

. though were ihe to haVe her choice fhjc mufb prefer 

A retirement.from him ; but as, it was unjuil that be 

fiiould be punifhed for his repentance^ ihe woulfi by 

every means ibive to convinbe him, that a life of 

virtue was the> only lifeof happinefs* 

Lady Harriet was juft difappointed in i&er newly 
formed hopes, when Mr, Carwell came in to Cup- 
per i he was flill veryithoughtfttl, and rather coo^ 
firmed Mr. Gaynham*s fuppoEtion, by commeoit 
ing Lord Farnfoird's temper of mind, and teOiog 
Conftance he had engaged that ibe fhould be witk 
hin> as fdon as he rofe the next foreiioon, when he 
liad promifed to explain what he had laid iaths 

#venmg» 

Ifef 
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Her eadeayoun to fleep wen aU nigkt intOs&val : 
the word* we mufifart made an imprdCoQ on her 
which aoduag could effi^c, and occupied her 
thought* much more than her reafoa warranted : 
«je coofidered that chej riiij^ht he fp<Aen m a ft 
•f dejeakm, or in a momentary xiclirium, and the 
iBcecffity appeared fo her too improbable to entitle 
them to her atteatioa ; bat neverthclefs Ihe could 
wt forget them ; eveiy time (he clofed her eyes file 
ftartcd at the fancied reiteration ofthcm, and chid- 
,u^ herfelf for foHy did not prevent her again 
?>cing as foolifli as hefore. 

About an hour before the time Lady Harriet uftial- 
4y fet out to pay .her dinraal vifit to her family, Mr, 
Gaynham fent for her to meet him at Lord Ormbg- 
ton's^ and foon afterwards Mrs. StaTcncU ai^d Lady 
Emma came ; a meflage was fent to Lord Farnford^ 
defiling to know if they might fee him, to which 
liis anfwerwas, that he had flept well and was coa» 
fiderably better, but that he faw no company ; a 
TC|^y which aftonifhed Confbinc^ as much as it dif- 
pleaf^ his ^ftcr, who with a. degi^ of refentment 
which ihe was. nor at aQ fludious to difguife^ faidi 
iigmfica&tty taMn. StaTegel]; th^t flie hadguelTed 
•dm would foon be the cafe, but that ihevrould find 
% way to be revenged on thoib who had fet her bio» 
theragainll her, 

' This 4^i^9d Conflanae*^: wdigafttionx a$ it was 
HMdomftnedV levelled at htc ;j btii: Iff ihe wou^ not 
oialicbuft hMfya^ tH a4ili]»»2e, of .I^^omt 

H X ing 
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ing herfelf off her guard, ihe mildly a&fwered, 
that it was the hdght of injtifiice to ibppofe Lord 
Famford prepoflefled agsunft her» and that from her 
heart ihe believed he only declined her rifit becaufe 
lie found his fpirits too weak for coDTerfatiQn ; but 
that, rather than Lady Emma jQiould be uneafy and 
fuipeA her, flie would go to him and learn his lea- 
ion for what 16 offended her. Mrs* Stavenell faid 
Ais was unnecefiuy, for that he had a right to 
lefiife them ; but Lady Emma appearing much 
diifiidsfied, Conftance ient a ferrant up to aik if ihe 
night ipeak with Lord Famfbrd, and her requeit 
bdng immediately granted, ihe left the ladies and 
went, as ihe did not doubt, to hear that the com<« 
pany of thofe whom he was not frequently uied to 
fee wa» more than, fo early in his conTalefcent 
ftate, he could bear. 

He was up, and though there was a great degree 
hi melancholy in his countenance, returning health 
was rifible : he extended his hand to his wife, and 
kindly inquired her bufineis with him, which when 
he had heard, and ihe had told him how it affedted 
Lady Emma, he thus repfied— '* Tell Mrs. Stave- 
** nell I am much obliged to her attention, but tbat^ 
^ as my eyes sure opened, I cannot exclude the con- 
^ Ti^lionthat itis to her want of judgment I owe a 
"^ great part of my prefent mifery ; ihe is thciefoit 
** mors abfurd thab ever if flie fuppofes I can wiih 
** to fee her: and tell Lady Emma, that I advife her 
^ if ibs would eftapebcMiid dreams and the torment 

•• I haTC 
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*^ I have enduredf to think of the folly of her life, 
**• for in that dreadful place I am fure I faw herr 
^^ Bid her refled, and you may add that the greateil 
*' bleiling I can. wifh her is a fick bed," 
Such a flaming fword it was impoffible for Conflance 
to carry without lighting up a tremendous blaze, 
and fhe now heartily repented having undertaken 
the embafly : fhe told the earl fhe could not repeat 
what he had faid. and begged to have a more pacific 
meflage, but he would not even qualify it. Not 
knowing what excufe to find that had a fhadow 
of truth, ihe could only refolve not to be the he- 
rald of war, when Lord Farnford perceiving he. 
difbrefled her, bid her fby with him, and fent a 
fervant, who waited in an outward room, to Mrs. 
Stavenell and his £fter, defiring them to come 

up. 

She would fain have retired from this which muft 

be a difagreeable rencontre, and (he entreated him 
to permit it.-^— No, he replied, you-muii not; 
you will-oblige me much by flaying, and no harm 
fball enfue to you. I have been lulled adeep m/« 
felf, and am too well aware of the danger I have 
efcaped, to fufier others to continue unwarned in 
the fame path. 

The ladies prefently entered, and Lord Famfordl 
apologized ceremoniouily for -the trouble he had 
given them, by faying he underflood they wifhed 
to be informed why he had declined feeing them* 
-rThey laid they did ; and addrefling himfelf fitit 

H 3 to 



174 CONS TAKCE: 

to Mrs. StaTenelly lie, while be acknowledged the 
many obligations (he had conferred on him, bit- 
terly reproached her for her criminal indulgence 
ot him while he was under her care : he accufed 
her of having foftered erery vice rfiat Iprang up 
in his boibm, of having encouraged and abetted 
pmje^ts that ihe ought to have cotmteraded, and 
concluded by faying, that be muft be more com- 
pletely bfittded than he kad ever yet been, if he 
did not fte that (he was equally the raufe of fais 
Aifferings and of Mifs Fitzarthtir*8. 

Mrs. Stavcnell how rofe to depart ; her t'oimtc- 
nance plainly indicatbg (he was amfify fatisfied ; 
and Lady Emma would have followed her, but her 
brother detained her; and after having feverely 
condemned her »nj\ift fufpicion of Conftance, he 
briefly told her he did not defire to fee her till (he 
was forry for what (he had done : ' her L'ad37ihip 
was not fo cafily tcm<?ed as Mrs. Stavenell had 
been: (he vehemently replied to himYbiit a hint 
which (lie feemcd perfedHy to underttand, that ho 
Would expofe part of her condu£l, if (he was re- 
fra£^ory, or ever again intimated any thing difa- 
greeable of Mlfs Fittffarthur,* fifenced her, and (lie 
bounced oyt of the room, muttering a proteftation^ 
that (he would nevcrentcr the houfe again. 
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Jq-OTWfTHSTANDING the julHcc of 
Lord Farnford'l cenfurc was not to be deniedy 
Coufbmc^ felt for Lady Emma, and begged him 
not to fuffer her to depart in anger, but that ihe 
might fetch her back. Her influence was not great 
enough to prevail on him, and ih^ could only hope 
tfcat, though it was impoflible to prevent a rupture, 
it might not be to effeA a future reconciliation. 

As j(he had no farther bufinefs after they were 
gone, fhe aiked Lord Farnford if he wifhed her to 
flay any longer : he was alone with her, and, be- 
fore he anfwered her, he defired her to ring the 
b^i: his valet came in, and he bid him tell Mr* 
Carwell he wanted to fpeak with him. Conflancc 
repeated her queftion, when turning from her as if 
he would avoid looking at her, he replied, — Do 
not go :— 'I have fomething to fay to you when Mr. 

H 4 ' Carwell 
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Carwell comes. She therefore fat down, and ima« 
gining that (he ,was now to hear the explanation 
file had been promifed, die fummoned all her cou- 
rage left it fhould proTe as (he fearedi fomething very 
terrific. 

Mr. Carwell came : and, after a paufe of a few 
feconds which nobody- feemed Inclined to interrupt. 
Lord Farnford took Cohftance*s h^d and *prefiing 
it to his lips, faid, — ^The friend you have found for 
me has been the means of undeceiving me, and has 
convinced me that I have yet much to do before my 
repentance can be fin cere. I have given up m3rfelf 
to his guidance, and he has enjoined the fevereft of 
all penances : be infifts on my relbquiihing you, 
and I have promifed to fubmit ; for to what would I 
not fubmit rather than undergo the horror of fuch 
a dream again ? I told you, my love, we muft part ; 
we w/7/ pa t : you cannot love fuch a wretch^ as I 
have been ;. I will not be cruel to you : yoa 
are at liberty to leave this houfe whenever you chu& 

it. 
His voice faultered, he trembled and turned pale, 

while Conftance*s fympathetic mind il^one in her 

eyes, and diftrefled beyond meafure at feeing one 

in fo weak a ftate {o agitated ; flie replied, — —My 

Lord, your repentance has effaced from my memory 

that I am by force your wife : it has pleafed God 

to take from me all I valued in thb world, to make 

my acquiefcence in bis will lefs difficult, and I 

fub- 
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fubmit without murmuring : if you xan derive 
happin^fs from your conne£tion with me, and conti- 
nue but what you. appear now, I have no juft rea^- 
fonto a wiih reparation; on the cpntrary I will do* 
my irtmoft to copfirm you in the principles I have 
adopted, and no reproach for what is paffed fhatl ever 
efcapeme. 

You muft be filent, he rejoined, or I (hall fail 
in the implicit obedience I have promifed, I can- 
not look at you and hear you, and at the fame 
time maintain a refolution I have pledged myfelf 
to fulfil that this fbalPbe the laft day ot your re- 
fiding in my houfe : what I have to tell you will 
reconcile you to this in a moment, and all I aik is 
that it may convince you that he who fo injured 
you thinks no atonement too great : I would give 
ten thoufand worlds it had been fooner made : it has 
now iofl it's value, and you will hate me (or having 
16 long withheld, itf 

You keep me in tormenting' fufpencc, faid Con- 
ftancey— ^I cannot fuppofe you mean to defert me, 
but yet your turning me from you, indicates a wifh 
to be rid of me: can you be fo cruel after havmg 
torhme from . 

1 will not keep you in fufpcnfe, he anfwered,— 
but I can hardly dommand my fenfcs fufficiehtly to 
tell you: you are not my wife; you never were; 
nor ihail you ever be, tiil I ftm the • abandoned 

wetcb yoti once knew me. 

:^ r •• H 5 • •. • '. Had 
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Had thb information been intelligible, it would 
have oreiTet Confbance : happily it required eluci- 
^ dadon, and gave her time to recoiled hcrfelf : ihc 
' rofe, and, with her eyes fwimming in tears, (he 
befought him that he would jiot be fo barbarous 
as to expofe her to unmerited contumely, by rc- 
fufing her the conjugal protection {he clsumed.^ 
If, faid flic, your love for mc is extin^l, if you 
look 01). me only as the author of evil to you, and 
cannot endure mc in your fight, fend me from you ; 
but ftill, if you have any feeling, fave me from 
public cenfurc ; acknowledge that it is your wife 
you fo harrafs, and let my attendance on you ftand 
excufed by my relation to you. 

He turned his head away in filence ; and, cover- 
ing his eyes with his hand, remained unmoved by 
her entreaties, till flie,- growing more urgent, and 
endeavouring to make him look at her, by rc- 
moi^ihg his hand, he faid,-— Go ; Conftance go ; 
1 cannot bear you here : Mr.. Carwell, take her 
away, or I muft give up : it b a conffiA greater thaa 
human nature can fupport. 

In obedience to this command, Mr. Carwell laid 
hold on her arm, and would have drawn her finom 
liosd Farnford : (he refilled, and dropping on her 
knees before him, whom ilie yet^ notwithfian<diog 
his rejedliott of her« fbled her faufband, (he, wkfa 
the utmoil energy, b^ged Ihe mght not be forced 
fronn him ; he waved hit honcl,* at if defiEin|[ h«r to 
go ; and overcome by )ua{Ai!ion?, which he was not 
yet firong enough to combat, he fell froin hit chair 
iaafwooflu Hit 
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Ifis attendants were inilantly called, and Mr. 
Carwell, commktinj^ him to their care, took Con- 
ftance out of the room. It was now difficult to 
peHuade her that there was not a confpiracy agsunft 
her, or that fhe had a friend in the world : fhc 
could not refrain from blaming even th^ zeal ihe 
had excited and employed ; and, in the agony of 
her mind, accufed Mr. Carwell of having punifhed 
herforhcr misfortunes. He bore all her innocent an- 
ger patiently, and without reply, till* {he called on 
him to explain and account for this wonderful, this 
unreafonable change in Lbrd Farnford : he then 
told her cautioufly, that his-Lordfhip had~ doubts 
refpcfting the validity of his marriage, and that it 
muft be a re-performance of the ceremony that 
conftituted her his wife. 

And why, interrupted Conftance, haftily, wiU 
he not have the ceremony immediately re-perform- 
ed? For Heaven's fake, Mr. Carwell, cohfider 
me in the advice you give him : is my raifery, my 
reproach, my infamy necdiary to his peace or 
reformation ? Muik I be a call-away in thk world, 
that he may obtain pardon in the next ? What 
conflni£Hon d6 yon ibink will be affixed to my 
Uvbg here ? I have beenmarribd four month s, 
and harebeen acknowledged as his wife ; how k it 
poffiU^ that I fhonldgaia credit \o that Vhich may 
>« the fnbtcAigc^of caprice, cvcti if i were to adi 
my tdBmmijry that our marriage ym not TaM* 

H Do 
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Do go to Him, tell him I will do any thing not 
criminal, rather than face the cenfure or fufpicion 
of the world : bid him refle6fc on the cruelty ,a£ 
cxpc5iing me to the doubts that will, rife in the 
minds of thofe who have called me by his name* 
Can I refume my father's name, without exciting 
an idea, that 1 took the other bccaufe I found it 
convenient, and quitted it when I was weary of it ? 
Let me entreat you to fed him inilantly, and to 
imprefs on his mind the wickednefs of fuch con- 
dudk. 

Mr. Carwell appeared embarralTed ; and, as if 
not knowing how to anfwer to her, yielded to her 
requeft, that he would go to Lord Farnford, Al- 
moft as foon as he had left her, Mr. Gaynham 
came, alone ; and fhe went down tq him, without 
flaying to recover from her diftrefs. 

Immerfed as (lie was in the contemplation of her 
own woes, his appearance caught her attention and 
convinced her that new fufferings were preparing . 
for her ; flie eagerly alked after Lady Harriet, and 
h^ anfwered, I don't know what to do with her : 
il^e is fcarcely in her fenfes : fuch a tranfition has 
overfet her : Lord Ormingto^s dead : I have taken . 
her home, in hopes her paflions will relieve them- 
felves by their violence, and iOixe defired me to come 
to you directly. 

sThe death of fuch a father was a grief only at it 
ufpt&fd bi« daughter: Mr. Gaynham's foirow 

* did 
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did not dimmifh his intereft'for Conftance; lift 
heard her incoherent account oi what had pafled 
with Lord Famford with wonder, but declined 
judgmg whether his Lordfhip deferved blame or 
commendation till he had learned farther particu- 
lars. 

All the confolation he offered her was an affu- 
ranee that, whatever befel her, his houfc fhould al- 
ways be open to receive her, and that, were all the 
world her enemies, he, who fo well knew her worth 
would ftand forth her friend and her advocate : he 
intimated that it was impoffible Mr. Carwell fhould 
defert her interefV, told Her, her affairs would in a 
little time wear a brighter afped,- and repeatedly 
iaid that, if Lord Fanford was ferious. his repen- 
tance at this jun£ture was providential. He warm- 
ly prefTed her confenting to his feeing the Earl and 
talking to him on the fubjedt : for this purpofe, a 
fervant was fenr to alk an audience, which was 
^ immediately, and in terms of alacrity, granted* 
Her fituation was become diflra<^ingly lingular, 
for ihe knew not her name nor her. condition, and, 
as had frequently been her misfortune, the leafl 
controvertible point was, that every change fhe ex- 
perienced was for the worfe. The releafe which 
Lord Faraford had in contemplation, and which- 
while Lord Calorne was living would have been * 
her greatefl. goody was now highly detrimental to., 
hpr^nd impeached her character ^ befide it did not ^ 

ap- 
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refufed her, and Mr* Gayaham told her ihe muft 
go to Burlington-flreet with him, as ihe could not 
properly reinain where (he was: he faid Lord 
Farnford'had confented to his taking her away, and 
had proraifed, to write to her in the evening and ex-' 
plain the whole matter. 

Whither fhc went or what became of her was to-* 
tally unimportant to Condance : (he was the fporr 
of fortune ; Ihe was jufl what it fuited others that 
flie fhould be, and her happinefs was the price at 
which their's was purchafed : to help herfelf was 
impoffible ; her beft friends had abandoned her ; 
but refledUon calling up her refentment, ilie 
determined for the prefent to fubmit, then to appeal 
to Lord Reycolm, the only one whofe afliflance 
file could expe6):, and to procure his aid in fubflan- 
tiating her marriage, which at all hazards ihe refol- 
ved to attempt. 

Soimp^tient was Mr. Gaynham for her leaving 
Portman-fquare, that he would not wait while he 
could &nd £or his carrriage, but ordered a hackney 
coach: before it could be. brought, he, onconfult* 
ing in<a wMfper with Mr. Carwell feemed to have, 
changed his mind : and faid he muil fpeak to Lady 
lEiarriet, would therefore go home immediately, 
aud come back for Lady Famford. During his 
abfenccf Mr; Carwc;)[l remained with her, ilie faid 
not a wordto him,* and, as fooni as Mr. Gaynham 

marned, tbe^boibi wzttiout manifefimg the con- 
cern 
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which furely her misfortunes demanded, hurried 
her to be gone.— Mr.Carwell was to ftay with Lord 
Farnfordf and very cooly exhorting her to patience 
and to fortitude, he took leave of her. 

Concurring for the fitft time in U^e mifanthropic 
opinions of (Ufguft and difappointment, fatisfied that 
Ihe had miftaken Mr. Carwell's character, and doubt 
ful whether fhe underflood Mr. Gaynham's ; with nQ 
hope but that her calamities were greater than mor- 
tality could fupport, and too wretched' even to wUh 
for peace, fhe obeyed the cruel injun^on, and 
qvutted Lord Farnford's houfe. 

In their way, Mr. Gaynham faid little to her, 
except advifing her to bear up with padence: (he 
paid no heed to him, and^ when they topped at hia 
door, flie jumped out before lum, and having in- 
quired for Lady Haarriet, ran to tell her how bar« 
barouily flie had been treated. 

She bounced into, the room wiUiout giving any 
notice that die was come, and, too much occupied 
to perceive that Lady Harriet was walking up anid 
down in the utmoft perturbation, ihe fell on her 
neck, and burftmg into tears, exclaimed— —There 
never were fuch cruel creatures ! they, have turned 
me but oi the houfe ! O ! I fhall go mad ; 
fhe then retired a few paces to a chair, and waa 
in a moment unconicious of her mifery. 

When fhe recovered, fhe found Mr. Gaynham 
and Lady HLarriet by her, they both endeavoure4 

to 
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fo comfort her ; but their confolattons were inclfec-' 
tualy for they declared their approbation of Lord 
Famford^a conduct : her Ladyihip, ag-itated as (he 
was, feemcd to have loft great part of her ^ tender 
icnfibility for her fnead, and Mr. Gaynham alt 
Kis feeling. Conftance, unable to hear afiurance 
of afie6Hon which flie began to doubt, exhortations 
fO patience for which flic had no encouragement, 
and ezpreffions of joy it a retura wluch was the mis^ 
fortune ihe complained of, Would hare gone up^ flairs; 
but even in this ihe was thwarted* 

Mr. Gaynham now talked afide to Lady Har« 
riet, while Cohftance &t a prifoner and a monu* 
fnetit of woe : her animation had fcarcely any 
other token than the convulfire heaving of her bo- 
fom : the natural druggie ftM- life counteracted her 
wilhes ; and fhe panted for the breath ihe eameftljr 
prayed would flop. After about \kxL minutes' con* 
rerfadon, ^he left the toom, and her Ladyihip 
h&ving rung the bell, inquired if Lady Famford's 
sbaid was come, ihe was told ffae was, and ordering 
her to be fent up, ihe quitted Coniiance, who, 
Inidft a)l her affli£tlons^ was not dead to the fenfe 
of their negle^ of her« Kitty was now her only 
eompanion, and ihe afforded her a confolation, 
hitherto denied ber^ that of agreeing with her that 
ilie was moft inhumanly treated : what had pailed 
^ at Lord Farnford's, wag unintelligible to her till 
her laiilrefs, by a few particulars, explained it^ 

and 
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and convinced her that it was caprice, not confci- 
ence, that punifhed her. Conflance declared to 
her, her refolution of fliil maintaining that (he was 
Lord Farnford's wife, and was comforted by hear- 
ing that though it waa not known who was the- 
derg ymttn that .nnrried her, the peribn who gave 
her away might be found out. 

Her only view in attem|>ting to prove her inarn« 
(^e, was to efcape calumny, which none, except- 
ing him from whom ihe had the greatefi reafon to 
fiear it^ and herlCblf knew to be unmerited : flie had 
no wifli to return to Lord Farafbrd, nor. could ihe 
think of accepting from- him, if fhe fucceeded, any 
of that protection and regard which fhe might 
claim : (he defired never to fee him again ; and, 
after he had publickly owned her, it was her in* 
tention to renounce all intercotirfe with him, and ta 
fuffer him to live as if ihe bad never exifted* 
' Mr. Gaynham arid Lady Harriet wert abiJ^nt 
near an hour, and then he came in, alone ; h^ 
difmified Kitty, and now endeavoured to footho 
Conftance, whofe pailions were of themfelve$ 
nearly exhau^d : but by wh^t means did he try 
to calm her ? By vindicating and commending Lord 
Farnfordy. by putting her in mind that it was ho 
great hardihip to be feparaCed. from a man ihe did 
not like, and by prophefying that a. few hours would 
perhaps make her change her opinion. 

Converfation on this fubje^, producing the efie^ 
thatLmuft have been forefeen, by rouzing her indig- 

nation^ 
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nation, Mr. Gaynhani diFerted it, and talked with 
much fang froid of Lord Ormington^and of his 
fotrow for hb oppofition to his fon : this made 
Conflance cry'heamly, which he encouraged, and 
then, by way of cafual obfervadon, remarked, on 
the inflexible obfUnacy of ibme minds, indanced 
Lady Harriet, who was not to be perfuaded that 
Lord Calome was dead, notwithftanding it was 
evident that the letter he had written to her, was- 
the laft inteUe6tual a6^ he was capable of. A nd 
what reafon, faid Conftance, can fhe have for her 
incredulity ? ^ That no official account has yet 
arrived of his death, Mr. Gaynham anfwered.— 
There are no difpatches arrived yet, I fuppofe, faid 
fhe.*- Yes, replied Mr. Gaynham, a veflel is come: 
but, by fome blunder, his name is omitted in the 
feturn. — It is an omi^ion, ihe rejoined j tell her 
I idll undertake to sflure her he is dead* 

Mr. Gaynham again went away, and Lady 
Harriet came, fhe aiked Conflance how fhe did, 
and 'added.— 'Do you know I am a little cheared 
by thinking there is a probability that my brother 
may have recovered? it is i\ot impoffible, and 
I declare I fhall hope till I am forbidden : if I am 
difappointed, I am but where I have been, tell me 
your opinion: do you not think there is room for 
hope ?-«-*— No, anfwered Conflance, and I would 
not have you flatter yourfelf. Can you imagine 
he would have written as he did, if there had been the 

• lead; 
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leafl chance of his life ; befide the oppreffion of hit 
mind was. of Itfelf fufficient to have killed him : 
do not court hope, Qie has fo often deceived me that 
I never will tnift her again : your brother is dead 
and happy : I cannot wilh him alive, I only pray to 
go to him. I beg, Lady Harriet, you will not talk 
to me of him : jou may perhaps intend it kindly to 
make me moit willingly fubmit to Lord Farnford's 
cruel refolution, but it is a fubje6t fo panful to me 
and fo unfit for my prefent contemplation, that, 
unlefs you will indulge me by being filent on it, I 
muft leave you.— —/will leave jf^», replied Lady 
Harriet.— flie then went away, and Conftance^ 
notwithflanding her own forrows, could not but 
remark with pity the delufion with which thia 
anuable woman was pleafing herfelf. ' 



CHAP^ 



9» 



CONST akce; 



my heart to* you, and will be, as I wifh I had 
eTcrbeen, guided by your judgment, which I am 
fatisficd, even in a cafe fo nearly concerning yotf, 
will be impartial. 

* In my fcandalous purfuit of Charlotte I found 
it abfolutely neceflary to promife I would marry 
her ; and, my Iotc for her being very great, I 
determined to fulfill my engagement : my meet- 
ing with you entirely diverted my thoughts from 
this intention, and I had then no other than that 
of obtuning you : my attachment to you was 
fuch as I never before felt :. it was a palSon, bad 
and unprincipled as I was, founded on efteem ; 
I revered you ; you infpired me with awe, while 
you every moment increafed my love. Charlotte 
Lyfcot wad then forgotten, and I treated her in- 
humanly, though my affedion for her was not 
extind, well knowing that her tendernefs for me 
would overcome all herrefentment^ 

* When I had, by the bafefl and moft infamous 
artifice, enticed you to this houfe, and forced you 
to confent to marry me, you may remember I ' 
propofed that that vilefl of his fpecies, Metward 
(hould complete your mifery : after you had fo 
firmly refifted me, and I had, by an infult not 
to be forgiven, threatened you into compliance, I 
was fearful that you would again 'grow reiblute, 
and therefore precipitated the readmg of thefervice. 
Metward was gone out, not imagining I fiiould fo 
foon want him r the appreheofioiu attendaiijc oa 

* guilt 
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guilt, terrified me : I was perfuaded I (hould loft 
you if I delayed^. and therefore I employed my 
fteward) wlvhwiil, on requifition, atteft it oii 
oath^ to brave the vengeance of Heaven^ by 1 
mock performance of the ceremony. I knew it 
would be eafy^to induce you, for the prefervatioil 
of your cbani6^er, to agree to a fecond marriage; 
and as, whatever I have to an^er for, I can 
fiifely aflert, that I ndver harboured a thought of 
you, which dk! not imply this permanent unions 
it was only with a defign to fecure you immedti 
atdy that I impofed on you. 

♦ Thefe circumftances, Madam^ I hare comi 
municatcd to Mr. CaiweH, and have tried to 
perfuade htm tb that for v/YAeh. I feel the ihrongeft 
inclination j a. re-performtsmct of t\xt rite which 
(hail irrevocably make you my wife ; but he op^ 
pofes me, and tells me I muft telBfy my repentance 
by renouhcSag you : he fays I add to my cruelty 
to you, by retaining you, lince I am well conionced 
you do not love me. Of this, I own, I am too 
well convinced, becanfe it is utterly impoffible 
you can love me : yet, frwn your behaviour 
during my iUnefs^ froin Ih6 feiitibents you hav6 
exprefled, and from your natural temper, I did 
hope that you would live with m^ without bein^ 
very unhappy* ' 

* To retain the (Jjoil after I h4v<5 g^iven up th* 

vi<!tor}^^. I cdftfst^, uhj^iftifiitble ; yet how to re^ 

ftore it, none except yourfclf can teach me.— ' 

Vol. IV. I ' Even 
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Even in this a6k of lelMenia), I injure yout 
for^ though you may rejoice in a reparation from 
me^ as our marriage was publi^kly known, it 
may be difficult to contradi^ it : but if I mud 
Icfc you, J will leave nothing undone that can 
vindicate you, and prove that 2 only am to 
blame. 

* I <^n obtain • no greater relaxation from Mn 
CarweU, -tban.pdraiiiSon to refer the matter to 
you ; and, if -I may judge from the difpofition 

^ y»u manifciled juil now, I hepe you will deter-- 
mine for me. You are now convinced that you 
are yet '^fs ,FU^arthur \ if you think it a lefs 
evil to marry me, than to truihto my xuideceiving 
the world, Mf. Carwell in that, cafe has agreed 
to join our ha^s ; and I beg you will come to 
me immediately. »On the contrary, if you pre- 
fer continuing as you are, he m&&.% on my fend^ 
ing for Charlotte :Lyfcot, and manning her. 
^ Ifyourjuft hatred of me, which perhaps may 
only have been fuipendod by your.pity, dictates a 
reje6don, I fubm|C. Whatcecompenfe then fhali 
I offer you ? I can make you- none that you caA 
deemfuch; bittl mty, in a fmall degree, lighten 
the oppreffive burthen of my confcience, by en- 
gaging, as a facrifice for my fins, to devote all 
that part of my fortune which J had fettled oa 
you, either to your ufe or any other that you Qiall 
name. inflru£t me to do gOQ4» and 1 wall ended- 

*'Vourit# 
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'* Mr. Harwell prohibits my requiring an aiifwer 
** 'from you till to-morrovir; and enjoins you not to 
^ -(end it till then, left, he fays, yourpaiiionsfhould 
**cloud your judgment. 'I have yielded to this, 

* and I beg that, fliould you ohufe to confider my 
*• engagment to you as binding, your return may 
"* be the reply; if you quit your indifputable claim^ 

* your fending 'back your ring will be a fuificiently 
■"• monifying token* 

* Impreifed with the deepeft fenfe of your unde- 
"^ ferved attention andkindnefsto me, glowing with 
"* an affe6limi fyr you, which, unlike what I have yet 
*^ felt, ftiall lead me to confult your eafe and hap- 
** pinefs in preference to my own, and fincerely rc- 

* folved to aim at the poflefliGn of your eftecm, 1 

* acknowledge you the fburce of every future good 

* I may enjoy^ and, however my love has been 

* difappointed, € experience a degree offati8fa6Hon 
^ from confiderfng that as our marriage is null, 

'* there is no impediment to my relinquifhmg you, 

* if you command it. I have no wifli but to reftore 
^ your peace, and fhould a happier man^than my- 

* felf be blcffed with your regard, I fhould exult 
"* in the reflection that this illegal union has never 
'^ afforded me a moment's gratification. 

* lam, Madam, 

•* Your moft devoted and rfefpe<aful, 

Far nfori>. 
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^ P. Si I have iten Metward, and hare told Im 
^ he dotn not quit the kingdom ia a -month he ' 

* may ezped to hare the whole cf his condud ex- 

* pofed: the rafcal pretends forrawy and fi^s he 

* will go to America** 
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hp H E figftatare of thU letter was of Lord Farn- 
ford's writing* and the truth oi it's contents it 
would have been folly to doubt : Ae royftcry was cx- 
plsdned, his right to itnouhcc Conffiancc and to 
hiarry Mifs Lyfcot was uirqcreftfenable ; but a rcfo- 
lutiOfi was not to be taken on fuch a fubjc^ without 
deliberation. She was Ihocked stt; the impofidoa 

under 



wwfer which fixe had fo long lived, and could ajmofl: 
kavc wifticd herfelf,. with all ©cceflkry formality^ 
Lord Farnford's wife, rather than face the oppro- 
brium fhe dreaded. TIms, it ^ms true, flic might 
evade by confeneng to marry hiiaagain, ae he cer- 
tainly would not Bevcai what would fo prejudice 
Iter in the opinion of the world^ as divulging that 
her a£tions had not the necefTary and fuppofed fane- 
tion : for how injurious was this to her, who had 
his prior proxnife ! 

What was^ heft to br dpae waa ^fficult to judge ; 
whom* to adviib wick fbe knew ndt, fince all thofe to 
whom fht could immediately appeal were Uaffed to 
Mr, Carweirs opinion ; driven therefore to reliance 
0n her owj^ahdi with na other %ht than that whicb 
Ae might bpldly htfirc trufted, her coofcience, ihci 
weighed the levetgl arguments on each fide, and 
at laft detenmned' diat, as Charlotte Lyfcot was dif- 
pofed oi'm tL way ^at had etxtinguiflied all hec 
expe^adoBi,. and embraced a. life the fitteft for 
her circumftances,. as ihe had once renounced her 
lover,^ and perhaps by this time did not wifh ever 
to fee him agaia, there was nothing criminal in 
Lord Farnford's foiiowing his inclination. She 
was pleafi^d to find, that the motive to his f ondu^l: 
•was what he coaldjuftify;^^ and jhe natural can- 
dour of her temper reprefenting his purpofcd 
amendmeat as dirierving of reward and encourage- 
ment, dm nobly overcame all pre^ices againft 

1 5: him,. 
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him, endeavoured to divcft hcrfclf of alt prcpoflef- 
fioD, and finally refoWed' that th« remainder of her 
life fiiould be devoted to him.. 

M (he felt herfelf Simulated' by no pailion, and 
thought the reafonablenefs of her judgment could 
not be diiputed, ilie was vmwiUing to keep him m 
fufpence till the mortOH, when (he could at that 
moment fatisfy him : impelled by an innate wifh to 
diffufe happinefs, and anzipuB to demonilrate that 
revenge had no place in her heart, (he concluded 
on returning without delay to Portman-fquare, and, 
by marrying Lord Famfbrd, to draw a veil over ' 
her paft misfortunes. 

Though (he fufpedted that both Mr. Gaynham's 
friendfhip, and that of his wife had fufiered feme 
diminution, it was not fuch as would warrant her 
leaving their houfe clandeftinely ; but yet feeing 
th^m was an objflacle fhe hardly dared encounte r ; 
ihc knew they would oppofe her (ituation, and (he 
knew that fuch painful recoUedions were always 
the confequence of a vifit from Lord Calome's 
fifter, as would, more than any thing, (hake her 
refolution : to bear this, called for that which was 
now become defpcration ; it required fortitude, 
when ^bmiiiion was all ihc could boail ; and it re- 
quired a victory over herfelf, at the moment ihc 
was conquered. 

Her natural abhorrence of appearing ungrateful, 
n^verthelefs prevailed ; and, from the long time 

die 
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fht had' been left alone, doubting whether the fa-» 
mily were not gone out, ihe calledi a fervant, and 
having heard that they were not, requcflcd fo fe^ 
Mr. Gaynham, as thinking him the. lefs terrible of 
thfi two. 

He inftantly came, with as much compofure as 
poilible, and in a manner calculated to convince 
him that the point was paft difcuffion, flie told him 
of the reference Lord FarnfcM-d had made to her, 
and that her intention was to reward his penitence, 
by immediately and voluntarily furrendering her- 
felf to him. She reminded him that, whatever 
might be the opinion oi thofe on whom other very 
laudable confiderations adted, (he muft adhere to 
her own, - if fhe thought it the leaft erroneous, ^nd 
that as it was, and would' be, her conflant aim, to 
difcharge the duty fhe owed to herfelf and to fo* 
ciety, imputations which* impeached her heart, 
would be cruel : (he begged that fhe might be per* 
mitted to returti to her hufband, and that a flep 
which it had required no fmall pains, to rfefolve on, 
might not deprive her of Lady Harriet's afifec- 
tion. . 

Mr. Gaynham 's countenance changed while (he 
was fpeaidng ; and when (he ceafed, ^ter a paufe, 
he faid to her, — I never was fo diftreffed as at this 
moment : you do not a(k my advice, and yet I 
mud give it yoO, unprepared as I am. Mr. Car- 
well promifed me that no anfwer to Lord Farnford 
fhould be required till to-morrow morning : why 

I 4 then 



then do you fo haftily rcfohrc ? ^Bccaufc, (he 

replledy time cannot alter my opinion^ and 1 wilh 
to releafe my Lord from fufpcnfc.— — You are very 
good, faid Mr. Gaynbam : but, however firm you 
may be, your determination muft not be executed 
yet: if you chufe to go to Lord Famford, to- 
morrow morning you ihall» and I will attend you ; 
this day you muft fpend with us : befides, unlefs you 
have conquered your regaid ibr my brother, you 
would- do well to be cautious.-~Conquered my re* 
gard for him ? repeated Conflance : do you think 
that pofftble ? if this is the conftru^ion pMt on my 
conduct let Lord Famfbrd marry Cha.rlqfCte, aod 
let my life be fpent, aa moft wiliingly k fhsjM be^ 
in forrowy and in ealling to i^ind all that can ren* 
der it agonizmg : I ^wouLd not, even to reward 
Loxxi Farnford's repentance^ do any tlqpg thul 
your brother's fpirit couid not look down on vmb 
approbation ; and can you excite in me the leaft 
fpark of reafonable hope, that there is a chance o{ 
his having recovered, or fay that I ought to conttt 
Bue at liberty, I will inflamly fisnd back my ring 
to Lord Famfbrd ; I will wait the confirmation ox 
death of my hopes with, patience ; and,, whatever 
is the ev«nt, J will rejoice in.havbg rifquedno- 
tiung. 

This I would advife you to do, anfwered Mr^ 
Gaynham, though not to-day. What do you think 
of this flraoge notion, this judgment contrary to 

evU 



evidence I Itofis do no gpod, faid'Cbafiance, £ox 
I forefecf it will bo dif^ppointed ^d cm ofily bf 
yrodu£tiye of mcreafed grief: I«ady Harriet (houid 
lUX be fufi^ered to ii^lge, in•fucl^^n: error th^ blow 
will be v^ry fevecc,— ^— No, Mr. Gaynham re*" 
jjmned, her bopes if they were ilUfoiiaded, will by 
degrees grow lef^, and will die a^ay at laft : X do not 
^iin]( it n^ill do ber aay harm. 

A fmile on the countenance of bes advifer a* 
^ai(ened Conil^iu^^s attention : an idea darted into 
ber mind that hje had more to reveal than, fb^ bad 
yet beard.— -r-Bilr. Gaynbasa, faid ibe ^gerly, 
9bat have you tp teH me ? what reafon have you tQ< 
l)ope ? what ni^y \ hope ?— *I have told yoM) h^ 
anfwered very cooly, wb^t foundation we build 
^ni Lord Calomels name has not yet arrived^ 
Aough the goyernor has font difpatches : an otbcec 
ofhisrank, I ihpuld itpagine^ though I am an.ini* 
competent judge, would not have been on^iued in^ 
the return^ a^d many of inferior denomination, are 
particularixed : but ponder what I have Cai.dy and 
I will fend Harriet to you» you ihall bear her opi«^ 
^ion, for perhaps I am too fat^uine. 

A perfuafton which flreathened in her mind that,, 
^n fucb (light evidence, Mr. Gaynham would not 
have mentioned his hopes where he knew their dif-- 
appointment would be moil feverely felr, andafuf- 
picion that he withheld fometbing from her now 
animated her, and, in an unkerlal tremor, fhe in* 
treated him to tell her whether he had not fbme con* 

1 5 cealed 
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cealed fupport for this improbable conje£turc^: be- 
Blade fao anfwer ; flie had caught the infe6Hon ihe 
dilTuaded him from fpreading, and affuring biia 
there could be no news too good for Her to bear, 
nor no fh'ock of furprize that ihe could not ftand; 
flic drew from him a confeffion that his brothcr*s 
wifli to be rclcafed had magniiied his idea of his 
danger, and that, at the time when the laft veffeF 
ikiled, he was alive. 

So cautious had Mir. Gkynham been that no bad 
cflfedt followed this communication : her eyes glift- 
cned, her Kps quivered, (he raifcd her hands to 
Heaven, and th^ humid effufions of her heart re- 
Ucvcd-hcr from all«perturbation : ihe was immediately 
fenfible of the neceility of circumfpe^lion in what 
Ihe did <; he. fo fortified her thar ihe could chcriflr 
this gltmrnering hope without emotion^ and -then 
left her todigcft what ihe had hcard^ 

She abandoned inftantly all thoughts of return- 
mg to Lord Farnford^ and, arming herfelf againff 
whatever might happen cither to nouriih or eradi-i- 
cate the tender plant Mr. Gaynhamhad fet, (he re- 
folved to join Mr. Carwell* in that advice (he had 
fTigmatifcd asjcruel to her, and" to urge the recall of 
Charlotte Lyfcot. Her friends now appeared ta 
her more then ever her true friend^, and fhe felt 
very grateful for their thwarting a defign which 
muft have excluded every pofEblc tomfort.. 
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TH E news (he had heard was fb pleafing to 
her that fhe wifhed for a repetition of it and 
for farther intelligence : fhe called to mind an hun- 
dred queftions file might have a&ed ; fhe fancied,' 
from Lady HarrietV fupporting the (hock of Lord> 
Ormington*8' death fo well, that itmuft have been 
counterbalanced by- ibmething more than (he iiad 
yet learned, and (he very readily obeyed the fum-* 
mons to' dinner in hopes her euriofity would pre-« 
vail on .her friends to communicftte all they knew x 
the opinion that -they* fuppreffed -a part was con-^ 
firmed by their -countenances-: -for though Lady 
Harriet's wore the traces of the forrow which a few 
hours before had overwhelmed hei*, it' estpreffedf 
g^tater^chearfulnefs than could be accounted for 

othcrwife than by fuppofing as Cohitance did 

As foon as (he was rid of the reflraint of the fervan ts^ 
*-»faid (lie to Mo Gaynham, do not treat m^ like « 

child: 
16 
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child : but tell me all you have heard of my Lord, 
for I am certain you hare fupprefled a part : you 
are afraid I (hould be too much oveijoyed, and I 
thank you for your care ; but really I am fo pre- 
pared that if— if— if— you were to open the door 
and Ihew me Lord Calorne^— I could»— I am 
fure»— I think^— I b^lieTe,--'! bopf I could bear 
it. 

Mr. 6a3mham fmiled, and rallied her for her 
boafted yet dubitable courage, when his wife unable 
to contain herfelf any longer, burft into tears, and 
cried,— Do tell bet, ]tf r. Gayoha^ ; pr^ 4^ tcU 
her* 

This roqiieft, w|u<:b implicM^.mucIi, was foUoiveci 
^y dmr umied inju^^tibos to Cw&apct to fummon, 
all her prefence of mind: (he felt herff ^ in^moveably^ 
firm, and it being the opioion ^all that no probably 
harm could enfiie, aa4 M^^. ^. s^ght be fafely 
trufied^ the office of pco^ii^r was affigned to Mr^ 
Oaynham, and h^, ivicl^ mjuiy pau^,. m^oy ex«. 
hortadoia to 4pp(99il H> b^ ijneJ)ling-bottle, afid th^ 
ucmoft caution, toM h^ that, wl^i^ the diipaj^hes. 
irerc fent of^ Lprd Calprne was out of danger*rr» 
This is not aU, replied Cqn^^ce^ when he ab* 
rupUy paufed : you fee I am uf^ifturbcd, why wUjf 
you doubt me ? you torment me. 1 caj^ bear any 
fliock, but not this fufpenf<p : Lord Calome cannot 
^ out of dagger ^ Qibraltai; i tell me it he in ^•^ 
f Und } 

No, 
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No^ Mr G^yohaiTi r9Jom^d,-*but now Aat yoa 
havQ prudentlj^ anticipated the mofi dangerous ifa:ok«^ 
you ihall know all : I have a letter f];om him and^ 
gne for y^u» he is con^^g boiae^. and will be with 
Vs in a few weeks ; and thele really are all the im* 
portaif t circum6ance9 ^t { mi^ in poflf ifio% of : the 
liPfierftfl^U be ih^wn^you whenever you think yo^ 
^^n^ read thcsn without ^ing tpo much afie^leds for 
you fee how abfphltely nfedfulit is ih^yov ihould 
cniploy every B^oment in preparing to meet hun, an4 
xhttt you Ihould avoid whatever will make to^ 
groat ap inprelipiio^ yov- 

Conihf^e's eyes fwam tn tearfi a^4 ¥ith toler* 
%h}fi confidei^e (he begged to fee the letters Mr, 
Qaynhim had, mention^ ^ he gave her th^t to him^ 
fielffirfl, and tl^efe w^i^it's cpntents* 

* Dear brother, 

*' In additipnto sny numerous 
f ^ufes of vexation^ I have to rcfled on ray esitreme 
foUy in having written to Harriet at a time when I 
thought every pulfation (^ my heart was the lail, 
(|nd in fuch a in^nn^r, as iQuft J^ave convinced her I 
wasy before that letter reached her, dead* 

^ I dare not addrefs this to her, lefl the furprlz^ 
^ould overcome her ; I know your cautjpti and 
prudence, and fhall therefore omit all iojun^on : 
file will perhaps be rejoiceds th9Ugh without rear 
fon ; for an txteniion of life is to me only a pro- , 

longa- 
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longatton of mifciy : however, my mind is confi- 
dcrably ftrongcr^thin it was, and I can now fmilc 
at misfortune. « 

* My wound was at no time dangerous ; but I 
beliere I fo tcazcd thofe who attended me, that 
tbey were forced to tell me I fbould die, to pacify 
me : the air of this place is the beft friend I have 
yet met with ; ibr, without any other di{eafe, it 
would foon kill me : but of tins I muft not av^l 
myfelf : the governor infifts on my returning to 
England ; and, too kindly intercfted for the, prc- 
fervation of a Taluclefs* exiflencei haftens the de-^ 
part u re- of a veHel, that I may leave this place as 
ibon as- I can be moved : however irkfixne the 
thought of returning to a country winch I ought 
to avoid, I cannot difobey him,* and the pleafure o^ 
meeting you and my fifter will, in fome meafure, 
for I cannot compliment, reconcitc me to the ne- 
ccflity. I am to be the bearer of difpatches which, 
if a projefted (ally fiicceeds, as we have reafon to 
hope, will be very acceptable to the court of Lon- 
don. 

**The General, willing, I' fee, to dxi whatever 
cap raife my depreiled fpirits, has pledged himfetf 
to procure for me, . that which, white happinefs was 
my aim, I'fo much' widfed ibr, promotion, and a 
permanent fituatidn in the army : his kindnefs it^ 
would be detedable ingratitude to repel, yet to you 
I; may confefs, that I prefer the fituation of the 
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men wliofenrc the guns, and whofe dying groana. 
frequently reach my ears. 

* I am of no ufe here, nor indeed can I be ufefut' 
any where while this dejedbion hangs about me. I' 
tried for permiffion to expofe myfelf in the in- 
tended fally, but could get no other anfwer than 
that I was* too weak and too mad ; in the latter I* 
am fure- the Governor- is miftaken, for. I* am very 
fbberly mlancholy; 

* The civilities and a6\s of friendlHip I have met 
with here, are- infinitely beyond what a perfon of 
greater defert and diftindion could expeft, in a* 
place where felf-prefervation is too great a charge ; 
but to none, not even niy moft intimate friendsj 
Have I ever "revealed the caufe that oppreifcs me : 
fome few with whom I was icquaintedin England,' 
fufped mt ; but they find I cannot bear raillery : 
the iiope, therefore, of meeting in you a friend^ 
who fhallthear me, and can fcel.for me,, is a ftimu- 
latiye to my return» , 

* I imagine I fhall be with you in about three 
weeks after you receive this ; and I fhould be glad 
if you and Harriet could make it: convenient to 
meet me at Portfmouth : a week will, I. hope, . be- 
as long as fhall det^ you in waiting ; and L know 
you well enough, to be fatisfied, that you wiH not 
■gcudge thei attendance, when it produces me a 
a gratification : if you arc there on the 26th, I 
oannotdoubt finding you.on roy landing. 

•Did 
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* Did my fiather know what I have uiwjei^oaeir 
did he know that I ftrive conunuaUy to palliate and, 
txcufe to myfelf the iajuries I have fuftained from; 
him, and that no deviation fromf his duty {ball ever 
ipake me fon^et mine, I t^inl^ he woald receive ra& 
hindly ; perhaps he may be wroi^ht ofi. : 1 iviljl* 
Ifave nothing undone ; bue when f te^^ on his^ 
lAezorable feverity to you and my ^AeVf I ahnoik 
defpair i yom only evaded his ^uthority^ I avow^^ 
«idly oppo&d it. 

* I muil beg you totaie care that nothing |^y 
delay my fettii^ aS ibr Loiidon as fopj^ as poffible 
after my arrival at Portfrnoi^thj^ ^s the execution oi 
my commiflion will require diipacch* 

* I have written as long as I can, though I an^ 
ftill unwilling to leave you. 

* Give my love to (iarriet, anfl her babes ; an4 
believe me very mily and warmly 

*" YQux affedioB^efnend,. 

* C A L R K £,•• 
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'J^H AT ttefe chatd^re vWcre traced Iqr a haai 
fuppofed li^clefs, a&d exprei!ed tlie fentunenis 
of LokI Calomc'a y«t glowing heart, was the conr 
^deration which touched Conftancc : all the imejli* 
gemre communicated^ w»iixitfolf ploafmg, and rcn- 
derei Hill more fb, by having it in her power, Aot 
only tc( i^econcile him to hk ^tce, but to reward hb 
fuiferings: her fortune was, in profpe^, Aich ai 
t«moved every difficulty ; and the now Earl of Or- 
«aington*« fait arrival, the only remaining AibjeA 
of her anxiety ; her wifii to be in pofleffion of the 
letter he had written to her was, without hefita* 
tion^ complied with, and ihe was vidoriousr ovop 
"^ha agitation occa^oned by reading th^ wocda : 

* If you, my dear what? not Miff 

f itzarthur, for then I ftiould not be fcparated from 
you :•— not Lady Farnford, for I will not acknow- 
Wo^ X^^ ^^ 1^ fot— r-I wa$ goioj^ to fay, if you 

have 
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have heard of the letter which I imprudently fcnt 
to Harriet, you will perhaps be difappointed by 
receiving this : I am furc you wifh my happinefs i 
I am fure your fentiments are the fame as when JL 
left you ; therefore it can give you no pleafure to 
"hear I am fHU under the weight of affliftion. 

* But may I be fure that your fentiments of me 
are unchanged ?— I fear not : my want of fortitude 
to bear this calamity, robs me of a portion of your 
cfteem ; you will look with contempt on me, who 
pufillanimoufly finks beneath misfortune : I will 
endeavour to reiid it, though I know not how t 
I icould have born any other ftroke ; but to lofc 
you^ and at that moment, was more than I, thai), 
any ohe could bear.. 

. *^ And. I fee you pale, melancholy, and wi^ 

thtred : I fee you flitm I will no( 

arrite his name : Ifec him approach you :. you rer 
£eive him^with iighs, with tears, . with reproaches; 
but you muft receive him : I fhall go difiradted^ if 
I think of it, and I can think of nothing elfc, I 
fee you prefiding in his family » gracing his bouicy 
and, .by inhabiting ir, averting th? juft arm of vear 
i^eance raifed to ftrike him^ ^ 

* Does the villain— -^hat my Conflancc's huf- 
band fhould ever be called a villain '.—does he be 

1?^ have with the refpe^l due to you ? Is he ftill vicious 
and abandoned ? or is he reclaimed by your mife- 
ry ? I believe he loves you ; but with » fpecies of 
affijdion which is infulung ; he is * a wretch, loft 

to 
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to air that fenfc which raifes lore aborc briuifllr 
ardour ; and he is rendered ten thoiifand times more 
criminal, by having extinguifhed that lamp which 
was placed in his breaft, and which would haveflione 
with fiiperior brightnefs : for his vices are all ac- 
quired, and he had virtues, which he has as dili- 
gently rooted out, as others vwuld have cultivated. 
I knew him a different creature, though always 
tending towards what he has now arrived at.— But 
why fhould I paint him to you in odious colours ? 
—you already are too well acquainted with him.— 
I will ceafc writing — 1 fat down calmly— when I 
think of you, I lofe my fenlcs. 

' What I have written above feems to contradi^i: 
what I am now determined to fay ^o you» I in- 
tended to have told you I fubmitted patiently to our 
fate, and find I have been betrayed into the contem- 
plation of my misfortunes. I own I cannot yet 
bear it, but I hope I (hall foon be able to look iled- 
fkfUy at them. 

* The ,bed of ficknefs has been my fchool, pain- 
my friendly monitor, and I have learnt that as the 
Almighty will not inflict more than he will give- 
iircngth to fupport, I muft not defert his fervice. 
—I fubmit to his decree, and if J do^ who may not ? ' 
—I acknowledge the right of him who created the 
world to difpenfe or withhold it's bleffings f I fee 
liis power, I feel his mercy, which, in the lofs of 
every thing I held valuable, has ftill fuftained mc^ 
and pomts towards an immortality where we, my 



JIU COKSTAKCEt 

«Ter dear ConftatKCy may meet, may be happy be^ 
yond the reach of misfbrtuae.. 

* It If this profped that animates me andgiYCS me 
ftreagth to tell you that I will fubmit without mor-^ 
Muring^ to any calamities I may fuffbr :— ^r^ter 
than I have already ezpsrienced^ I wat going to|^ 
fay^ cannot reach me ; ' I have nothing but my 
Ufe to loHv— would God accept it ?— *Shatl I endea-^ 
▼our to perfuade you to reft fatisfied } Yes, I wiU^ 
«-*! know you will fay any evil would have been 
preferable to thai of marrying th^e maot you hated ; 
I cannot deny ti^s ; but yet, we never could have 
been happy ; for however my father's coadud n^g^ 
fztenuate any breach of duty, I was ading in pofi*^ 
tive 4cfiaoce of him, and yous fii)£ feelioj^ C9ul4 
HOC hav« endured his anger. 

^ While I liye, my affet^oo caanpt be^ diverted^ 
from you, an4' it will furvive m^ ;««you are iny 
wife, notwtfhihiBc^iBg yo>urm«griage I'^j-his you can^ 
Aot be ; you are mine by pnor right, and I will 
i^ver never quft m^ claims. 

* My recovery woui4 I fuppofe be complete if 
tt were not oppofed by the dejedtion of ray fpirics 
and retarded-by the air of this place, whi<?h is a ^f* 
cafe of itfelf to my coniEtution ; but I think ret. 
lutStantly of 'quitting the garrlfon : it is a fcene of 
confufioh, noifey and horror very well fuited to me^ 
andlwouldftay here did not the Ooveri^or inlifL on 
my returnmg to mj? native country .y^Thither I 

come^ 



come-; T)ut bow to fupport the idea of living in the 
fame kingdom with you, I know not :— time wiU 
.perhaps teach tne. 

'* I have deHred Mr. Gaynham and Harriet to 
meet me at Portfmouth in three weeks after the re- 
ceipt of thb letters I fend now, and mufl then come 
on to Loftdon.-— I hope you will be abfent from it ; 
•if you* are not, need 1 beg you to avorid me ?— * 
notwithftanding all my refolution, Great God de- 
fend me, were I to fee yoti with your hufband, the 
confequences might be fuch as I (hould repent for 
•ever. I ihall, you may be aflured, carefully fliun 
you, and ihould we unfortunately meet, be tt where 
it will, I {hall immediate^ly quit the place ; for 
your fake, I will not excite his jcaloufy^ 

* If any irttcrcourfe fubfifts between my fitter 
and you, which I fhould not doubt but for the 
hatred (he muft bear to your tyrant, I wifli you 
would let her know, when you at any time change 
your place of refidcnce, as I could then keep at a 
-iiftance from you,— O Heaven ! that I ihould dc- 
Cre to be at a diftancc feom you l~it muft be, 
and I muft fubroit« 

* I cannot fay, forget rae wholly ; but do, as 
iar as is neccifary -to your peace : endeavour to de- 
rive comfort from the bkHings left you : yet what 
4ire they ? riches and fplcndour ?— they are empty 
founds, and enSiance mifcry.— No^ my Conftance, 
thefe arc not all : you have the approbation of your 

heart 
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heart to confole you, and in that poiTeffi a treafnre, 
at which even the villainy you are facrlficed to 
cannot deprive you, 

* I have written till I can only add my bell 
wifhes for you, and the aflu ranee that I honour 
you for the virtues you have 'difcovered even by 
this injury to mc. — There is nothing within my 
view that I can reafonablj wiih, excepting that my 
father might once fay that iie had ufed roe 
hardly ; this would be, with reibc<Sl .to hiip, corn- 
pen fation : I do not aik a fhiliing from hitn : let 
him deprive me of my j)atrimony, but not of his 
bleiling* 

* Adieu, 1 fliall ramble till I lofc myfelf anJ 
contradidt all I have advanced. 

* It is needlefs to fubfcribe myfelf 

* youf moft devoted 
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"^ H E feelings- of thfrtwoladies now fhewed them* 
felves differently : Mifs Fitzarthur*S produced a 
Ulent thoughtfulnefs, a placid ferenity, and fmilcs 
tvhicb beamed on her countenance, while the tears 
Started and retreated from her eyes : Lady Harriet 
<!ould not reft two minutes in a place : flie paced , 
backward and forward, talking to herfelf : Hopping, 
iuddenly catching Conftahce's hand, reiterating,— 
O brother ! — ^vhat would I not give to have you 

. heref !'how delighted you will be to fee her. 

'litecurring after contemplation to her particular 

< <:ircumftaHces, Conftance alked Mr, Gaynham if 
lie faw any neceflity for her poftponing till the 
morning to fend her fmal anfwer to Lord Farnford. 

-^-^That depends, he replied,— -on the purport of 
your anfwer : you talked of going to him, and 
furrehdering yourfelf : if you ftill think that eligible,- 

. i adrife your waiting till the moriiihg, left you' fhould 

^ A> bim harm by your news, for I imagine he will be 
" ' 4 ' pretty 
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pretty much elated.«-H0w can you tiifle with me, 
taidConibiioe, inuling at hitgfaTcIy fuppofing what 
lie kneirtobe impoffible: I was igooraiit of the 
bappinefi in fiore for me, when I made that iefolu-> 
tioB, and harii^ defpaired of comfort for myfelf, 
fought it for him: I need not tell jrou what anfwer 
I HmU fend, but I wifh todoit in m gentle a man* 
neras lean: I foom to infolt him, and would be 
particularly caoQout to aToid whaterer looks like' 
fiuicy triumph : advift me dieik how I (hall a£t. 

Why then foriooilyy repHed Mr. Gay nham^ you 
had betto- Icare die matter to me : I will fas yaar 
Ladyihip^s quondam huflnnd to-monow, send tell 
him what you determine Qn«~*Why not to-night ? 
ilie rejoined ; the fooner he knows it, the fooner hi» 
fufpenfe will be relieved. — Not fo fidl, good Lady, 
£ud Mr* Gaynham : I am fure we ihould keep hin& 
awake all night, by depriving Jiim of his hopes £6 
fuddenly, and his ferer would probably return ; 
for, to tell you the truth, he has not yet heard^ 
nor till he has your final refolutioo, muft he hear 
of my brother's being alive : it would be danger^ 
OQS to let him know you are difjpofed of: in the 
morning he (hall be let into the fecre^ and perhaps 
he will want to fee yeu ; but do not you be pre* 
vailed on. 

A natural curiofity arofe in Con(hince*s mund, 
to know how Mr. Gaynham. had fo fuddenly and 
fo opportunely got podefion of f»6b thus is»por<> 
tant to her, which he fattsfied^bj. tellli^ her, that 
he .^as awaked in the moming by the arrival of 
S the 
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the letters iie had fliewn her» thjic he had lent for Lady 
Haniec, to meet hiin at her father's, ia ordo* to 
crnnmuiiicate the mtcltigeiice ; that Lord Ormsng** 
ton was feized with a fit while they were {landing 
by hiniy and jaft as he had heard his fon was alive, 
and that during the (hort eontinuance of life and 
peaf<m, he ezprefled his forrow for his condud to 
Lord Calorne, confeiTed himleif jnftly puniihed in 
not being permitted to fee him, and forgave Lady 
Harriet. Mr. Gaynham, (aid he then, alter hav- 
ing taken his wife home, came to Portman*(quare, 
that he might by degrees aquaint Conlbmce with the 
infonnation he had received; but finding Lord 
Farnford's houfe fuch a icene of confufion^ and 
hearing from Mr. Carwell how much more inte- 
reiBng than he expected his news would prove, 
they agreed on the neceility of all poffible caution, 
and o^ acting as they had done. 

The remainder oi the evening was fully occupied 
in confulting on the deps to be taken in the feveral 
affairs in agitation; after which Conilaifce took 
leave of her friends, enjoying thofe fenfadons 
which ^awaken, not difturb the foul/ and dofed a 
day, which began very inaufpicipufly, with gra« 
titude for the bleffings it had produced. 

She was compofed, but (he could not (leep : (he 
anticipated in imagination the arrival which was to 
terminate all hdr anxiety, and a tin^hire of regret 
now and then intervened, that (he could in no way 
rew^ Lord Farnford's generous relinquifhment ; 

VOL. IV* K (he 
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fte could not entirely funnovnt her fears, that ib 
total a difappoincment wo\iid proye a (Ufcourage- 
menit of his good intentions ; and that, i£ virtue 
was (6 niggardly, he would again enlift under the. 
fiandard of vice :. but neither thefe apprehenfions, 
qor Lord Ormington'a death, were of fuificient 
weight to counterbalance in any degree the. joy (he 
felt. Lord Calomels happinefs^ had long be^n the 
wifh of her heart : to this all inferior circumftances 
mufl yield ; the isnallnefa of Lord Famford's pre" 
tottfiona, even in his refonned ilate, to any uncom- 
mon extenfion of felicity, was not to be denied, 
and Lord Ormington's condu& had not very much ' 
conciliated her affection. 

Mr, Gaynham went in the forenoon of the next 
day to Portman*fquare, and was the bearer of a mol- 
lifying meflage, as well as of ConAance^s ring, which 
ihe had ceafed to wear from the moment when (he 
* ' determined to reftore it : fbe enjoined her amha£ador 

to affiire Lord Famford of her good wiihes for him,, 
and of her gratitude for hb kindnefs ; to exhort 
him to recall Charlotte Lyfcot, that he might erafe. 
a}l former painful remembrancts by making her, and. 
declaring her his wife ; and to intreat him to be re- 
conciled to Lady £mma Peryton. The whole of 
thia^ commiffion Mr. Gaynham pundually dif- 
charged j he brought h^ra formal rfileafe from- his 
Lordihip, written and iigned, a promifc that cvtxj 
part of her requeii (bpuld be compli^ed wid)» and. 
^congratulations on.aa event whici^ bpr now t^pe- 

jate 






4 NO Y. £ L. vJltfi 

rate lover prevailed on himfelf to fay he r^oiced inf* 
—He had anticipated a hint of the efficacy of ab- 
fence inliis cafe, by telling^ Mr. Gaynham, he pur- 
pofed fending immcdittAy for Charlotte Lyfcot, 
marrying her publicly, and then retiring mth her 
for a year to his houfe at Pi^tbourne, that he might 
detach himfelf from his former connedions, and give 
his go^ refoludons time to ^rengthen : after this 
if he did not find himfelf entirely cured of his pa(P 
iion, he faid he fhould go abroad with his mf^, and 
leave nothing undone that could teilify bis fenfe.of 
the injury he had done her and her family, and his 
forrow for the life he had led. He feemed Very 
willing to give up all the pkafures he had fo eagnrly 
purfued, and though his enlightened mind (hewed 
him that flight was not victory, as he faw the for^ 
mer neceiTary to the latter, he refolved to uie it as 
the means of this defirable end, and not to fee Mifs 
Fita»rthur till he was certain ihe was beconuc: in>* 
different to him : his health had continued mending ; 
and at paiting he requeued Mr. Gaynham, to be 
prefent when he married Charlotte, which, as her 
brother would ibt out for France at a few houra 
notice, he hoped would be in the courie of teA 
days. 

It wa^ no trifling addition to C(mftanGe*s enjoyw 
ment to find that be who had ib effentially, how* 
ever fortuitoudy contribwied to it, would not be 
made wholly u&happy ; fingul^kity in felicity was 
a folecifm in. her idea, flie was convinced it was ever 

K J in- 
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increafed by communicadoD, jnd that the greater 
number of portioni it was divided into, the larger 
was each one's (hare. 

Mr. Gaynham having given all necellary direc« 
tions refpeding the deceaied Earl's fuoeral, and be- 
ing aAAt to do little towards iettling his affairs till 
hit Ton's arrival^ propofed a return to Oadiam^ as 
it would be beneficial to ConCbmce's health, and keep 
her out of Lord Farnford's reach, in cafe he ihould 
relax of his fteadinefs ; to.this, tM incerefted in it 
readily confented, and orders were given for th^ 
departure the next day. 

In the evening, Mr. Cari^cil came to Burlington- 
ftreet, to join his congnttulations and good wiihes 
to thofe of Confiance's other friends : ihe begged 
and obtained his forgivenefs of her unjuft anger, 
and all her doubts refpcfting Lord Farnfbrd were 
prevented, by an account of his penitent acqui* 
eficenec in what had been propofed, and of his hav- 
ing already feQt for Mifs Lyfcot. 

The |;ood which Mr. Carwell derived from this 
new connection, he attributed folely to Conftance, 
idio on .her part, thought the weight of obligation 
to preponderated with her, as to annihilate all ihe 
could, even in imagination, have 'conferred : (he 
learnt with infinite fatisfa6tion, that Mr. Carwell 
was to quit Lord George Brenvllle's family, to 
' remain in London no longer than to diicharge him- 
fti£ of the affairs committed to his management, 

hlLk.- 
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and then to fetch his wife out of Scotland : Lord 
Farnford having fo rewarded him, as enabled him 
to relide in England. 

, Some little difficulty arofe in converfation about 

^he method of gratifying Lord Calorne in his wifli 

tliat Mr. Gaynham and Lady Harriet fliould meet 

him at Portfrnouth, as Conflance did not chufe to 

accompany them, and muf( therefore be left alone : 

her obje^^ions to going were allowed admifiible ; 

for, though (he confelTed her impatience to fee 

him fhe expe(ftcd, ihe could not overcome the no* 

tioA of indelicacy in waiting at a fea-port town 

the arrival ot her lover, efpecially as he did not 

purpofe meeting her in that charafter. It was 

therefore agreed, that fhe (hould accept an invitation 

Mrs, Aiftrey had in' eve.ry letter repeated, and 

remain with her during the abfence of her friends. 
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CHAP. XXVU 



hbpektakce. 



WITH fenfations very different from tltbfi^ 
with which fhc quitted Oatham,* fhc re* 
turned to it, and now all her and her frieiid'a en* 
deavours were directed to remove the confequences 
of her afiU6iions : this was facilitated by the prof- 
pe£t before her, which prefenting to her view all 
fhe could irationally wi(h in the world, . filled hex 
mind with ineffiit>le joy and gratitude, and a few 
days exhibited her charai^er in a light which, fince 
her firfl leaving Marllonbyry, it had rarely been 
feen in. 

One week of expe<5tation was elapfed, when LoVd 
Farnford wrote to Mr^ Gaynham, requefting ta 
fee him at Mount Felix on the day next but one 
following, when he intended in the face of the 
world to marry Mifs Lyfcot : he hinted a wifh thai 
he might afterwards be permitted to vifit Con- 
ilai}ce ; but flie, forry to find him fo inclined to 

ftart 
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tlart afide frotn his intended courfc^ {hook her head, 
at heanngir, and faid it muflnotbe« ^ 

On the day named, Mr. Gaynham went U> 
Mount Felix, and returning in the evening,, gave 
Lady Harriet and Conftance fuch an account of 
X#oiW Farfeferd's couvarfimon, of his behaviour to 
Charlotte^ who was brought frorb her father's i>i 
the morning, and of hia cxpr^ilions of forrdw for 
lu» condudt to Mifs Fitzarthur, as removed the 
Tciy defenfible hatred o£ her, who^ for her bro* 
ther's fake, abhorred hini, atid drew th« fincereft 
piQTf forgiveoefs, and even eAeenif froi^.her who 
haA £0 long dreaded him. 

To miake his atonement more public than lus 
ttmnfgreflioa, he was married in the parifh churchy 
and had fignified that every mark of refped ftieW'ix 
CO hi9 wife^ would be an obligation on him^ inti- 
tttattag that he (hould refent v^y refie£)iion caft on 
lier. He begged Mr. Gaynham to ailiire Coo- 
fiance, that he felt 1^0 reludlance to this fubmiflion, 
and that nothing was wanting to complete it, but 
her being finally, difpofed of, after which he faid 
he would ilrive to wean his thoughts entirely from 
lier, till his paflion was cooled into friendflaip, and 
would cultivate his revived love for Charlotte with 
the utmoU aiTiduity, 

As he found it moft prudent to retire from every 
place .where he had feen Confiance, he had written 
and giveft to Mr, Gaynham '6 cuftody the following 

K 4 letter 
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letter tar Lord Caioracy which, that Mifs Fitzar- 
thur might know his fentimeots, he had fbrborn 
to fcal. 

• My Lord, 

' The eiMM'iiiities I hare been 
guilty of towards you have almoft excluded me from 
the right of addreffing you, and I am apprehenfive 
that my prefumption in aiking your pardon witt 
snake you refufc it : yet, that I fhould addrefs you, 
that I ihould aik it, that I fhould acknowledge and 
explain many of the indignities you have fuffered, it 
fo indifpeniibly neceifary to your fatisfa<SHon and 
my peace, that I cannot remain iiient ; but niuO: 
rifque whatever cenfure you may pafs on my au- 
dacity. 

* I wi(h you and Mifs Fitzarthur to know what 
fliare each of thofe who have contributed to your dif- 
treiTes had in the various fchemes I concerted for 
my fucccfs : the whole load of guilt I take on my- 
felf ; it is not my intention to paUiate any circum- 
ftance, or to fcreen mylelf, nor would I confefs that 
I had any abettors, could I not plainly prove that 
they a6led under my influence. 

* That love was my motive, I need hot tell you; 
that it was, though unjuftifiablc, fincere, my a£ti- 
ons have too well evinced, and that even it's fince- 
rity was criminal, I ought long ago to have per- 

^ ceived ; indeed I did perceive it ; I cannot plead 
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Ignorance ; I will not ufe difguife ; I have always 
oppofed the light, of confcienccy I have been deaf to 
it's reiterated calls, and was determined at any price 
to purchafe what I fought. 

* Having heard much of Sir Edward Fitzarthur's 
daughter, and that {he was to come to London with 
her aunt, I prevailed on Mrs- StaVenell to agree 
to our meeting and travelling together, in order 
that I might indulge my curioiity : my truly kind 
filler Maria dilluaded me fron this, warning me 
that I was, at leaft, feeking fources of uneafinefs, 
as, from the account given of her, I was fo anxious 
10 fee, ihe was aifured I could not be long indiffer- 
ent, to her, and, as her engagement to Lord Rey- 
colm rendered all hopes unreafonable, I pretended 
to be convinced I could wichfland whatever might 
be the effect of an interview, and -I perfilled in my 
refolution. 

• , • At this time I was under a pi^omife to many ^ 
Mifs Lyfcoc, a condderation that ought to have 
deterred me, but I was not to be deterred ; and^ re- 
gardlefs of all Mafia's cautions, remonflrances, and 
intreaties, notwith (landing I faw ilie had a fbrebo^ 
tling of the confequence, and that it made her un- 
happy, I went to Mrs. Stavenell's, and my teme- 
rity was punifhed. I behaved durmg the firft day 
fo as to embarrafs and dilgufTMils Fitzarthur, and ' 
I foon found all deficiency in experience fb amply 
fupplied by good fenfe, as to deprive me of every 
expc^tioD of winning her by common methods. 

K s * What 
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* What I felt, I deferred: but it was intolerable: 
I incrufled Mrs. Suveaell^ who has always been 
too cruelly kind to roe, with my incipient paffibn ; 
I made -her believe Lord Reycolm my only oppo<> 
nent ; I reprefented to her the advantage which 
my fortune gave me, and how beneficial a match it 
would be for her niece, and I wrought on her to 
pity me; but I could not induce her to aid me ef- 
ficiently ; the moil flie would confent to was that, 
as I faid my having accefs to Mifs Fitzarthur was 
the only condition on which I would keep my love 
for her a fecret, I ihould be allow'ed to fee her and 
to try what afiiduity would do : this failed ; I em- 
ployed my younger filler to plead for me, and with 
no better fucc^fs. 

* Before Lord Reycolm came over, I was too 
well pcrfuaded that I had other difficulties to enr 
counter ; Mifs Fitzarthur manifeiled an averfioa 
to me which damped my joy at hearing (he was dif- 
cngaged : I faw that I Oiould ruin my hopes by 
avowing them to her, and therefore, cnj<Mfik^ Mrs^ , 
Starenell to keep her f^m Lady Maria durii^ my 
abfenc^, I went to Sir Edward, and with eafc ob- 
tained his confent and fupport. I now underva* 
lu«d i \s daughter's willing . acqukfceace, and 
pleafedmyfelf with thinking it beyond a doubt that 
Ihe would fubmit to his choice ; but heit I was 
difappoioted ; fiTifs Fitzarthur knew very well what 
dhity required of her, and awase that I had iiapofed > 

r 
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04 her fathtr* rej>ulfe4 me : flie wrote to him, and 
fo did I by the iame pofi: : I fucceeded fo far as to 
prevail with him to exert his authority and com* 
mand her obeidience ; but ihe conquered, and he 
prohibited my folicitation^ in fuch terms as fhewed 
that, though he regretted his. daughter's inflexi- 
bility, he would refent my importuning her. 

* I was now firmly of opinion that you was my 
rival, for my natural vanity made me think it im- 
poffible fhe could refufe me without ^ prepoflTeflion : 
and I told her fo : ihe affurod me I was miflaken, 
and condefcending to fay, upon her honour, that 
you had never declared yourfelf,* I was forced to 
believe that fhe reje^ed me for my own fake,> and I 
grew defperate. Soon after, I heard how ihe had 
been afib^Led by feeing you thrown from yout 
korfe, and I then was convinced that you were the 

V V 

the impediment to my wifhes> though you did not 
kiK>w that you was fo highly favoured. I wrote 
to her in the heat of difappointment and rage,^ and, 
my piide aiding me^ I determined to ceafe the pur- 
f»it ; but, while we were at enmity, I found it fo 
diflicult to fupprefs my love, I was fo much hurt 
lU; feeing Mrs. Suvenell come to my houfe alone, 
i was fo forry for my offence, and fo completely 
Wished, .'that If employed Maria to intercede for 
me: on « promife that I would behave with dif- 
<retipt^,^a&^ t)^^^\ would not refent the attach- 

* * 

IHIM 9l>M:h ^gsta to be xi^le betyreea 70U aod 

Mifs 
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Mifs Fitzartbur, my filler undertook the office, asid 
we were reconciled. 

* All my hopes being now at an end, I endea- 
voured to reft fatisfied with the portion of her fa- 
vour which I enjoyed ; but my cxeitions were too 
weak: I was unhappy, and I had no profpe6^ of 
being otherwife, for I need not tell you that Mifs 
Fitzarthur's friendftiip, even if the whole of it had 
been bellowed on me, would not have contented 
me. At the time when I thought I mull of nccef- 
fity cede to you, I heard from from Metward, that 
Lord Ormington was entangled by an application 
from Mr. Ecklow, which was too advantage- 
ous to be difregai-ded, but which a confent he had 
given to your addreffing Mils Fitzarthur, oppofcd: 
the firft hint that your father wifiied to retrad, pre- 
fented fuccefs to my view ; I went to him, and 
confult d with him on the means of detaching you 
from Mifs Fitzarthur. I knew there was nothing to 
be done while you continued to think well of each 
other; and therefore, having learnt of Lady Emma 
jlbme particulars of a converfation (he had over- 
heard between you, I accepted a propofition .of 
her*s to write three letters as from Mifs Fitzarthur 
to you ; two of them containing affignations, which 
we contrived Ihe Ihould keep, the third reproach- 
ing you with cruelty and neglect : thefe^ I was cer- 
tain, would tf fguft you, and in the mean time 1 
zdvittd Lord Grmington's alarming her, aioKl jnak- 

ing her fufpeft you. 

* The 



A N O V ^ L. 22g 

* The hazard I ran in this part of my operations, 
was fuch a9 kept me in continual terror : on its 
iucccfs mine wholly depended, and X dreaded your 
meeting Mifs Fitzarthiir, left you (hould tax her with 
what you thought flie had done, and thus become 
friends again ; had you done fo, you had entirely 
defeated my fcheme. 

* As it was not my intention to ferve your father 
only, i waited for Mifs Fitzarthur's cooling towards 
you, which I loon perceived fhe did ; and, grown 
confident, I fancied that, out of revenge to you, 
ihe would accept me, if I did not mar my projedt, 
by being t( o urgent ; but a more immediate (jppor-^ 
tunity of fecuring her, prefented itfelf, and I feized 
it. I called one evening at Mrs* Stavenell's, and 
heard fyom- her that her niece purpofed a fuddeii 
return to Marftonbury : of this I availed myfelf, 
by pretending that I was going to Farnford with my 
fillers, and I perfuaded her to accompany us ; of 
the tranfa£fe)ns of the journey, you are well in- 
formed, 

* Soon after this, I heard of Sir Edward's 
death : 1 inftantly wrote to his daughter, not fup^ 
plicating, but demanding her ; and to this the an* 
fwer I received, was a refufal from Lady Barbara : 
it d\d not quite difpirit me : I cdnfefs I hoped Mifs 
Fitzarthur was friendlefs, and, having loft my fifter 
Maria, I had no reftraint : I leafrnt that Mifs Fitz- 
ardiyrwas in town, and there]foi« went thither t 

but 
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bur before my inquires to find her were fuccef&ful, 
I accidentally met with her at Mrs* Stavenell's, 

* Of knowing my intention, when I undertook 
the charge of her, Mrs. Stavenell muit be acquit- 
ted : nobody was privy to this fcheme, and (he did 
all in her power to prevent an interview afterwards, 
by pofitively refufing to tell me with whom Mi6 
Fitzarthur was in London. 

* Fortunately for rac, the daughter of the gen- 
tleman at whofe houfe ihe was, came to fetch her 
from Mrs, Stavenell's, in the evening of the day 
oh which I met her there ; and an invitation was 
given me to Mrs. Aiilrey's in Bedford-row : there 
I prefently difcovered I had no chance of carrying 
my point ; Mifs Fitzarthur had the protection ihe 
needed, and could at any time baniih me : I tried 
the eSed of a letter to Mrs* Aifirey, bat it did not 
fuoceed. I therefore only improved opportunities 
of feeing her, by endeavouring to iiifpire her with 
confidence in me : till an accido»t, with which, I 
prefume, you are acquainted, occafioning hor to 
remove dience, I fet out on a ^ew plan, ^d deter- 
mined not to fail for want of circumlpe^on r 
any algrm from me, I fuppofed, would drive her 
from London, fcur which reafon I kept at a di^bnce, 
gnd wi&od her to h^ oonvinccMd that I had given up 
^ech^e before I made another effort* 

. * Th^ nfxt engine I en^ployed was^ Lady Geor^ 
JktnvUkf who knew die perfoo vitb whom MHk 

Fitz- 
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Pitzardiur lodged : I told her my fituatlon, my 
hopes, my views, and my anxiety for her reco- 
very from a very dangerous fever, with which 1 
learnt (he was then ftruggling : Lady George en- 
gaged to fervc me, and making an intimacy with 
her, under the appearance of friendfhip, invited 
her to be her gueft. I wiflied the world to know, 
that I was to marry Mifs Fitzarthur, becaufc I 
thought the notoriety of my paffion might be an 
inducement with her ; but i^ was my policy to keep 
her in ignorance of my refolution to obtain her by 
ibme means or other, till I had fecured myfelf 
againft difappoinment : for thefe reafons, I told my 
acquaintance that I was to have her, at the fame 
time enjoining them not to let her hear I had 
mentioned it : fhe was fometimes difconcerted, by, 
the notice this attracted : but as, ihe could not find 
out whence it arofe, I thought my difficulties 
abated, and that when fhe wa8~ convinced that our 
re-mar iage was the public expedation, &e would 
not have courage t6 refufe me. 

* With this opinion I jcould not long flatter my^r 
felf : it was apparent that I gained no ground, that 
ber fpirit was neither to be bowed by misfortune^ 
oor warped by iolicitation^ and that fhe was not to 
be fo terrified to my purpofe. I then vowed ihe 
ihould be mine by force, and pref ailed on Lord 
and Lady George Brenville to aid me in compellii^ 
her. The method we agreed on was, that I fhould 
meet ber at Lord George's in the country, where 

Mr. 
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Mr. Carwell undertook to read the fcrvke, pro- 
Tided this was all he was required to do, and 
I was fatisfied, as I have always *bcen, till expe- 
rience taught me the contrary, that Mifs Fitz- 
arthur would foon be reconciled to our cocnec- 
tion,, when flie faw herfcif in an irremediable fitu- 
ation : this fchcme, you undoubtedly know, was 
defeated by Mr. Carwell, though apparently by 
another circumftance, which (he ailigncd to Lady 
George, as a reafon for breaking with her, and 
leaving her. 

•' It MTSA not till by chance I faw Mifs Fitzarthur 
coming out of a houfe in Conduit-ftreet, that I 
could afterwards trace her. I was there informed 
that (he was called Mifs Conflance, and I was 
provoked at this difguife, becaufe I knew it was 
aifumed to fcreen herfelf from me ; but I had then 
no remedy .; and fh^riiy after hearing you h^d met 
livrith her, and wer^ to be married immediately ^ I 
gave up all exped^ations. 

* To your letter, requiring me to aik her par- 
don, I had written a challenge in.anfwer, trufling 
to the hope, that I might, at leaft, remove either 
you or myfelf : from this Metward diffuaded me ; 
adviiing me rather to' comply, amd to exert lyiy 
powers for the purpofe of circumventing you i 
I readily confented, and chofe the follovring ineant 
jTor it : 

* I bribed one of Mrs* 6aynham*3 fervants^to 
qiut her and come to jpe, and, as he hadfrequently 

car* 
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carried meflkges to Burlington-ilreet, I fent one 
by him, as from hb former Miflrefs, defiring to fee 
Mtfs -Fitzarthur : this fucceeded, and^ with a de- 
gree of rapture which aggravates my £ns, I faw 
the obje(5l of my wiflies once more in my power : it 
was my refblution to marry her, even iliould it be 
as much as ever againft her will, and then without 
delay to take her to the country, or, in cafe her 
friends fhould be very much incenfed, into France ; 
but I found her, as I might have ezpedted, fo im« 
movcably firm, that, without the hazard of drivmg 
her mad, I could not perfift : I therefore fubmitted 
to wait, confident that it was impoffible fiie could 
efcape me. 

* I had been told that Lord Ormingtoh oppofed 
your marrying her as firenuoufly as before (he quit« 
ted London^ and infifted on your accepting Mifs 
Ecklowy who herfelf had given out that (he was to 
be your wife, though in fuch terms as I have fince 
recolledtedy bore two coniVrudtions, and I hoped, 
however incredible, that you had been wrought on 

to deceive Mifs Fitzarthur. -The morning after I 

had decoyed her to my houfe, your wedding was, to 
my inexprelfible joy, and almoft equal furprize, an- 
nounced in the Herald, and readily believed what it 
was my intereflihould be true, I engaged ro prove it: 
this I did, not only to Mifs Fitzarthur's fatisfa^iont 
but really to my own, a compad^ having been 
concluded between us that, if I fubftantiated the 

charge 
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charge, (he ihould yield, if I failed, tliat I ihouid 
teftore her to her friends, 1 claimed her coinpUance 
and, after much difficulty, perfuadmg, intimidate- 
tt*ff» promifing, and threatening that which I nevcf 
was fo abandoned as to intend esecutitig, I com* 
pelted her to fay flie would marfy tat* T€» fiscll 
' extremity had I driven her by terrifying hei" witk 
the idea of being carried to Mount Felhc^ that ift 
unutterable grief, with teart that would hare turn- 
ed obduracy to compallon, aad on her knees, Ib/t 
colle6bed the whole force of lovely wretchcdaeii f» 
tnove me, I was moved, but not to forego jsl viBsorj 
whkh was now mine t i oonicnted to her r^lkiainua^ 
in town, on condition of heracquiefcence, and that 
file (hould afterwards maintain herfelf to be my wife, 
in order to fhield me from a profecution. 

* My own impatience defeated my view, and 16 
it I am indebted fbr the. abiHty to renounce 1MG& 
Fitzarthur : Metward was out of the way wheii I 
had brought her to compliance, and, fearful that 
file ihould retradl, Lmade my fteward officiate in his 
flead, well aiTured that I fhould find it eafy, on 
pretence of other informality, to perfuade her to a 
re^raarriage ; for, however heinous my fins, I fo- 
Icmnl'y proteft I never entertained a wifh to fecure 
to myfelf the liberty of deferring her ; my love for 
her was not fo criminal in it's fpecies as in the de- 
gree of it ; to be her hufband was the felicity I 
^imed at^ and I thought myfelf gratified. I mar- 
ried 
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lied her :— thank Heaven, illegally j— all my care 
now-appeared orer^ when in truth it wa» commea* 

* I foonhad reafon to repent what I had xlone t 
though in her own opinion *my wife, (he was un« 
changedi and I depended on time and defpair alone 
£ar any portion of the happinefs for which I had 
facrificed every thing. ■ 'As I had fecured her» 
and left I ihould impel her to fi>me a£t of violenoc^ 
I yielded to her ref ufal to fee me, and deternuned t<> 
vfe lenient meafures.-«<- At the begining of the next 
day (he deiired to go to your fiiiec, and I permitted 
k) being morally certain that, as you had deceived 
ber, (he would return home, if not moremine^ left 
your's i but her &tty rendering me fufpicious and 
vneafy, I went to fetch her, and on entering the 
room at Mr« Gaynham's, inftantly perceived that 
my infororation refpe6ting Mifs Eclclow muft be 
erroneous* I had then* no refource but fuppoftiog 
my claim, and this at any rate I refolved to do* 

* There is, I believe; hardly any other ciroum- 
fiance of this infamous buHnefs, that tequires ex- 
planation ; you know what fhe fufiered in confer 
quence of the fprcc (he had fubmitted to, and how 
I was brought to my fenfes. I have nothing to 
plead in j unification or excuie, nor can I derive^ 
comfort from any reflection, excepting that all my 
views were difappointed : tnflead of our intimacy 
increadng, after we were married, the diftance be-. 
<;ame greater between us : i was obliged to aikher 

pqri 
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permillinn to fee her, and even when tl»at was ob^ 
talned, and fhe had fo far conquered herfelf as to 
admit my vifits voluntarily, her deportment and 
looks infpired me with fuch awe^ that I often felt 
it difficult to addrefs her. I was forced to make 
conceffioni which I had refolved againfl, her power 
orer me was abfolute, and fuch a change had die 
wrought in me, that at the time when ihe let off 
for Oatham, I could rather hare confented to her 
bring feparated from me for ever, than have done 
any thing to difoblige her. She candidly accepted 
my Towi of reformation ; (he generoufly told me, 
if I would be kind to her, {he would not reproach 
me ; and it became the purpofe c£ my heart to 
accommodate the remainder of my life to her notkMis 
of rectitude. 

' My fituatlon, when I parted from her to meet 
Lord George Br^nville, I am fure you will pity : 
no torture ever equalled what I underwent, but I 
merited it, and infinitely more. I had a cowardly 
prcfcntiracnt, that I (hould not furvive, and I had 
no confolation to look to : I faw eternity before 
me : I law my fins recorded, and I could not ex- 
clude horror. 

* The intervention of Supreme Mercy, has 
refcued me from- the mifery that awaited me then, 
and I rejoice in my prefent Hate ot wrei-chediiefs.— 
I truft you have nothing now to fear from- me ; but, 
if you are not perfedly fatisfied, I pledge myfelf 
to conform to whatever your fecurity demands • I 
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jun, to-morrow morning) to make all the atone« 
ment in my power to injured innocence, by mar- 
rying Charlotte Lyfcot, which, from my heart, I 
moft willingly do i yet I will not impofe on you ; 
I {till love Mifs Fitzarthur as ardently as ever^ 
thougii lefs madly : efleem, refpe^t, gratitude, the 
fincereft pity for her^ and abhorrence of myfelf, 
are the fenfations excited at this moment in my 
breaft ; and, in my prefent temper of mind, J, 
would fooner kill myfelf than diftrefs her. 

• It is as impoilible for me to acknowledge the ob- 
ligations I am under to her charity, as to annihilate 
the crimes I have been guilty of: wh^t I fuffered 
fix>m my rencontre with Lord George, was mitigaited 
much by her'afliduity : (he impaired her health by 
attending me ; and (be prayed for my life, when 
fhe mufl; have widied I had never bce^n borne* I 
pretend to no merit in my renunciation of her, and 
can only hope that the conflict I endured at the 
time, will be accepted as a part of my puniihment : 
but for Mr, Carwell I could not have bornfe it : he 
infixed on it, he convinced me that it was indifpen- 
&bly required, and I fubmitted to it, that I might 
avoid a r ejaic tition of the agonies I had fuffered. 

* I intend retiring firom whatever can recall Mifs 
Fitzarthur to my remembrance ; and« could I 
find an expreffion that would convince you of my 
fincerity, I would affure you, that I will omit no- 
thing that can eradicate ; this unfortunate paiHon 
which has produced torment greater than you can 

ima- 
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imagniey and ho other gratificadon than that of 
receiving her, to whom from excefs of love I was 
cr-uel, in my arms, when (he fainted at hearing 
herfelf pronounced my wife, and that of having 
(bftened her to fMty when it was too late to improve 
her favourable dlipofition* 

* You, Lord Calomc, hare a mind above re* 
jotcing at. my defeat : you will *fcel for the*villain 
you execrate : I do not deferve compaffion* I 
wiih I could make you any reparadon for the many 
wretched hours I have occafioned you^ and for the 
accumulated violence and indignities I have ofiered 
to you, through her yvhom I knew to be wholly 
your*s ; but forrow and repentance is the utmofi of 
roy ability. I have no haughtinefs left; thank 
Heaven) my fpirit is broken, and that which till 
now I - ihould have called mean fubmiffi(»i, is more 
than I can pretend a title to. I implore your par- 
don ; I would afk it perfondly, but I muft fly from 
Mifs Fitzarthur, andifpoffible, from myfeljf. ' 

* I leave you m the enjoyment of all that this 
world can beftow : peace of niind, bounded defires, 
and the pofieffion of Mifs Fitzarthur, towhofe love 
for you I can bear teftinony, as } am a(bamed to 
fay, I can to. her tried, virtues ; you are happy, you 
deferve to be fo : I am miferablc, and equally me- 
rit it : my time mufl be fpent in penitence and con* 
trition,. and he alone who has cdllbd me from* a iife 
of fill, can tell whether my tepentance can ever he 
rendered acceptable. 

I ho- 



A N O V E t« 33f 

* 1 honour you for your C0ndu(fl, -and am I hope 
lij3C€frc In wilhing the continuance, and improvement 
of your felicity : I am fure, could I any way pro- 
mote it I (hould feel'pleafure in doing it; but do 
not truft me ; my refolutions are^feeble, though 
good; and, that you may guard againfl me,. I will 
own that were Mifs Fitzarthur to fay, pity for the 
man (he has regarded as her hulband, couhterba- 
lanced her^aifedion for you, I (hould again be un*. 
ju ft and you unhappy. 

^ I have the honour to be, 

* With the utmoft refped, 

* Your moft obedient humble fervant 

* F A&N FQRp/ 
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HI S Lordihip*s difthift of himfelf was a proof 
of his fincerity and a fure prognoffic of his 
conqucft over his greateft enemy, his own temper: 
he had been minute in fulfillbg every jun6Hon laid 
on huiiy and had offered the oUve branch to Lady 

£mmft| 
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Emma, who, by rejeding it, corroborated the ob- 
fervation that no affe£Hon, not even that which is' 
the offspring of confanguinity, can be permanent 
where there b not a bails of friendfhip. 

His love, being now guided into a proper chan- 
nel, made him anxious to contribute to Mifs Fitz- 
Arthur's happinefs and eafe : he therefore wifhed to 
explain to her relations and friends the whole of his 
condu^ that not even the ihadow of imputation 
might reft on her fpotlefs fame ,* and cohimiffioned 
Mr* Gaynham to procure from her the, names of 
thofe whom her regard entitled to fatisfa£tion« 

Conftance had devoted her firft intervals of lei* 
fure to writing to Lord Reycolm, whom Ihe knew 
her deliverance would rejoice, and telling him Lord 
Calorne was coming home, (he left him to draw 
what he thought the mofl natural inference ; to Mrs. 
Aidrey, relating her various tranfitions, and inqui- 
ring whether (ho nught with convenience become 
again hergueft ; and, that fhe might be afcertained 
n£ her expe6tations, to Lord Druniffeme. Fearing 
that the defeat of Mrs. Stavenell's labours for Lord 
Farnfdrd fliould renew the family breach, ihe did 
not omit adreifing her : and in pacific terms begged 
that hereafter no mention might be made, nor any 
remembrance retained, of the difagreeable events of 
fhe laft twenty months ; this offered a£t of oblivion 
was fooh anfwered by acceptance, and Mrs. Stave- 
x^ell now rejoiced with her niece, from a motive of 

op- 
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oppofition to her former favourite, of whofc ingra- 
titude ftie vehemently complained, and wkofc dc- 
fe<flion from her had produced a refolution in her 
mind, that as loftg ftsjbe li*uedjhe would never Jirive 
to pleafe any hody again ^ 

The return to her queries refpc<5ting her affairs at 
Marftonbury was this: that at Chriflmas die 
houfc would be untenanted, that, as the navi- 
gation was nearly completed, fhe might felt the 
eflate to confiderable advantage, or, if (lie chofe to 
keep it, timber might, in the courfe of a few years, 
be felled, fufficient to pay off the mortgage* 

The conclufion from thefe prcmrfes was, that, 
ihould the now Earl of Ormington arrive fafe, and 
refume.his hitherto defeated intention of mar- 
rying Mifs Fitzarthur, he would have with her 
a net income of 1800I. a year,- and an cftate which 

might be improved to as much more.- ^Witb 

regard to herfelf, Conftance had no value for 
riches; but fhe was much pleafed with thus hav- 
ing it in her power to make fuch an addition to 
Lord Ormington's revenue as was fuitable to hit 
raiik : fhe deferred refolving on any thing till fhe 
had his concurrence, excepting that, unlefs it wat 
his wifh, Marflonbury fhbuld not be fold, or be 
the refidence of any family but his. 
. There was, beEde this intelligence, a paragraph 
in her uncle's letter, which gave her pleafu re equal 
to the report of her wealth : the incumbent of the 
living of Marftonbury, had been promoted, and 
. VOL* IT. L meant 
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meant to refi^ it; as Sir Edward Fitzarthur had pur- 
chafed the advowfon, his heirefs had the right of pre- 
fentation ; and having learnt of Mr. Gaynham that 
her intention was pra^cable, (he rcfolved to teftif j 
her gratitude to -Mr. Carwell, by giving it to him, 
ta h was well worth his acceptance, and would ob- 
Yiate all the reg^t ihe felt, at his being placed fo 
far from her. 

She communicated whatever related to her for- 
tune to-^ Mr. Gaynham, and took his advice on 
every ftep : when fhe told him to what, her expedb* 
tions amounted, he hinted, the prudence of with* 
holding the information, for a littlci time, from his 
brother, left the joy of finding her fhould, of it- 
felf, be as much as he could bear, without injur* 
ing his health : ihe coincided In this opinion, and 
was delighted with the thought of referving 
fomething to add to his happiaefg. 

Mrs. Aiftrey, havmg received, as (he* wifhed, 
her offer of a vifit, but advifing, as Lord Orming- 
ton's aff^rs muft rarry hira firft to London, that 
their meeting (bould be at her houfe in Bedford-row, 
for which purpofe fhe had on the, day after the 
receipt of her letter, quitted the coxmtry. Con-, 
ftance took leave of Lady Harriet two days before 
her Lady fliip was to fet out,- and, accompanied by 
Mr. Gaynham, returned to a houfe whence ihe had 
been unjuftly exiled. 

But the welcome ihe met with' was fuch >aa obli* 
terated all fenfe of what (he had fufiezvd there.-** 

Mrs. 



Mrs. Aiitrey*8 joy was, as her frie&dfhip had um- 
fbrmly been, maternal, and fhe feemed to Ihifilc 
the preference Mifs Fitzarthur gave td her houfv, 
aB obligation. All that could tefify affcaion, all 
that couH recorapence former hardfhips, mlnfliift. 
ing which flie had really had bo fliare, and altthtft 
could beguile the time of expectation, fhe exerted 
herfelf to do : and Conftance, notwithftafiding h&r 
anxiety; found the days pafs agreeably. As ftie 
could not hope for ^ny previous , warning of Lord 
Ormingtoi^'s arrival, becaufe he could travel 
fafter than the poft, her kind friend was frequent 
in hfcr exhortations to her, to be prepared and cau- 
tious againft being too fanguine t her admonitions, 
made Conf^ance keep a conftant guard over her- 
jfelf, and (he fuficrcd patiently many difappoint* 
ments, if a carriage came to the houfe, or went 
along the ftreet fafter than the ufual pace. 

Mr. Caryvell, who dill remained in to\vn, vifited 
her often ; and at noon, on the iixtji day after ihc , 
came ta Mrs. Aiflrcy, juft as he had called in, 
Xrady Harriet Gaynham was announced. Con*- 
fiance's colour rofe ; (lie met her as (he entered, 
and before fhe could afk why flic came alone, with 
a countenance that baniflied all fear, fhe bid her 
not be alarmed, for Mr. Gaynham would foon be 
with her : her Ladyfliip then relieved the cUrio* 
fity which all prefent participated, by faying Ixird 
Ormington was arrived fate and well, and that ho 
was detcimmed to deliver his difpatches, but would 

^ine with them. 

L 2 Co»- 
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Conflance's agitation at this moment, in fomc 
.meafure, reconciled her to the delay : for (he was 
convinced her bravery Was not, as (he had thought 
it, proof againft every fliock, and that to behave 
as ilie wifhed on fuch an occafion, was not fo much 
in her power as fhe had believed : her eyes fparkled 
at the account Lady Harriet gave of her brother's 
reception of the news : fhe learnt that he was, 
when he lirft came on fliore, extremely dejeded, 
having heard of his father's death, from fome offi- 
cers who came on board the veiTel before he could 
land, but not of his recantation : her LadyOiip faid 
ihe had the felicity of imparting whatever could 
give him pleafure, and clamed commendation for 
her dexterity, as it had produced no ill effect. — And, 
continued ftie, addreffing herfelf to Conftaace, if 
there is the leaft particle of your affe6lion unappro- 
priated, I demand it for him : for your peaceable 
fptrit would have adored him ; he feemed to think 
that happinefs fo much above the lot of humanity, 
required him to divcft himfelf of all human preju- 
dicesr, and he uttered no fentiment but implied gra- 
ritqde for thefe blefiings, love for our dear Mifs 
Fitzarthur, and the moft generous forgivenefs .of 
'Lord Farnford* 

A recital of circumflances fo interefting, was as 
much as fhe, whom they mod concerned, could 
bear : her heart palpitated at the approaching con- 
clufion of her troubles, and the commencement of 
an improved ftate of happinefs ; and fhe retired to 

con- 
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contemplate the fccnc, while flie felt the moft 
lively gratitude to the Great Firft Caufe, who had 
made the extremity of her misfortunes give the 
higheft zeUt to her felicity. 

Mrs Aifh-ey too weH knew the neceility of ani- 
mating her to let her remain alone : fhe foon fetched 
her back, and preached on the text of moderadoui 
while Confbance received her endeavours as tokens 
^of her friendlhip, and was perfuaded they were 
needle fs : Ihe aflured her fhe could now bear 

any degree of joy. For, faidfl\c, after what -I 

have goi\e through, fo often as' my hopes have been 
raifcd and difappointed, I am certain it is impoffi- 

b\e that O Madam! I fliall fink.— Lady 

Harriet, 'tis y^ur coach.— God blefs you do not 
leave me ; I cannot fupport myfelf .— — Mr. Car- 
wcircame to her, and by the time the carriage flop- 
^ ped, ihe had recalled her fugitive fenfes, heartily 
angry with herfelf for a weaknefs which might de- 
prive hereof the plcafure of congratulating Lord 
Ormington on his return. 
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NOW was the moment when Conflancc's forti- 
tude was to undergo it's fevei:cfi tcft. — She hai 
bok ne nnsifurtuQey (he haJ borne fufpence^ hope, fear, 
and difappoiDtment, in fuch a manner sis evinced the 
natunil llrcn^thof hermind; but whether nature had 
it in her pou er to beilow as much as fo trying anoc* 
caiion called for, was problematical, and the event 
Shewed the deficiency.— Lord Ormingtqn had the 
prudence and forbearance to follow Mr. Gaynham^ 
but all caution, all exertion was inadequate to the 
purpofe : Mr. Carwcll could not hold her ; (lie 
dxfengaged herfelf, and flying acrofs the room^ 
Lord Ormington in fpeechlefs joy caught her ii^ 
his arms, where the internal commotion overcom* 
ing all her efforts^ flie yielded to a force (be could 
not oppofe, and refigned the ufe of her facuU 
ti(n« 

Forefeeing, notwithflanding all her valiant 
boa^g, what would be the cpnfequence of this 

meeting. 
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meeting, her friends had the means for her recoreiy 
at hand ; but it was hot eafy to get her away from 
XfOrd Ormington :• he feemed to forget that air waa 
]»ecei&ry to her reviying,. till, after a few moments, 
that genuine love for her, which ever; while he waa 
bimfelff predominated, made him fubmit, aud, at 
the fuggeflic^n of his iiiier that fhe might agaia / 
faint if file faw him as foon as (he openpd her eycs» 
he went out of the room, and ftaid till fhe inquired 
for him : he then returned, with an affuraed degree 
of compofure, and (he could anfvver his rcqaett to 
hear from her own mouth that flie was- reilored-to 
Bim, by faying ihe was his whenever he thought fit 
to claim her. 

The party fpent the remainder of the day and the 
evening together, and it being agreed that, as Lord 
Ormington would be at Mr. Gaynham's, Con- 
fiance fliould ftay where flic^ waa, about midnight 
they feparated, his Lordihip having accepted Mrs. 
Aiilrey's invitation, to breakfaft the next morn- 
ihg. 

As foon as he came, fhe went down to him, and 
mutual inquiries fatisfied, he urged her to determine 
on fome arrangement of their affairs, ai his bufineffr 
would afford him little leilure, and he mufl fbpa 
leave town : fhe profefTed herfelf ready to do whate- 
ver could contribute to his peace, but fuggeiied the 
indecorum of theirtnarrying fo foon after his father't^ 
death : of thia. he w^s aware, thohgh he did not 

feem, 
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fccm to attend to it, and Conftance, unwillmg r» 
thwart him, gave up all to his choice, requefting on- 
ly that, if it were not very inconvenient, ftie might 
be married at Marftonbury. The furprize ou his 
eountenance at fuch a propofal made her fmile, to 
explain it (he produced and (hewed to him L«ord 
Drumferne'ff letter, and with a degree of pleafure 
beyond whatever (he had hitherto experienced^ (lie 
heard him fay this world could not afford a 
deiirable gratification M'hich was not within his 
seach. 

Nothing final was agreed on till Mrs. Aiftrcy 
came down, when Lord Ormington ftated their 
difficulty and afked her advice : (he thought with 
Con fiance, that it was decent to wait ; and (he 
thought with his Lordiliip, that it was a difagree- 
able neceflity, as he mufl frequently be at a dif- 
tance, and could hardly perfuade himfelf to . be- 
lieve Mifs Fitzarthur could be fafe any where : 
Mrs. Aiftrey therefore propofed, to accommodate 
both parties, and to elcape equally all cenfure and 
all uneafmefs, that her friend (hould be, asfoonas 
poffible, privately manned, and that their formal 
wedding (hould be deferred till (he was in poflelHon 
.of her houfe at MardonburJ^ : this his Lordfhip 
_ acceded to, and Conftance confented to his procur- 
ing a fpecial licence, to be made ufe of whenever 
he was obliged to leave London. 

Mr. Carwell coming to inquire after Mifs Fitz- 
arthur, before Lord Ormington ended his vi(it, wa^ 

in- 
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intruded with their plan, and engaged to affift it. 
She then told him in what manner flie intended to 
difpofe of the living of Marflonbury ; and, he 
making no objection to the condition, which was, 
that he ihould occafionally refide there, gratefully 
accepted this proof of her regard. 

The fudden revolution of the hood-winked god- 
defs's wheel, had made Condance almofl giddy, 
and when her vifitors had left her, and fhe was 
fufficiently compofed to regard the profped around 
her, {he felt herfelf a new 'creature. With every 
bleffing file thought worthy of alking, with the 
hope of permanent hapj)inefs, increafed by its 
commumication to another, and a conviction that 
every misfortune fhe had experienced, had either 
removed fome impediment to it, or refined her fen- 
fibility of it, ilie was anxious only to prove her- 
felf defcrving of the protection fhe had found, and 
had no wifli, excepting that her mother could look 
down on her, and be a witnefs of the felicity Ihc 
had made her capable of enjoying. 

Though Lord Orniington's time was fully occu- 
pied by public bufinefs, by his own private con- 
cerns, • and by the fettlement of the deceajed Earl's 
diftraCted affairs, he found daily opportunity to fee 
Conftance, either at Mrs. Aiftrey*s or at his lifter's, 
and (lie who clidmed the greateft part in whatever 
alFcCtcd him, faw with pain that, notwithstanding 
all his endeavours, his mind was hurt at his fa- 
ther's having died while he was abfcnt, and that 

L 5. though 
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though the late Lord had,- by his condu^Ely €o ef- 
fe^ually renounced all claim to the regard which is 
the due of merit, that forrow for his death could^ 
be only a natural in^in^ and charitable regret 
that a greater fpace bad- not been allowed him to» 
. retrieve the many errors of hb life, the conlidera- 
fioQ that, even advanctd in years, as he was, it 
was premature, fat heavily on Lord Ormington's 
fjMrits. Conflance made him confers the caufe of 
his dcje^ion, and apprchcnflve leil his fcarcely re-* 
eilablifhed health ihould fuffcr by it, exerted her- 
felf to chear hitxu Her powers and iituation trere- 
equal tx> the talk of confbling tu^ ; and" white hi^^ 
deportment was fucb a< ihewed a manly fenfibility^ 
and ft far greater degree of filial attachment than 
(q unparental a father could clsum, he acknow«^ 
ledged thii reduction of his happinefs no priyil4ont 
of it, and that as much as mortality could hope fbr^ 
fliil remained to him* 

On the invei^igation of bis faxlily affairs, it wa» 
found, that the wiU which had difinherited bin^. 
wa8 not executed, and that that by which he was 
to abide, was made on the death of his mother."-*— 
Ten thoufand pounds were allotted as Lady Har* 
rict*^ fortune; and Mifs -Oreyburne .and' her chil- 
cfren were feparately provided for, by a. deed o£^ 
gift. The paternal eilatCr originally about 14,0001. 
a year, was, through negligence^ mifcondu&, and^ 
X fpirit of tiiffipation» overcharged with claims ;. 
hut. a^ the io£Lumbran^e9 were chiefly anixuities^^ 
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Xn'hofe exiftence ceafed with that of the granter^ it 
was far from being' irretrievable ; and, on the 
whole, in better condition than th< heir to it had 
cxpcdcd. 

A fortnight paffcd unheeded by, and Conftanco 
had the fatisfaftion of feeing Lord Ornxington re- 
flored to his natural health and chearfulnefs : his 
bufinefs in London was then nearly difpatchcd, and 
as h^ profellional duty required him to quit it, he 
claimed Mifs Fitzarthur's performance of her pro* 
inife : fhe readily agreed to it ; Lady Harriet wilhed 
her houfe to be the fcene, and Mrs.. Aiftrey ac* 
cepted an invitation to dinger there with her on tht 
day following. • 

That no notice might be attracted, the evening 
was the time chofen for the ceremony, and Lord 
Ormiagton fo fcrupiuloufly adh«er^ to. his esigage-^ 
ment^ not to urge it till he was to kaye town,, that 
he would not fuffer Mr, Carwell to begin the fer* 
vice before his carriage came to fetch him : th© 
doors then\being locked, he took Conftance's hand^ 
and fearful only left this termination of her misfor« 
tunes fhould be moro than her yet weak fpdrits 
Gould bear, with a conduct that would have taught 
inanity paflion, and fhamcd libertinifm, he rati-* 
fied with his lips jthe vow engraven on his heart,, 
and received the reward of blamelefs love and noblo* 
attachment., 

She, though lefs .animated, was perfe^lly coU 
Ie6te4 ; her voice was low, but her utterance wast 

L 6 dif. 
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diAin6b : and defirous of avoiding ever)' appearance 
of reludlanccy the cotpbat between love and diffi- 
dence fpread a glow over her complexion, wliile 
(he purchafedy at the inadequate price of willing 
fidelity and qbedience, that prote^on, fupport, 
and friendihip, which were to confBtute the bafis 
of her happinefs. 

This important event over, Condance received 
the gratulattons of her friends ; and his Lordfiiip, 
after many injun6tions to her to write frequently 
and unrefervedly, and aflurances that Ihe fhould 
. hear from him by every poft, fet off with Mr. 
Carwelly who was now to begin his journey into 
Scotland, and who had undertaken to be at Marfton- 
bury by the time his patronefs became re-poffefTed 
of her eftate. 

Nothing could make this party pleafant ; but it 
was divefted of all the pain attending fear : Lord 
Ormington and Conftance having now an incontefti- 
ble claim on each other, had no reafon to dread 
reparation, except that which precedes an union in 
eternity. 
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TJ E FLECTION on what, (he had done 

'*-^ did not render Conftance diffatlsfied : (he re- 
joiced in con(idering that (he had, as far as de- 
pended on her, made him who in her opinion bcfl: 
defcrved felicity, • happy ; and the firft time (he un- 
der her hand acknowledged herfelf his wife, (he 
felt peculiar pleafure in being allowed to tell him 
without reftraint that (he found no equivalent for 
his company, no poUCeSion fo valuably as hh afiec;- 
tion. 

At the end of the enfuing week, Mr. Gaynham 
and Lady Harriet having returned ^to Oatham, Mrs. 
Aiflrey was prevailed on to accompany her young . 
friend thither : here they pa(Ied the month of No- 
vember; and then Lord Ormington's regiment 
having taken up their winter quarters within twenty 
miles of her houfe in the country, (he confulted 
his eafe; and removed thither with Conflance : a 
general rendezvous was fettled for the (irft week of 
the new year, and La iy Harriet reluctantly fuf- 
fered her fiiler-in-law to depart. 

la 
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In this fituation, Lord Ormingtoa could fre- 
quently be a dinner gucft at Mrs. Aiftrey's ; and 
Conftance could be Occafionally at Marflonbury : 
(he went thither with Mrs. Aiftrey, and felt vari- 
ous fenfations, excited by tracing the haunts of her 
youth : (he viiited the church, and bedewed with 
tears the grave of her parents, indulging a wiih 
which the rotation of her fortunes had often fug- 
geded, that they were confcious of her happinefs : 
(he faw her Pa6tolean river, and wkh gratitude to 
the proje£tor, and admiration of the labour and 
pcrfeveranccs manifefted iii the execution of the 
deilgn, contemplated the difficulty of turning na- 
ture out of her courfe. 

She found her intention of returning to her fa- 
ther's manfion, and the errand on which fhe would 
come, were known to all ; and her tenant being 
provided with another habitation, infilled on quit"* 
ting it, that it might be prepared for her. She 
was received by many of Sir Edward's old fer- 
vants and dependants, with the moft lively tokens of 
Welcome, and the heartleft prayers and b€nedi6ti<5ns, 
and (lie had the fuprcme felicity of caufing many to 
rejoice. 

An unexpecced vifit from Mr.StaLvenell, the return 
of Mr. Carvvell, and a letter from Lord Reycolm, 
fignifying that he would introduce'his wife and fon 
"to her before the end of January, were circum- 
flances that added to Conftance's pleafures. Mrs. 
Stavenell fent a very afFe^Honate meflage to her 
niece, excufing her not being able to invite her to 
5 . her 
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licr fioufe, by the neceffity (he was under of going 
^o Bath^ and Conftance, who well knew what thii 
critical change of abode meant^ did not cavil at 
' the apology. 

All prcUminaries being regularly adjufled, at 
•Chriflmas fhe became the occupier of her birth- 
place, and in a few days Mr. Gaynham and Lady 
Harriet came to hert fhe chofe the annlverfary of 
her firft quitting Marftonbury, as it was the event 
which had produced all her vAiious fortuues, for 
<he day of her public marriage ; and on' the ap- 
pointed morning rece. v.ed the Earl of Ormington in 
the very room where Lord Calorne had been iritro- 
Auccd to her : his Lordflilp's countenance had re- 
cov^ered the hue of health, and the ^xhileration of 
l)is fpirits animated it beyond what fhe had yet 
ieen m him. 

It was Mrs, Aiftrey's -counfel that her uncl^. 
^lould be alkcd to difpofe of her ; but he cxcufing 
iiimfelf, the ofHce devolved on Mr. Stavenell, and 
-^ dlie /aw herfelf environed by thqfe friends whofe 
fidelity had paifed the flrideft tefl, and at the altar 
where her mother was married. 

From her being familiarized to thinking herfelf 
Lord Ormington's wife, {he hoped flie fliould ac- 
quit herfelf without any embarraffment ; but f^c 
was yet to become acquainted with her own heart : 
ihe felt infinitely more perturbed than fhe had cx- 
pe£^ed; for the remembrance of her parents was fo 
•conne^ed with the place, and the fucceffion of her 
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a^6 CONSTANCE: 

rccolle£bions fo rapid, that notwithfbnding all the 
encouragement and exhortation (lie had preparato- 
rily received from Mr. Carwell, and in fpite of all 
her relblution, the tears gullied from her eyes : they 
were indeed foon checked : a look from Lord Or- 
raington revived her, and the fear of feeming, even 
for a moment, unkind to him who fo highly me- 
rited every mark of her alacrity, wd^ again re- 
rived, and continued predominant. 



Her own happinefs now completed, fhe wifhed 
•o demonftrate her gratitude by extending her pow- 
ers of beneficience to the utmofl ; and having 
.heard from Mr. Carwell fuch an account of Lord 
Farnford as convinced her of his good intentions, 
fhe requefted Lord Ormington at his firft leifure 
to fend him his abfolute forgjyenefs, and wrote 
herfelf to Lady Farnford: their letters were foon 
anfwered by acknovvledgmwits, and Con fiance was 
gratified by hearing that his Lordfhip gained 
ground of all oppolition to his exertions, remaining 
convinced that thofe paflions, from which our moft 
exquifive enjoyments are derived, may be perver- 
ted into fources of mifery, that to controul them is 
equally neceflary to pur temporal and eternal well- « 
being, and that Omnipotence inflidts not a feverer 
chaftifement than the indulgence of our irregular 
dc fires, 

FINIS.. 
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ERRATA. VOL. IV. 
Pagb 2y 1. 19, for vifoj read ^opt, p. 12, I. i, for 
muft r. cannot, p. 27, 1, i, after ftarting infert aj^ 
p. 28, 1. 14, for thefe r. M^r^, p. 46, I. 15, ^otjhallr, 
willf p. 63,1. zo, JOT had i. and, p. 68, 1. 24, {or pro - 
m'ljfer, promejfef'^. ^dylajl 1. eat, ate, p. 105,!. 5, for 
unintellible r. unintelligibley p.. 1 11, 1. 6, fore?/" r. ^yf, p; 
112, 1. 18, for ImpoUticaUy r. imprudently p. 114, 7. 21^ 
after articles inf. w^r^ /o ^^, p. 116, L 29, before anfwer 
r,only,p, jio,i. '}yior hear r. beoTy p 121, 1. 21, after 
fljyinfert o;wi^(p/f, Iri, 3, dele omijjiony p. 123, 1. 24, 
after and\n(tnfaidy p. 126, 1. 16, for honour r. humour y 
p. 127,1. Tyior would r' could, p, 147,1. i^ydclt wholly 
and, p. 163, 1. 18, for h^arr, heard, p. 170, I. 18, for but 
r,yety p. 172, 1 i, for her/elf r, her, p* 174, 1. 23, for d//^ 
agreeable r, difrefpeSful dijhonourable, p. 177, 1. 5, for 
J r,you, p. 188, 1. 7, before Lady\n{tn in,p, 197, 1. 9, for 
for r. but, 1 20, after and inCcrt had, p. 199, 1 6, after 
came infert w^a/ ? p. 209, 1. 10, for me r. ««^, 1. 16, for 
withered r, wretchedyp, 212, 1. 8, for .? r. / p. 217,1. 10, 
Gaynham,faid he then, r. Gaynhamfaid, he then, I.23, 
for awaken r. waken, p. 227, 1. 8, for was r. w^r^, 1. 19; 
for was r. were, p. 23 1 1. 20, for remarriage r. marriage, 
p. 233, 1. 8, for ifcr. into, 1. 9, for /«/a r. to, 1. 25, for be- 
lieved r. believing, p. 237, 1. 17, for borne r. born, p. 342, 
I. 7, deleyi?, p. 243, 1. 1 1, for could r. would, 1. 30, for de- 
'i-er mined r. detained, p. 254, 1. 12, iov perfeverances r* 
perfeverance, p. 256, 1. 22, for exqutjive r.' exquif^te. 
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recollc(f^ions fo rapid, that notwithfcnding all the 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

I^UBSCRIBE IS totZ^IRCULATINoLlBRARIOES 

will be better ace ^ '- dated by fubfcribing to 
HOOKHAM's Library, New Bond -flreet, Cor- 
ner of Bruton-flreet, than at any other Public Li-- 
brary in England ; as, exclufive of this very ex- 
tenfive and valuable Colle6lion of Englifti, French, 
and Italian Book?, Amual Subfcribers, at Two 
Guineas, will have Twelve Books at a time, when 
in Town, andTwe • y n the Country ; alfo every 
Book they defire i Quarto, Oftavo, and Duode- 
cimo, bought for their u e, if not in this Catalogue. 
Annual Subfcribers at One Guinea, will have Six 
Books when in Town, and Ten in the Country.— 
New Plays and Pamphlets, and all the N?w Publi- 
cations in general, that may appear either in Lon- 
don or Paris, as foon as p« ffible. Subfcribers at 
Twelve Shillings a Quarter, will find the greateft 
Variety of Entertainment and Improvement, by 
fubfcribing as above. , 

Whereas Subfcribers to Circulating Libraries 
frequently complain of not having the Books they 
want ; to obviate this, the Prdprietor engages to 
purchafc a fufficient quantity €)f New Books, and 
to confult the Convenience and Plcafure of the 
Subfcribers in every rcfpcdl ; but, as a quick Cir- 
culation is one great means to accomplifh fo defir- , 
able an objcd, the Proprietor finds it neceflary to 
requeft an exa6^ obfervance of the Conditions, 
particularly thofe which relate to the lofing and da- 
maging of Books, or keeping them beyond the time 
allowed. 



NEW NOVELS, printed for T. HOOKHAM, 

New Bond«Str£kt« 
i.'T^HE Baftard, or Hiftory of Mr. GreTillc^ 
X by a Lady, dedicated (by permiffion) to his 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, a toIs. 6s« 
bound. 

J. The Count de Rethel, an hiftorical Novell 
taken fiotn the French, dedicated (by permiiSon) to 
the I ady Vifcountefs Hereford, 5 vols. 9s. bound. 

3. The' Siege of Aubigny, an hiftorical Novel) 
2S« fywed. 

4* Dangerpus Conne£Uons, or Letters colle6led 
in a Society, and publiihed for the inftru^on of 
other Societies ; being a tranflation from the cele-^ 
brated French Novel, entitled, I^s liaifon Dan* 
gereufes, zos. fewed. 

J. The Fatal Marriage, 1 vols. 58. fewed. 

6. The Married Vidiin^ or» the Hiflory of Ladjr 
Villars, a vols. 53. fewed« 

7« The Pottble Difappoiatmeal, Qt the ISAory 
ef Charles Marlow, Efq; and Mi& Haftiiigs, ^ 
vols. 6s« bound. 

8. The Hiftory of Mclinda Harley, ys. bound. 

9* Hiftory of the Hon. Mrs. Rofemont and Sir 
Henry Cardigan, » vols* 6s. "bound. 

IQ. The Maf^yied Weddings, 2 vol. 6s, bound. 

11. Lucinda* or, tjb# Cftlf-de.votcd Daughteiv 
3$. 6d. boujsd^ 

12. The Hvftoiy of Mife' Bafeinpores, x vols. 6s» 

bwjai, • 
' ^3. The Oirphajif a. Novck » vols. 6s. bound. 

14. The Portirait^ & Novel, z, vols, 6s. bound. 

15. Damon and Delia^ a Novel, 3s, 6d. bounds 
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Im the prejs^ andj^edily will he fuBllJIkd^ 

A Tranflation of that celebrated work of M. d» 
Mercier's^ cdled, MON BONNET D£ NUIT^ 

2 vols* 
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